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TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT
PROPOSED ORDINANCE FOR CONTROL OF DOGS
2002

1. Any person who owns, possesses or controls a dog shall be required to
immediately remove and dispose of any feces left by their dog on any sidewalk,
street, public area, or private property neither owned or occupied by said person.
2. Any person who owns, possesses or controls a dog shall be required to
refrain from, willfully and purposely, allowing their dog to run at large. The term
"at large" shall be defined as off the premises of the owner or keeper, and not under
leash restraint or physical control of said person.
3. Persons found guilty of violating any of the provisions of the proposed
ordinance shall be fined $25.00 for the first offense, $50.00 for a second offense and
$100.00 for each third or subsequent offense.

As approved at Town Meeting on June 23, 2002

Town of Dover-Foxcroft
Fireworks Ordinance
Adopted: November 4, 2014 Special Town Meeting Referendum

Section 1- Definitions
The following definitions shall apply in this section:
1.1

"Consumer fireworks" shall have the same meaning as in 27 C.F.R. § 555.11 or
subsequent provisions, but includes only products that are tested and certified by a
third party testing laboratory as conforming with United States Consumer Product
Safety standards in accordance with 15 United States Code, Chapter 47. "Consumer
fireworks" does not include the following products.
1.1.1

Missile-type rockets, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule;

1.1.2

Helicopters and aerial spinners, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; and

1.1.3

Sky rockets and bottle rockets. For purposes of this paragraph, "sky" rockets and
"bottle" rockets means cylindrical tubes containing not more than 20 grams of
chemical composition, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule, with a
wooden stick attached for guidance and stability, that rise into the air upon
ignition and that may produce a burst of color or sound at or near the height of
flight.

1.2

"Commercial fireworks" shall have the same meaning as "Display Fireworks" in 27 C.F.R.
§ 555.11 or subsequent provisions.

1.3

"Display" shall mean an entertainment feature where a person or persons, whether a
public or private group, is admitted or permitted to view the discharge of consumer or
commercial fireworks or intent to discharge consumer or commercial fireworks.

1.4

"Person" shall mean any individual, corporation, company, association, firm,
partnership, society, or joint stock company.
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Section 2 - Prohibition

2.1

No person shall use, display, possess with intent to use or display, sell, possess with the
intent to sell, or offer for sale consumer or commercial fireworks in the Town of DoverFoxcroft. This prohibition shall not apply to the shipping or transport of consumer or
commercial fireworks to other parts of the state, country, or world.

Section 3 - Exception

3.1

This section does not apply to a person issued a fireworks display permit by the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft and/or the State of Maine pursuant to 8 M.R.S. §227-A.

Section 4 - Administrative and Enforcement

4.1

The Dover-Foxcroft Police Department shall administer and enforce this Ordinance.

Section 5 - Violations

5.1

Any person who violates this Ordinance shall receive a citation.

5.2

The following civil penalties shall be imposed for violations of this Ordinance. The Board
of Selectmen is authorized and may, from time to time, amend these civil penalties
upon a duly adopted resolution.
Use, Display, Possession, or Intent to Use, Display, or Possess Consumer or Commercial
Fireworks
First Citation

Not less than $100 nor more than $250, plus attorney's fees and
costs
Subsequent Citations Not less than $250 nor more than $750, plus attorney's fees and
costs for each subsequent citation within a two-year period
Intent to Sell, Offer for Sale, and Sale of Consumer or Commercial Fireworks
First Citation

Not less than $500 nor more than $1,000, plus attorney's fees and
costs
Subsequent Citations Not less than $1,000 nor more than $2,500, plus attorney's fees
and costs for each subsequent citation within a two-year period
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Section 6 - Seizure and Disposal of Fireworks

6.1

The Town may seize consumer or commercial fireworks that the Town has probable
cause to believe are used, possessed, sold or otherwise in violation of this Ordinance,
and shall forfeit seized consumer fireworks to the Dover-Foxcroft Police Department
The Dover-Foxcroft Police Department will arrange for the disposal of confiscated
fireworks according to applicable laws and regulations.

Section 7 - Severability Clause

7.1

If any part of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, such part shall be deemed severable
and the invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining parts of the Ordinance.

Section 8 - Amendments

8.1

This Ordinance may be amended by a majority vote of any Town Meeting, {annual or
special) when such amendment is published in the warrant calling for such meeting.

Section 9 - Effective Date

9.1

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon passage.
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ARTICLE I – PURPOSE AND ESTABLISHMENT
Certain areas of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine are subject to periodic flooding, causing serious
damages to properties within these areas. Relief is available in the form of flood insurance as
authorized by the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968.
Therefore, the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine has chosen to become a participating community in the
National Flood Insurance Program, and agrees to comply with the requirements of the National Flood
Insurance Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-488, as amended) as delineated in this Floodplain Management
Ordinance.
It is the intent of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine to require the recognition and evaluation of flood
hazards in all official actions relating to land use in the floodplain areas having special flood hazards.
The Town of Dover-Foxcroft has the legal authority to adopt land use and control measures to reduce
future flood losses pursuant to Title 30A M.R.S.A., Sections 3001-3007, 4352, 4401-4407, and Title
38 M.R.S.A., Section 440.
The Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine elects to comply with the requirements of the National Flood
Insurance Act of 1968, (P.L. 90-488, as amended). The National Flood Insurance Program, established
in the aforesaid Act, provides that areas of the Town having a special flood hazard be identified by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and that floodplain management measures be
applied in such flood hazard areas. This Ordinance establishes a Flood Hazard Development Permit
system and review procedure for development activities in the designated flood hazard areas of the
Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.
The areas of special flood hazard, Zones A, and AE, are identified by FEMA in a report entitled
“Flood Insurance Study- Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Main, Piscataquis County,” dated April 2, 1993
with accompanying “Flood Insurance Rate Map” dated April 2, 1993 which are hereby adopted by
reference and declared to be a part of this Ordinance.
ARTICLE II – PERMIT REQUIRED
Before any construction or other development (as defined in Article XIII), including the placement of
manufactured homes, begins within any special areas of special flood hazard established in Article I, a
Flood Hazard Development Permit shall be obtained from the Code Enforcement Officer. This permit
shall be in addition to any other permits which may be required pursuant to the codes and ordinances
of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.
ARTICLE III – APPLICATION FOR PERMIT
The application for a Flood Hazard Development Permit shall be submitted to the Code Enforcement
Officer and shall include:
A. The name, address, and phone number of the applicant, owner, and contractor;
B. An address and a map indicating the location of the construction site;
C. A site plan showing location of existing and/or proposed development, including but not
limited to structures; sewage disposal facilities, water supply facilities, areas to be cut and filled,
and lot dimensions;
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D.
E.
F.
G.

A statement of the intended use of the structure and/or development;
A statement of the cost of the development including all materials and labor;
A statement as to the type of sewage system proposed;
Specification of dimensions of the proposed structure and/or development

(Items H-K.2 apply only to new construction and substantial improvements)
H. The elevation in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) or to a locally
established datum in Zone A only, of the:
1. base flood at the proposed site of all new or substantially improved structures, which is
determined:
a. in Zone AE, from data contained in the “Flood Insurance Study- Town of
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine”, as described in Article I; or
b. in Zone A,
1. from any base flood elevation data from federal, state, or other technical
sources (such as FEMA’s Quick-2 model, FEMA 265/July 1995,
including information obtained pursuant to Article VI.K and VIII.D;
2. from the contour elevation extrapolated from a best fit analysis of the
floodplain boundary when overlaid onto a USGS Quadrangle Map or
other topographic map prepared by a Professional Land Surveyor or
registered professional engineer, if the floodplain boundary has a
significant correlation to the elevation contour line(s); or in the absence
of all other data
3. to be the elevation of the ground at the intersection of the floodplain
boundary and a line perpendicular to the shoreline which passes along
the ground through the site of the proposed building.
2. highest and lowest grades at the site adjacent to the walls of the proposed building;
3. lowest floor, including basement; and whether or not such structures contain a basement;
and,
4. level, in the case of non-residential structures only, to which the structure will be flood
proofed;
I. A description of an elevation reference point established on the site of all developments for
which elevation standards apply as required in Article VI;
J. A written certification by a Professional Land Surveyor, registered professional engineer or
architect, that the base flood elevation and grade elevations shown on the application are
accurate;
K. The following certifications as required in Article VI by a registered professional engineer or
architect:
1. a flood proofing certificate (FEMA Form 81-65, 01/03, as amended) to verify that the
flood proofing methods for any non-residential structures will meet the flood proofing
criteria of Article III.H.4; Article VI.G.; and other applicable standards in Article VI;
2. a Hydraulic Openings Certificate to verify that engineered hydraulic openings in
foundation walls will meet the standards of Article VI.L.2a;
3. a certified statement that bridges will meet the standards of Article VI.M.;
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4. a certified statement that containment walls will meet the standards of Article VI.N.;
L. A description of the extent to which any water course will be altered or relocated as a result of
the proposed development; and,
M. A statement of construction plans describing in detail how each applicable development
standard in Article VI will be met.
ARTICLE IV – APPLICATION FEE AND EXPERT’S FEE
Fees shall be according to a schedule adopted by the Board of Selectmen.
An additional fee may be charged if the Code Enforcement Officer and/or Board of Appeals need the
assistance of a professional engineer or other expert. The expert’s fee shall be paid in full by the
applicant within 10 days after the town submits a bill to the applicant. Failure to pay the bill shall
constitute a violation of the ordinance and be grounds for the issuance of a stop work order. An expert
shall not be hired by the municipality at the expense of an applicant until the applicant has either
consented to such hiring in writing or been given an opportunity to be heard on the subject. An
applicant who is dissatisfied with a decision to hire expert assistance may appeal that decision to the
Board of Appeals.
ARTICLE V – REVIEW STANDARDS FOR FLOOD HAZARD DEVELOPMENT PERMIT
APPLICATIONS
The Code Enforcement Officer shall:
A. Review all applications for the Flood Hazard Development Permit to assure that proposed
developments are reasonably safe from flooding and to determine that all pertinent
requirements of Article VI (Development Standards) have been, or will be met;
B. Utilize, in the review of all Flood Hazard Development Permit applications:
1. the base flood and floodway data contained in the “Flood Insurance Study – Town of
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine,” as described in Article I;
2. In special flood hazard areas where base flood elevation and floodway data are not
provided the Code Enforcement Officer shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize any
base flood elevation and floodway data from federal, state, or other technical sources,
including information obtained pursuant to Article III.H.1.b; Article VI.K; and Article
VIII.D, in order to administer Article VI of this Ordinance and;
3. when the community establishes a base flood elevation in a Zone A by methods
outlined in Article III.H.1.b, the community shall submit that data to the Maine
Floodplain Management Program in the State Planning Office.
C. Make interpretations of the location of boundaries of special flood hazard areas shown on the
maps described in Article I of this Ordinance;
D. In the review of Flood Hazard Development Permit applications, determine that all necessary
permits have been obtained from those federal, state, and local government agencies from
which prior approval is required by federal or state law, including but not limited to Section
404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1344;
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E. Notify adjacent municipalities, the Department of Environmental Protection, and the
Floodplain Management Program in the State Planning Office prior to any alteration or
relocation of a water course and submit copies of such notifications to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency;
F. If the application satisfies the requirements of this Ordinance, approve the issuance of one of
the following Flood Hazard Development Permits based on the type of development:
1. a two part Flood Hazard Development Permit for elevated structures. Part I shall
authorize the applicant to build a structure to and including the first horizontal floor
only above the base flood level. At that time the applicant shall provide the Code
Enforcement Officer with a second Elevation Certificate completed by a Professional
Land Surveyor, registered professional engineer or architect based on the Par I permit
construction, “as built”, for verifying compliance with the elevation requirements of
Article VI, paragraphs F, G, or H. Following review of the Elevation Certificate data,
which shall take place within 72 hours of receipt of the application, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall issue Part II of the Flood Hazard Development Permit. Part
II shall authorize the applicant to complete the constructions project; or,
2. a Flood Hazard Development Permit for Flood proofing of non-residential structures
that are new construction or substantially improved non-residential structures that are
not being elevated but that meet the flood proofing standards of Article VI.G.1.a.,b., and
c. The application for this permit shall include a Flood Proofing Certificate signed by a
registered professional engineer or architect; or,
3. a Flood Hazard Development Permit for Minor Development for all development that
is not new construction or a substantial improvement, such as repairs, maintenance,
renovations, or additions, whose value is less than 50% of the market value of the
structure. Minor development also includes, but is not limited to: accessory structures
as provided for in Article VI.J., mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation,
drilling operations, storage of equipment or materials, deposition or extraction of
materials, public or private sewage disposal systems or water supply facilities that do
not involve structures; and non-structural projects such as bridges, dams, towers,
fencing, pipelines, wharves and piers.
G. Maintain, as a permanent record, copies of all Flood Hazard Development Applications, and
corresponding permits issued and data relevant thereto, including reports of the Board of
Appeals on variances granted under the provisions of Article IX of this Ordinance, and copies
of Elevation Certificates, Certificates of Compliance, and certifications of design standards
required under the provisions of Article III, VI, and VII of this Ordinance.
ARTICLE VI – DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
All developments in areas of special flood hazard shall meet the following applicable standards:
A. All Development – all development shall:
1. be designed or modified and adequately anchored to prevent flotation, (excluding piers
and docks), collapse or lateral movement of the development resulting from
hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy;
2. use construction materials that are resistant to flood damage;
3. use construction methods and practices that will minimize flood damage; and,
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4. use electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing, and air conditioning equipment, and other
service facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or
accumulating within the components during flooding conditions.
B. Water supply – All new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize
or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the system.
C. Sanitary Sewage Systems – All new and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be
designed and located to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the system and
discharges from the system into flood waters.
D. On Site Waste Disposal Systems – On-site waste disposal systems shall be located and
constructed to avoid impairment to them or contamination from them during floods.
E. Watercourse Carrying Capacity – All development associated with altered or relocated portions
of a watercourse shall be constructed and maintained in such a manner that no reduction occurs
in the flood carrying capacity of the watercourse.
F. Residential – New construction or substantial improvement of any residential structure located
within:
1. Zone AE shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to at least one foot
above the base flood elevation.
2. Zone A shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to at least one foot
above the base flood elevation utilizing information obtained pursuant to Article
III.H.1.b. Article V.B.; or Article VIII.D.
G. Non Residential – new construction or substantial improvement of any non-residential structure
located within:
1. Zone AE shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to at least one foot
above the base flood elevation, or together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities
shall:
a. be flood proofed to at least one foot above the base flood elevation so that
below that elevation the structure is watertight with walls substantially
impermeable to passage of water;
b. have structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic
loads and the effects of buoyancy; and,
c. be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect that the flood
proofing design and methods of construction are in accordance with accepted
standards of practice for meeting the provisions of this section. Such
certification shall be provided with the application for a Flood Hazard
Development Permit, as required by Article III.K. and shall include a record of
the elevation above mean sea level to which the structure is flood proofed.
2. Zone A shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to at least one foot
above the base flood elevation utilizing information obtained pursuant to Article
III.H.1.b; Article V.B; or Article VIII.D; or
a. together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities meet the flood proofing
standards of Article VI.G.1.
H. Manufactured Homes – New or substantially improved manufactured homes located within:
1. Zone AE shall:
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a. be elevated such that the lowest floor (including basement) of the
manufactured home is at least one foot above the base flood elevation
b. be on a permanent foundation, which may be poured masonry slab or
foundation walls, with hydraulic openings, or may be reinforced piers or block
supports, any of which support the manufactured home so that no weight is
supported by its wheels and axles; and,
c. be securely anchored to an adequately anchored foundation system to resist
flotation, collapse, or lateral movement. Methods of anchoring may include,
but are not limited to:
(1) over-the-top ties anchored to the ground at the four corners of the
manufactured home, plus two additional ties per side at intermediate
points (manufactured homes less than 50 feet long require one additional
tie per side); or by,
(2) frame ties at each corner of the home, plus five additional ties along each
side at intermediate points (manufactured homes less than 50 feet long
require four additional ties per side).
(3) All components of the anchoring system described in Article VI.H.1.c (1)
& (2) shall be capable of carrying a force of 4800 pounds.
2. Zone A shall:
a. be elevated on a permanent foundations, as described in Article VI.H.1.b, such
that the lowest floor (including basement) of the manufactured home is at least
one foot above the base flood elevation utilizing information obtained
pursuant to Article III.H.1.b; Article V./b.; or Article VIII.D.; and
b. meet the anchoring requirements of Article VI.H.1c.
I. Recreational Vehicles – Recreational vehicles located within:
1. Zone AE shall either:
a. be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days,
b. be fully licensed and ready for highway use. A recreational vehicle is ready
for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site
only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices, and has no
permanently attached additions; or,
c. be permitted in accordance with the elevation and anchoring requirements for
“manufactured homes” in Article V1.H.1.
J. Accessory Structures – Accessory structures, as defined in Article XIII, located within Zones
AE and A, shall be exempt from the elevation criteria required in Article VI.F. & G, above, if
all other requirements of Article VI and all the following requirements are met. Accessory
structures shall:
1. be 500 square feet or less and have a value less than $3,000;
2. have unfinished interiors and not be used for human habitation;
3. have hydraulic openings, as specified in Article VI.L.2., in at least two different walls
of the accessory structure;
4. be located outside the floodway;
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5. when possible be constructed and placed on the building site so as to offer the minimum
resistance to the flow of floodwaters and be placed further from the source of flooding
than is the primary structure; and,
6. have only ground fault interrupt electrical outlets. The electric service disconnect
service shall be located above the base flood elevation and when possible outside the
Special Flood Hazard Area.
K. Floodways –
1. In zone AE riverine areas, encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial
improvement, and other development shall not be permitted within a regulatory
floodway which is designated on the community’s “Flood Insurance Rate Map” unless a
technical evaluation certified by a registered professional engineer is provided
demonstrating that such encroachments will not result in any increase in flood levels
within the community during the occurrence of the base flood discharge.
2. In Zones AE and A riverine areas, for which no regulatory floodway is designated
encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements and other
development shall not be permitted in the floodway as determined in Article VI.K.3
unless a technical evaluation certified by a registered professional engineer is provided
demonstrating that the cumulative effect of the proposed development, when combined
with all other existing development and anticipated development; development:
a. will not increase the water surface elevation of the base flood more than one
foot at any point within the community; and,
b. is consistent with the technical criteria contained in Chapter 5 entitled
“Hydraulic Analysis,” Flood Insurance Study – Guidelines and Specifications
for Study Contractors (FEMA 37/January 1995, as amended).
3. In Zone AE and A riverine areas, in which no regulatory floodway is designated, the
regulatory floodway is determined to be the channel of the river or other water course
and the adjacent land areas to a distance of one-half the width of the floodplain as
measured from the normal high water mark to the upland limit of the floodplain.
L. Enclosed Areas Below the Lowest Floor – New construction or substantial improvement of any
structure in Zones AE and A that meets the development standards of Article VI, including the
elevation requirements of Article VI, paragraphs F, G, or H and is elevated on posts, columns,
piers, piles, “stilts,” or crawlspaces may be enclosed below the base flood elevation
requirements provided all the following criteria are met or exceeded:
1. Enclosed areas are not “basements” as defined in Article XIII; and,
2. Enclosed areas shall be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on
exterior walls by allowing for the entry and exit of floodwater. Designs for meeting this
requirement must either:
a. be engineered and certified by a registered professional engineer or architect;
or,
b. meet or exceed the following minimum criteria:
(1) a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one
square inch for every square foot of the enclosed area;
(2) the bottom of all openings shall be below the base flood elevation and
not higher than one foot above the lowest grade; and,
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(3) openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other
coverings or devices provided that they permit the entry and exit of flood
waters automatically without any external influence of control such as
human intervention, including the use of electrical and other nonautomatic mechanical means; and,
3. The enclosed area shall not be used for human habitation; and
4. The enclosed area may be usable solely for building maintenance, access, parking of
vehicles, or storage.
M. Bridges – New construction or substantial improvement of any bridge in Zone AE and A shall
be designed such that:
1. when possible, the lowest horizontal member (excluding the pilings, or column) is
elevated to at least one foot above the base flood elevation; and
2. a registered professional engineer shall certify that:
a. the structural design and methods of construction shall meet the elevation
requirements of this section and the floodway standards of Article VI.K.; and
b. the foundation and superstructure attached thereto are designed to resist
flotation, collapse and lateral movement due to the effects of wind and water
loads acting simultaneously on all structural components. Water loading
values used shall be those associated with the base flood.
N. Containment Walls – New construction or substantial improvement of any containment wall
located within:
1. Zones AE and A shall:
a. have the containment wall elevated to a least one foot above the bade flood
elevation;
b. have structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic
loads and the effects of buoyancy; and,
c. be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect that the design
and methods of construction are in accordance with accepted standards of
practice for meeting the provisions of this section. Such certification shall be
provided with the application for a Flood Hazard Development Permit, as
required by Article III.K.
O. Wharves, Piers and Docks – New construction or substantial improvement of wharves, piers,
and docks are permitted in Zones AE and A, in and over water and seaward of the mean high
tide if the following requirements are met:
1. wharves, piers, and docks shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal
regulations; and
2. for commercial wharves, piers, and docks, a registered professional engineer shall
develop or review the structural design, specifications, and plans for the construction.
ARTICLE VII – CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE
No land in special flood hazard area shall be occupied or used and no structure which is constructed or
substantially improved shall be occupied until a Certificate of Compliance is issued by the Code
Enforcement Officer subject to the following provisions:
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A. For new construction or substantial improvement of any elevated structure the applicant shall
submit to the Code Enforcement Officer, and Elevation Certificate completed by a professional
land surveyor, registered professional engineer, or architect, for compliance with Article VI,
paragraphs F, G, or H.
B. The applicant shall submit written notification to the Code Enforcement Officer that the
development is complete and complies with the provisions of this ordinance.
C. Within 10 working days, the Code Enforcement Officer shall:
1. review the Elevation Certificate and the applicant’s written notification; and,
2. upon determination that the development conforms with the provisions of this ordinance,
shall issue a Certificate of Compliance.
ARTICLE VIII – REVIEW OF SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
The Planning Board shall, when reviewing subdivisions and other proposed developments that require
review under other federal law, state law or local ordinances or regulations and all projects on five or
more disturbed acres, or in the case of manufactured home parks divided into two or more lots, assure
that:
A. All such proposals are consistent with the need to minimize flood damage.
B. All public utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems are located
and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damages.
C. Adequate drainage is provided so as to reduce exposure to flood hazards.
D. All proposals include base flood elevations, flood boundaries, and in a riverine floodplain,
floodway data. These determinations shall be based on engineering practices recognized by
Federal Emergency Management Agency.
E. Any proposed development plan must include a condition of plan approval requiring that
structures on any lot in the development having any portion of its land within a special flood
hazard area, are to be constructed in accordance with Article VI of this ordinance. Such
requirement will be included in any deed, lease, purchase and sale agreement, or document
transferring or expressing an intent to transfer any interest in real estate or structure, including
but not limited to a time-share interest. The condition shall clearly articulate that the
municipality may enforce any violation of the construction requirement and the fact shall also
be included in the deed or any other document previously described. The construction
requirement shall also be clearly stated on any map, plat, or plan to be signed by the Planning
Board or local reviewing authority as part of the approval process.
ARTICLE IX – APPEALS AND VARIANCES
The Board of Appeals of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, may, upon written application of an
aggrieved party, hear and decided appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in any order,
requirement, decision, or determination made by, or failure to act by, the Code Enforcement Officer or
Planning Board in the administration or enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance. The Board of
Appeals may grant a variance from the requirements of this Ordinance.
The Board of Appeals may grant a variance from the requirements of this Ordinance consistent with
state law and the following criteria:
A. Variances shall not be granted within any designated regulatory floodway if any increase in
flood levels during the base flood discharge would result.
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B. Variances shall be granted only upon:
1. a showing of good and sufficient cause; and,
2. a determination that should a flood comparable to the base flood occur, the granting of a
variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional threats to public safety,
public expense, or create nuisances, cause fraud or victimization of the public or
conflict with existing local laws or ordinances; and
3. a showing that the existence of the variance will not conflict with other state, federal or
local laws or ordinances; and
4. a determination that failure to grant the variance would result in “undue hardship,”
which in this sub-section means:
a. that the land in question cannot yield a reasonable return unless a variance is
granted; and
b. that the need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the property
and not to the general conditions in the neighborhood; and,
c. that the granting of a variance will not alter the essential character or the
locality; and
d. that the hardship is not the result of action taken by the applicant or a prior
owner.
C. Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum necessary,
considering the flood hazard, to afford relief and the Board of Appeals may impose such
conditions to a variance as it deems necessary.
1. An administrative or variance appeal may be taken to the Board of Appeals by an
aggrieved party within thirty days after receipt of a written decision of the Code
Enforcement Officer or Planning Board
2. Upon being notified of an appeal, the Code Enforcement Officer or Planning Board, as
appropriate, shall transmit to the Board of Appeals all of the papers constituting the
record of the decision appealed from.
3. The Board of Appeals shall hold a public hearing on the appeal within thirty-five days
of its receipt of an appeal request.
4. The person filing the appeal shall have the burden of proof.
5. The Board of Appeals shall decide all appeals within thirty-five days after the close of
the hearing, and shall issue a written decision on all appeals.
6. The Board of Appeals shall submit to the Code Enforcement Officer a report of all
variance actions, including justification for the granting of the variance and an
authorization for the Code Enforcement Officer to issue a Flood Hazard Development
Permit, which includes any conditions to be attached to said permit.
7. Any aggrieved party who participated as a party during the proceedings before the
Board of Appeals may take an appeal to Superior Court in accordance with State laws
within forty-five days from the date of any decision of the Board of Appeals.
D. Variances may be issued for new construction, substantial improvements, or other development
for the conduct of a functionally dependent use provided that:
1. other criteria of Article IX and Article VI-K are met; and,
2. the structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood
damages during the base flood and create no additional threats to public safety.

12

E. Variance may be issued for the repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or restoration of Historic
Structures upon the determination that:
1. the development meets the criteria of Article IX, paragraphs A. through D. above;
2. the proposed repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or restoration will not preclude the
structure’s continued designation as a historic structure and the variance is the minimum
necessary to preserve the historic character and design of the structure.
F. Any applicant who meets the criteria of Article IX, paragraphs A through E shall be notified by
the Board of Appeals in writing over the signature of the Chairman of the Board of Appeals
that:
1. The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood level will result
in greatly increased premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts as high as $25 per
$100 of insurance coverage;
2. such construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and property; and,
3. the applicant agrees in writing that the applicant is fully aware of all the risks inherent
in the use of land subject to flooding, assumes those risks and agrees to indemnify and
defend the municipality against any claims filed against it that are related to the
applicant’s decision to use land located in a floodplain and that the applicant
individually releases the municipality from any claims the applicant may have against
the municipality that are related to the use of land located in a floodplain.
G. The Board of Appeals shall submit to the Code Enforcement Officer a report of all variance
actions, including justification for the granting of the variance and an authorization for the
Code Enforcement Officer to issue a Flood Hazard Development Permit, which includes any
conditions to be attached to said permit.
ARTICLE X – ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES
A. It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance
pursuant to 30A MRSA subsection 4452.
B. The penalties contained in 30A MRSA subsection 4452 shall apply to any violation of this
Ordinance.
C. In addition to any other actions, the Code Enforcement Officer, upon determination that a
violation exists, shall submit a declaration to the Administrator of the Federal Insurance
Administration requesting a denial of flood insurance. The valid declaration shall consist of:
1. the name of the property owner and address or legal description of the property
sufficient to confirm its identity or location;
2. a clear and unequivocal declaration that the property is in violation of a cited state of
local law, or ordinance;
3. a clear statement that the public body making the declaration has authority to do so and
a citation to that authority;
4. evidence that the property owner has been provided notice of the violation and the
prospective denial of insurance; and,
5. a clear statement that the declaration is being submitted pursuant to Section 1316 of the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended.
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ARTICLE XI – VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY
If any section or provision of this Ordinance is declared by the courts to be invalid, such decision shall
not invalidate any other section or provision of this Ordinance.
ARTICLE XII – CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES
This Ordinance shall not in any way impair or remove the necessity of compliance with any other
applicable rule, ordinance, regulation, bylaw, permit, or provision of law. Where this Ordinance
imposes a greater restriction upon the use of land, buildings, or structures, the provisions of this
Ordinance shall control.
ARTICLE XIII – DEFINITIONS
Unless specifically defined below, words and phrases used in this Ordinance shall have the same
meaning as they have at common law and to give this Ordinance it’s most reasonable application.
Words used in this present tense include the future, the singular number includes the plural, and the
plural number includes the singular. The work “may” is permissive; “shall” is mandatory and not
discretionary.
Accessory structure – means a small detached structure that is incidental and subordinate to the
principal structure.
Adjacent grade – means the natural elevation of the ground surface prior to construction next to the
proposed walls of a structure.
Area of special flood hazard – means the land in the floodplain having a one percent or greater
chance of flooding in any given year, as specifically identified in the Flood Insurance Study cited in
Article I of this Ordinance.
Base flood – means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given
year, commonly called the 100-year flood.
Basement – means any area of the building having its floor sub grade (below ground level) on all sides.
Building – See Structure.
Certificate of Compliance – a document signed by the Code Enforcement Officer stating that a
structure is in compliance with all of the provisions of this Ordinance.
Code Enforcement Officer – A person certified under Title 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 4451 (including
exceptions in Section 4451, paragraph 1) and employed by a municipality to enforce all applicable
comprehensive planning and land use laws and ordinances.
Development – means any man made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not
limited to, buildings or other structures; mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation, drilling
operations or storage of equipment or materials.
Elevated building – means a non-basement building:
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a. built, in the case of a building in Zones AE, or A to have the top of the elevated floor,
elevated above the ground level by means of pilings, columns, post, piers, or “stilts;”
b. adequately anchored so as not to impair the structural integrity of the building during a
flood of up to one foot above the magnitude of the base flood.
In the case of Zones AE or A, elevated building also includes a building elevated by means of fill or
solid foundation perimeter walls less than three feet in height with hydraulic openings sufficient to
facilitate the unimpeded movement of flood waters, as required in Article VI.L.
Elevation Certificate – an official form (FEMA Form 81-31, 03/97, 01/03, as amended) that:
a. is used to verify compliance with the floodplain management regulations of the National
Insurance Program; and,
b. is required for purchasing flood insurance.
Flood or flooding – means:
a. a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas
from:
1. the overflow of inland or tidal waters
2. the unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source.
b. the collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of water as a result of
erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical
levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water,
accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash flood or an
abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable event which results in
flooding as defined in paragraph a.1 of this definition
Flood elevation study – means an examination, evaluation and determination of flood hazards and, if
appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations.
Flood insurance rate map (FIRM) – means an official map of a community, on which the Federal
Insurance Administrator has delineated both the special hazard areas and the risk premium zones
applicable to the community.
Flood insurance study – see Flood elevation study
Floodplain or flood-prone area – means any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from
any source (see flooding).
Floodplain management – means the operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive
measures for reducing flood damage, including but not limited to emergency preparedness plans, flood
control works, and floodplain management regulations.
Floodplain management regulations – means zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, building
codes, health regulations, special purpose ordinances (such as a floodplain ordinance, grading
ordinance, and erosion control ordinance) and other applications of police power. The term describes
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such state or local regulations, in any combination thereof, which provide standards for the purpose of
flood damage prevention and reduction.
Flood proofing – means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real
property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and contents.
Floodway – see regulatory floodway.
Floodway encroachment lines – means the lines marking the limits of floodways on federal, state,
and local floodplain maps.
Freeboard – means a factor of safety usually expressed in feet above a flood level for purposes of
floodplain management. Freeboard tends to compensate for the many unknown factors, such as wave
action, bridge openings, and the hydrological effect of urbanization of the watershed that could
contribute to flood heights greater than the height calculated for a selected size flood and floodway
conditions.
Functionally dependent use – means a use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is
located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, port
facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship building and
ship repair facilities, but does not include long-term storage or related manufacturing facilities.
Historic structure – means any structure that is:
a. listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by
the Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior
as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register.
b. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to
the historical significance of a registered historic district preliminarily determined by
the Secretary of the Interior to qualify as a registered historic district:
c. Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior;; or
d. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic
preservation programs that have been certified either:
1. by an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or
2. directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.
Locally established datum – means, for purposed of this ordinance, an elevation established for a
specific site to which all other elevations at the site are referenced. This elevation is generally not
referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) or any other established datum and is
used in areas where mean sea level data is too far from a specific site to be practically used.
Lowest floor – means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An
unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage
in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building’s lowest floor, provided that such
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enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation design
requirements described in Article VI.L. of this ordinance.
Manufactured home – means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a
permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to
the required utilities. For floodplain management purposes the term manufactured home also includes
park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles placed on a site for greater than 180 consecutive
days.
Manufactured home park or subdivision – means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided
into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.
Mean sea level – means, for purposes, of the National Flood Insurance Program, the national Geodetic
Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, or other datum, to which base flood elevations, shown on a
community’s Flood Insurance Rate map are referenced.
Minor Development – means all development that is not new construction or a substantial
improvement, such as repairs, maintenance, renovations, or additions, whose value is less than 50% of
the market value of the structure. It also includes, but is not limited to: accessory structures as
provided for in Article VI.J., mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation, drilling operations,
storage of equipment or materials, deposition or extraction or materials, public or private sewage
disposal systems or water supply facilities that do not involve structures; and non-structural projects
such as bridges, dams, towers, fencing, pipelines, wharves and piers.
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) – means the national vertical datum, whose standard
was established in 1929, which is used by the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). NGVD was
based upon mean sea level in 1929 and also have been called “1929 Mean Sea Level (MSL)”.
New construction – means structures for which the “start of construction” commenced on or after the
effective date of the initial floodplain management regulations adopted by a community and includes
any subsequent improvements to such structures.
100-year flood – see base flood.
Recreational Vehicle – means a vehicle which is:
a. built on a single chassis;
b. 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection, not including slide
outs;
c. designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a motor vehicle; and
d. designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for
recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.
Regulatory floodway –
a. means the channel or a river or other water course and the adjacent land areas that must be
reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface
elevation more than one foot, and
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b. when not designated on the community’s Flood Insurance Rate Map, it is considered to be the
channel of a river or other water course and the adjacent land areas to a distance of one-half the
width of the floodplain, as measured from the normal high water mark to the upland limit of the
floodplain.
Riverine – means relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, brook,
etc.
Special food hazard area – see area of special flood hazard
Start of construction – means the date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start of
construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement, substantial improvement or
other improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means either the first
placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings,
the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or
the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land
preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or
walkways; nor does it include excavation for basement, footing, piers, or foundations or the erection of
temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as
garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure. For a substantial
improvement, the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or
other structural part of a building or modification of any construction element, whether or not that
alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.
Structure – means, for floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building. A gas or
liquid storage tank that is principally above ground is also a structure.
Substantial damage – means, damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of
restoring the structure to it’s before damage condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market
value of the structure before the damage occurred.
Substantial improvement – means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement
of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure
before the start of construction of the improvement. This term includes structures which have incurred
substantial damage, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however,
include either:
a. any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state of local health,
sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local code enforcement
official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions; or
b. any alteration of a historic structure, provided that the alteration will not preclude the
structure’s continued designation as a historic structure.
Variance – means a grant of relief by a community from the terms of a floodplain management
regulation.
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Violation – means the failure of a structure or development to comply with a community’s floodplain
management regulations.
ARTICLE XIV – ABROGATION
This ordinance repeals and replaces any municipal ordinance previously enacted to comply with the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-488, as amended)
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ARTICLE 1 – GENERAL
1.1 Title
This Ordinance and the accompanying zoning map shall be known and may be cited as the “Land
Use Ordinance of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.”
1.2 Authority
This Ordinance has been prepared and adopted pursuant to the enabling provisions of Article VIII,
Part 2, of the Maine Constitution, the provisions of Title 30-A MRSA Section 3001 (Home Rule)
and the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act, Title 30-A MRSA, Sections 4312
et.seq., Section 4352, Zoning Ordinances
1.3 Purposes
The purposes of this Ordinance are:
A. To implement the provisions of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan;
B. To encourage growth in the identified growth areas of the community, and to limit growth in
the rural areas;
C. To promote the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the community;
D. To encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the community;
E. To promote traffic safety;
F. To provide safety from fire and other elements;
G. To provide an allotment of land area in new developments sufficient for adequate enjoyment
of community life;
H. To conserve natural resources, natural beauty, and open space
1.4 Applicability
The provisions of this Ordinance shall govern all land and water areas of the Town of DoverFoxcroft.
1.5 Conflicts with Other Ordinances
Whenever a provision of this Ordinance conflicts with or is inconsistent with another provision of
this Ordinance or of any other ordinance, regulation or statute, the more restrictive provision shall
control.
This Ordinance supersedes and replaces the Zoning Ordinance which became effective on November
8, 1973, as amended, and shall not prevent enforcement of the repealed ordinance with respect to the
time periods in which it was in effect.
1.6 Validity and Severability
Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be invalid, such
decision shall not invalidate any other section or provision of this Ordinance.
1.7 Effective Date of the Ordinance and Ordinance Amendments
A. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption by the citizens of DoverFoxcroft on June 22, 2010.
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1.8 Amendments
A. This Ordinance may be amended by a majority vote of the citizens of Dover-Foxcroft.
1.8A

Contract Zoning

1.8A.1 Authority
In accordance with 30-A M.R.S. § 4352, property in Dover-Foxcroft may be rezoned by means of a
process known as “contract zoning”, for reasons such as the unusual nature or unique location of the
proposed development.
1.8A.2 Purpose
It is the general purpose of this section to provide a mechanism whereby specific conditions may be
added to the granting of a change in zoning in order to mitigate potential adverse effects upon adjacent
properties and the community. This is a voluntary process that may be initiated by petition from a
property owner or duly authorized representative. The provisions of this section shall not exempt the
use or development of any property from other standards or requirements under the Land Use
Ordinance, or as otherwise provided by law.
1.8A.3 Mandatory Conditions
Any rezoning pursuant to this section shall:
A. Be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, as amended;
B. Be consistent with the existing and permitted uses within the original zones;
C. Only include conditions and restrictions that relate to the physical development or operation of
the property (examples include, but are not limited to, limitations on extent and intensity of
permitted uses; floor area, height, or lot coverage of structure(s); setbacks; parking, traffic
control devices, fencing, plantings, or landscaping; or the creation of open space or buffer
zones); and
D. Be subject to an agreement between authorized representatives of the property owner and the
Town providing for the implementation and enforcement of all terms and conditions imposed
and agreed to by the parties pursuant to this section.
1.8A.4 Procedure
Except as otherwise provided in this section, all proposed rezoning amendments shall be processed in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S. §4352, or successor statutes, as my from time to time be amended.
The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing before any property is rezoned under this section.
Notice of this hearing must be posted in the municipal office at least 13 days before the public hearing.
Notice must also be published at least 2 times in a newspaper having general circulation in the
municipality. The date of the first publication must be at least 12 days before the hearing and the date of
the second publication must be at least 7 days before the hearing. Notice must also be sent to the owner
or owners of the property to be rezoned and to the owners of all property abutting the property to be
rezoned at the owners' last known addresses. Notice also must be sent to a public drinking water supplier
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if the area to be rezoned is within its source water protection area. This notice must contain a copy of the
proposed conditions and restrictions with a map indicating the property to be rezoned.
1.9 Availability
A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with the Municipal Clerk and shall be accessible to
any member of the public. Copies shall be made available to the public at reasonable cost at the
expense of the person making the request.
1.10 Annual Administrative Review
The Code Enforcement Officer, Planning Board and Board of Appeals each shall report as needed to
the Board of Selectmen on their respective experience with the administration of this Ordinance.
Their reports to the Board of Selectmen shall include any recommended amendments that would:
A. Enhance their ability to more effectively meet their respective administrative
responsibilities under this Ordinance; and
B. Enhance the implementation of the purposes of this Ordinance contained in Article 1,
Section 3, above. The failure of any person or board to comply with this provision shall not
affect the validity or enforceability of this Ordinance in any way.

ARTICLE 2 - LAND USE DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS
Shoreland Zoning Areas indicated on the zoning map are regulated by the Town of Dover-Foxcroft’s
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance dated June 20, 1979, as amended.
2.1 Establishment of Districts
For the purposes of this Ordinance, the Town of Dover-Foxcroft is hereby divided into the following
land use districts:
x Rural Residential 1 (RR1)
x Rural Residential 2 (RR2)
x Residential (RES)
x Village (V)
x Industrial (IN1)
x Downtown (COM1)
x Commerce (COM2)
x Historic District (H)
2.2 Rules Governing District Boundaries
The location and boundaries of the land use districts are established as shown on the “Town of
Dover-Foxcroft Zoning map,” which is hereby made a part of this Ordinance. This map shall be on
file in the office of the Town Clerk. Unless otherwise set forth on the Town of Dover-Foxcroft
Zoning map, zone boundary lines are property lines, the centerlines of roads, streets and rights-ofway or such lines extended, and the center lines of water courses or such lines extended, or the Town
boundary lines. Boundaries indicated as following or parallel to shore lines shall be construed to
follow or be parallel to the normal high water mark of such shore lines, and in the event of changes
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in the shore line shall be construed as moving with the actual shore line. Where uncertainty exists as
to the exact location of the district boundary lines, the Board of Appeals shall be the final authority
as to location. Exclusive of lands subject to shoreland zoning requirements, where a land use district
boundary line divides a lot or parcel of land of the same ownership of record at the time such line is
established by adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, the regulations applicable to the less
restricted portion of the lot may be extended not more than 100 feet into the more restricted portion
of the lot.
2.3 Land Use Requirements
Except as hereinafter specified, no building, structure or land shall hereafter be used or occupied,
and no building or structure or part thereof shall hereafter be erected, constructed, expanded, moved,
or altered and no new lot shall be created except in conformity with all of the regulations herein
specified for the district in which it is located, unless a variance is granted.
2.4 District Purposes
The purpose of these district requirements is to implement the municipality’s Comprehensive Plan
and to provide for orderly growth and development.
A. Rural Residential 1 (RR1) The purpose of this district is to encompass areas of existing
residential areas while maintaining the rural character of the town, protecting agricultural and
forestry uses, providing open spaces, providing for residential growth and encouraging medium
to high density development.
B. Rural Residential 2 District (RR2) The purpose of this district is to maintain the rural
character of the town, to protect agricultural and forestry uses, to provide open spaces and
provide for single-family residential dwellings with larger lot sizes
C. Residential (RES) The purpose of this district is to encompass areas of existing residential
development while maintaining the rural character of the town, and to provide medium-density
residential opportunities between the higher density Village district and the lower density Rural
Residential districts.
D. Village (V) The purpose of this district is to provide an area for future growth and to provide
an expansion of limited commercial uses and will include areas that will serve as high-density
residential development.
E. Industrial (IN1) The purpose of this district is to provide land that is conveniently located
with respect to appropriate transportation, and other conditions favorable to the development of
additional business and to limit undesirable conflicts between residential and industrial
development.
F. Downtown Commercial (COM1) The purpose of this district is to include existing
commercial development while providing for the expansion of commercial uses.
G. Commercial (COM2) The purpose of this district is to encourage development of
commercial uses.
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H. Historic (H) This district is shown on the attached map (Appendix 1). The purpose of this
district is to acknowledge and ensure the long-term preservation of historic structures within the
Town. Properties currently listed and registered on the National Register of Historic Places will
be included in this district. Any proposed land use activity involving structural development
within the Historic District shall be submitted by the applicant to the Historical Review
Committee for review and comments, at least 7 days prior to action being taken by the Code
Enforcement Officer or Planning Board. If a member of the Historical Review Committee is
unable to meet with the applicant during that 7 day time frame for whatever reason then the
appropriate permits may be issued. The CEO or Planning Board shall consider comments
received from the Commission prior to rendering a decision on the application and shall require
that historic resources be protected to the maximum extent possible in accordance with the
Committees recommendations.
2.5 District Requirements
Permitted uses and uses subject to site plan review and approval of the Planning Board shall conform
to all dimensional requirements and other applicable requirements of this Ordinance.
A plumbing permit and/or building and use permit shall be required for all buildings, uses and
sanitary facilities according to the provisions of Article 3, Sections 3.2 / 3.3 / 3.4 of this Ordinance.
All uses shall comply with the land use standards of Article 2 of this Ordinance.
Land uses permitted in each of the districts, in accordance with the land use standards of this
Ordinance, are shown in Table B-1.
Permit Symbols
YES - Yes, allowed without a permit, but must comply with land use standards
NO - No, not allowed
PB - Site plan review and approval of the Planning Board is required (see CEO)
CEO - Code Enforcement Officer Permit required
Table B-1
Uses
V
Resource Extraction and
Rural Uses
Agriculture
Animal Breeding & Care
Boarding and riding stables
Campground
Extractive industry
Wood processing operation
Public outdoor recreation such
as parks, and playgrounds
Earth materials storage

Growth Districts
IN1
COM1
COM2
*

*

RES

Rural Districts
RR1
RR2

PB
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO

NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
YES

NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO

NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB

PB
PB
PB
NO
NO
NO

YES
YES
YES
PB
NO
PB

YES
YES
YES
PB
PB
PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

NO

PB

NO

PB

PB
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Uses
V

Growth Districts
IN1
COM1
COM2

RES

Rural Districts
RR1
RR2

Accessory structure, uses, or
Accessory structures are permitted in the same fashion as the
services that are essential for the primary structure on the lot, and require review under the same entity
or entities.
exercise of uses listed above.
Residential Uses
Single-family dwelling

CEO

NO

CEO

NO

CEO

CEO

CEO

Single family mobile home

CEO

NO

NO

NO

CEO

CEO

CEO

Two-family dwelling
Multi-family dwelling
(Three or more families)
Mobile home park
Home Occupation
Conservation Development
Housing
Accessory apartment

CEO

NO

CEO

NO

CEO

CEO

CEO

PB

NO

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

PB
PB

NO
NO

NO
PB

NO
PB

PB
PB

PB
CEO

NO
CEO

PB

NO

NO

NO

PB

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

CEO

CEO

Accessory structures, uses or
Accessory structures are permitted in the same fashion as the
services that are essential for the primary structure on the lot, and require review under the same entity
exercise of uses listed above
or entities.
Institutional Uses
Animal hospital, veterinary
clinic
Cemetery
Church, synagogue, parish
house
Civic, convention center
Community center
Community living arrangement
Day care center

*

*

PB

NO

NO

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

PB

PB

CEO

NO

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

PB
PB
PB

PB
NO
NO

PB
PB
PB

PB
PB
NO

NO
PB
PB

PB
PB
PB

PB
PB
PB

CEO

PB

CEO

PB

NO

PB

PB

Fraternal order and service club
CEO
PB
CEO
NO
PB
PB
PB
Governmental facilities and
PB
PB
PB
NO
NO
PB
PB
grounds
Hospital, medical clinic
PB
PB
PB
NO
NO
PB
PB
Nursing home, convalescent
PB
NO
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
facility
Museum
PB
NO
PB
NO
PB
PB
PB
Public or private school
PB
NO
PB
NO
PB
PB
PB
Public Building
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
PB
Accessory structures, uses or
Accessory structures are permitted in the same fashion as the
services that are essential for the primary structure on the lot, and require review under the same entity
exercise of uses listed above.
or entities.
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Uses
V
Commercial Uses
Amusement facility,
commercial recreation
Antiques /art gallery/craft
shop/gift shop
Auction barn
Automobile sales lot and repair
garage
Automobile service station
Bed and breakfast
Boat building, repair
Building materials, retail sales
Commercial complex
Commercial greenhouse,
nursery
Commercial removal of earth
materials
Commercial school
Communication facility
Communication tower
Concessions/Take out food
service
Essential services
Financial institution
Funeral home
Golf Course/ Clubhouse
Grocery and variety store
Health spa, fitness club, gym
Indoor entertainment and
recreation
Kennel-boarding site
Laundry, dry cleaning
establishment
Liquor store
Hotel, Motel
Neighborhood convenience
store/service station
Off-street parking and loading
facility
Outdoor storage business
Planned unit development
Power transmission lines and
fuel pipelines

Growth Districts
IN1
COM1
COM2
*

*

RES

Rural Districts
RR1
RR2

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

NO

NO

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB
PB
NO
PB
PB

NO
NO
PB
NO

PB
PB
NO
PB
PB

PB
PB
NO
PB
PB

NO
PB
NO
NO
NO

PB
PB
PB
PB
NO

PB
PB
PB
NO
NO

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

PB

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

PB

PB

PB
PB
CEO

PB
PB
PB

PB
PB
CEO

PB
PB
PB

NO
NO
NO

PB
PB
PB

PB
PB
PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

YES
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB

YES
NO
PB
NO
NO
PB

YES
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB

YES
PB
NO
NO
PB
PB

YES
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO

YES
PB
PB
PB
PB
PB

YES
PB
PB
PB
PB
PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

NO

NO

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB
PB

NO
PB

PB
PB

PB
PB

NO
NO

PB
PB

NO
PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

NO

PB

PB

NO
PB

NO
NO

NO
PB

NO
NO

NO
PB

PB
PB

PB
PB

PB

CEO

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB
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Uses
V

Growth Districts
IN1
COM1
COM2

RES

Rural Districts
RR1
RR2

Professional offices, office
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
building
Publishing, printing
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Redemption center
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Restaurant
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Repair service (other than auto)
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Retail business
PB
NO
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Self-storage facility
NO
PB
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
Service business
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Signs
CEO
CEO
CEO
CEO
CEO
CEO
CEO
Boat Storage
PB
PB
PB
NO
NO
PB
PB
Wholesale business
NO
PB
NO
PB
NO
PB
PB
Accessory structures, uses or
Accessory structures are permitted in the same fashion as the
services that are essential for the primary structure on the lot, and require review under the same entity
exercise of uses listed above.
or entities.
Industrial Uses
Automobile graveyard/junkyard
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
Air transportation use
NO
PB
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
Bulk oil and fuel storage, in
excess of 50 gallons except for
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
on site purposes
Construction equipment
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
storage/except temporary for
road construction
Demolition, waste disposal
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB
NO
Light manufacturing assembly
NO
PB
NO
PB
NO
PB
PB
plant
Manufacturing
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Newspaper facility
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Pulp mill
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
Saw mill
NO
PB
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
Sewage treatment facility
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
Solid waste transfer station
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
PB
PB
Public Transportation Facility
PB
PB
PB
PB
NO
PB
PB
Warehouse
NO
PB
NO
PB
NO
PB
PB
Accessory structures, uses or
Accessory structures are permitted in the same fashion as the
services that are essential for the
primary structure on the lot, and require review under the same
exercise of uses listed above
entity or entities.
*Any legal business located in an existing structure, or the physical expansion of an existing business
provided that the addition is less than 10% of the floor area of the existing facility, qualifies as a
permitted use in the COM1 and COM2 zone and can be permitted by CEO.
Any legal business not located in an existing structure, or the physical expansion of an existing
11

Uses
V

Growth Districts
IN1
COM1
COM2

RES

Rural Districts
RR1
RR2

business which exceeds 10% of the floor area of the existing structure requires planning board
approval.
2.6 Dimensional Requirements
All structures and uses shall meet or exceed the following minimum requirements. Additional lot
area or setbacks may be required by other provisions of this Ordinance. See notes following the table
for additional requirements.
Table B-2
Minimum Dimensional
Requirements

Growth Districts
V

Minimum lot area * (G)
With public sewer (ft2)
Without public sewer (ft2)
Minimum land area per
dwelling unit

IN1

COM1

COM2

2 ac
5,000

5,000

15,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

N/A

N/A

N/A

Minimum lot width (ft) (A)
With public sewer
Without public sewer
Minimum setbacks3 (ft)
Front setback1(C)(D)(E)(F)
With public sewer
Without public sewer
Side setback1(C)(D)(E)
With public sewer
Without public sewer
Rear setback1(C)(D)(E)
With public sewer
Without public sewer
Maximum lot coverage

80%

Maximum building height

35 ft

50
100

N/A

200

15
15
5
5

50
100

50
100

10
20

10
20

10
20

5
15

Rural Districts
RES

RR1

RR2

20,000 ft2

2 ac2

2 ac2

15,000 ft2

1 ac2

2 ac2

100

200

200

25

25

25

15

15

15

25

50

50

10
20

10
201

10
20

90%

N/A

90%

50%2

25%2

25%2

45 ft

45 ft

35 ft

35 ft

35 ft

35 ft

Acceptable heights shall be considered by the planning board on an asneeded basis.
*The minimum area of a mobile home park lot shall be 6,500 square feet where served by a public
sewer system, and 12,000 square feet where served by a central, on-site subsurface wastewater disposal
system, and 20,000 square feet with individual, on-site subsurface wastewater disposal systems.
Maximum structure height
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Minimum Dimensional
Requirements

Growth Districts
V

IN1

COM1

COM2

Rural Districts
RES

RR1

RR2

1

In this zone only, the Planning Board may reduce the minimum setback requirements when
considering special exceptions, provided such a reduction is consistent with Section 8.3, C-5.
2
Density bonus provisions can apply as detailed in Section 9.8 of the Town’s Subdivision Ordinance
3
Signs are excluded from front setbacks and windmills must setback a minimum of two times the height
of the windmill
Notes to table:
A. Required frontage. All lots hereinafter created shall possess frontage on (1) a public road, or on (2)
a private road or other thoroughfare or access route which meets the specifications for road construction
in section 9.2 of the Town's Subdivision Ordinance.
B. Cul-de-sac frontage. New building lots located at the end of cul-de-sacs or along curves in a street
where the radius of the curve at the front lot line is less than 90 feet, may be designed so that they have a
minimum of 35 feet of street frontage along the front lot line, so long as lot width at the location where
the principal building is to be constructed is at least equal to the distance normally required for street
frontage in that district. The lot width shall be measured along a line that is parallel to a tangent of the
mid-point of the curve.
C. Setback measurements. The front setback along a public road shall be measured from the edge of
the right-of-way line to the nearest part of the building, including roof overhangs. All side and rear
setbacks shall be measured from the property line to the nearest part of the building. All structures,
whether attached to the principal structure or not and whether open or enclosed, including porches,
carports, balconies or platforms above normal grade level, shall not project into any area designated as a
set-back area.
D. Driveways, parking areas. Driveways and parking areas may be located within any required setback
area provided that they shall not be located within five (5) feet of the side or rear lot lines.
E. Accessory structures. When located beyond the rear of the principal building, accessory buildings
no larger than 150 square feet in floor area may be located within the required side or rear setbacks
provided that no structure shall be located within five (5) feet from a side or rear lot line.
F. Corner lots. The front setback requirement shall be observed along all roads abutting the lot.
G. Lots of Record. Any single lot in existence on the effective date of adoption of this ordinance may
be built upon without compliance with lot requirements set down by this ordinance for the zone in which
the lot is found.
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ARTICLE 3 –
ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES
3.1 Administering Agencies
A. Code Enforcement Officer
Unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance, the Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) shall administer
and enforce this Ordinance. No permit application shall be approved by the Code Enforcement
Officer except in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance. The Code Enforcement Officer
shall have the following duties, among others, in enforcing this Ordinance:
1. Applications and fees. Act upon all applications and collect any fees due; refer/process all
applications as required.
2. CEO Permit approvals. Act upon permit applications that are under the jurisdiction of the
CEO as set forth in Article 2, Land Use Districts.
3. Site plan review permits. Review applications which are under the jurisdiction of the
Planning Board, as set forth in Article 2, for completeness of submissions and refer such
applications to the Planning Board for site plan approval.
4. Board of Appeals applications. Refer requests for variances and administrative appeals to the
Board of Appeals.
5. Complaints and violations. Investigate complaints and reported violations.
6. Reports and records. Keep written reports and thorough records.
7. Violation notices. Issue violation notices.
8. Appeals. Participate in appeals procedures.
9. Consent agreements. Process or act on consent agreements involving violations of this
Ordinance and appear in court when necessary.
10. Agendas. Prepare agendas for mailing at least seven days before meetings of the Planning
Board and Board of Appeals, and attend meetings of the Planning Board and Board of Appeals
where applicable.
11. Permit revocations. Revoke any permit after notice if it was issued in error or if it was based
on erroneous information.
12. Interpretation. Refer matters to the Planning Board when there is a question concerning the
interpretation of this Ordinance.
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B. Board of Appeals
The Board of Appeals shall be responsible for deciding administrative and variance appeals in
accordance with the requirements of Article 8 of this Land Use ordinance. Following the issuance of
any decision favorable to the applicant, the applicant shall return to the Code Enforcement Officer
for approval of any applicable building permit application. The role of the Board of Appeals is
limited to ensuring that required procedures are followed and that variances are granted in strict
conformity with the requirements of this Ordinance. The Board of Appeals shall have no authority to
substitute its judgment for that of the Planning Board or Code Enforcement Officer in the
substantive review of development proposals.
C. Planning Board
The Planning Board shall be responsible for reviewing and acting upon applications for site plan
approval as set forth in Article 2. Following approval by the Planning Board, the applicant shall
return to the Code Enforcement Officer for issuance of any applicable permits.
D. Historical Review Committee
The Historical Review Committee shall be responsible for review of any applications for proposed
land use activity involving structural development within the Historic District (See map – Appendix
1). For permit applications they will provide comments and recommendations to the applicant
regarding their application and the Code Enforcement Officer. For site plan review applications they
will submit comments and recommendations to the Planning Board and which should be taken into
consideration for the decision. Consultation to the Committee is required but the recommendations
from the Committee are not mandatory.
3.2 Permits Required
It shall be unlawful, without first obtaining a permit from the appropriate reviewing authority, to engage
in any activity or use of land or structure requiring approval in the district in which such activity or use
would occur; or expand, change, or replace an existing use or structure; or renew a discontinued
nonconforming use. Approval shall be required for:
A. Activities requiring Code Enforcement Officer approval. Any activity listed in Article 2,
Land Use Districts, as requiring approval from the Code Enforcement Officer.
B. Activities requiring site plan approval. Any activity listed in Article 2, Land Use Districts,
as requiring approval from the Planning Board.
3.3 Permit Application
A. Written application. Every applicant for a permit shall submit a written application, including a
site plan, on a form provided by the municipality, to the Code Enforcement Officer. The following
items, when appropriate, shall be included on the application.
1) The shape, size and location of the lot to be built upon and structure(s) to be erected,
altered or removed.
2) Any structure(s) already on the lot.
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3) Depth of front yards of structure(s) and adjoining lots.
4) Statement of intended use.
5) Other information, as outlined in this ordinance, needed by the Code Enforcement
Officer, Planning Board, or the Board of Appeals to determine compliance with the
provisions of this Ordinance.
6) Proof that the applicant has right, title or interest in the property.
B. Historical Review Committee Consultation. Applications that are within the designated
Historic District (see map – Appendix 1) shall be required to be reviewed by the Historical Review
Committee for their comments and recommendations. The applicant may then choose to amend their
plans, but are not required to.
C. Signature. All applications shall be signed by the owner of the property or the owner’s legal
agent, certifying that the information on it is complete and accurate. If the person signing the
application is not the owner or lessee of the property, then that person shall submit a letter of
authorization from the owner or lessee.
D. Application to be dated. All applications shall be dated, and the Code Enforcement Officer or
Planning Board, as appropriate, shall note upon each application the date of its receipt.
E. Plumbing permit. A valid plumbing permit or a completed application for a plumbing permit,
including the site evaluation approved by the Local Plumbing Inspector, shall be submitted
whenever the nature of the proposed structure or use would require the installation of a subsurface
wastewater disposal system.
F. Fees.
1) Applications for Code Enforcement Officer approval. Applications for a permit from the
Code Enforcement Officer shall be accompanied by a fee according to the fee schedule as
amended. This application fee shall be made by check payable to the Town. No application
shall be found complete until the fee is paid. This fee shall not be refundable.
2) Applications for Planning Board approval. Applications for site plan approval by the
Planning Board shall be accompanied by a fee according to the fee schedule as amended.
This application fee shall be made by check payable to the Town. No application shall be
found complete until the fee is paid. This fee shall not be refundable.
3) Modifications. Any modification to the description, scale drawing, or site plan of the
proposed structure(s) shall require a revised application, payment according to the fee
schedule as amended, and approval in accordance with the provisions of Article 2, Land Use
District Requirements, prior to beginning the work.
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3.4 Procedure for Administering Permits
A. Submission of Permit applications to Code Enforcement Officer
1) Determination of complete application. Within 30 days of the date of receiving a written
application for approval of either the Code Enforcement Officer or the Planning Board, the
Code Enforcement Officer shall notify the applicant either that the application has been
accepted as a complete application or, if the application is incomplete, that specific additional
material is needed to make the application complete.
2) Referrals. All complete applications which require site plan approval of the Planning Board
or action by the Board of Appeals shall within a period of thirty (30) days be referred to the
applicable board for action and public notice shall be given. After approval, with or without
conditions by such Board, the Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a permit within seven
(7) working days after being notified of such approval.
3) Building permit approvals. In all other cases involving approval by the Code Enforcement
Officer, the Code Enforcement Officer shall within a period of seven (7) working days
approve or deny such applications in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.
4) Written notification. If approval is either denied or approved with conditions, the reasons as
well as conditions shall be stated in writing. No approval shall be granted for an application
involving a structure if the structure would be located in an unapproved subdivision or would
violate any other local ordinance or regulation or any State law which the municipality is
responsible for enforcing.
B. Applicant Responsibility
1) Burden of proof. The applicant shall have the burden of proving that the proposed land use
activity is in conformity with the purposes and provisions of this Ordinance.
2) Posting. Within seven (7) working days of receiving the approval, the applicant shall
conspicuously post any approval issued, on the lot where the activity will occur, at a location
clearly visible from the public street or road.
C. Expiration of Approval
If no substantial progress of construction has been made within one (1) year from the date the
approval is granted, the approval becomes invalid. The Code Enforcement Officer shall renew the
approval within 30 days after the expiration of the approval upon payment of a fee as specified in the
fee schedule as amended, a maximum of two times. Otherwise the permit becomes invalid and the
application process must begin anew.
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3.5 Non-conforming Uses
This section applies to any use of a lot or parcel of land which was grandfathered or approved under a
previous ordinance on the date of adoption of this ordinance (see Article 1.7) and which does not
conform to this ordinance. Such a use is “grandfathered” and can continue, subject only to the following
restrictions. The following provisions shall apply to all non-conforming uses:
A. Any non-conforming use or facility may be continued and may be expanded by ten percent of the
existing size at the time of adoption of this ordinance. Any non-conforming use upon the
recommendation of the Planning Board may be expanded an additional ten percent of the
existing size in square feet at the time of the adoption of this ordinance.
B. Any non-conforming structure damaged by fire, flood, explosion, or other casualty may be rebuilt
and used as before if such building is performed within 12 months of such casualty and if the
restored structure has no greater coverage and contains no greater cubic content than before such
casualty.
C. In the event that any non-conforming use, other than residential, conducted in the structure or
otherwise, ceases, for whatever reason, for a period of one year, such non-conforming use shall
not be resumed.
3.6 Enforcement
A. Violations. It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of this
Ordinance. If the Code Enforcement Officer shall find that any provision of this Ordinance is
being violated, he or she shall notify in writing the person responsible for such violation.
B. Penalty. Any person, including but not limited to a landowner, a landowner's agent or a
contractor, who orders or conducts any activity in violation of this Ordinance shall be penalized
in accordance with Title 30-A, MRSA Section 4452.

ARTICLE 4 - SITE PLAN REVIEW
4.1 Submission Requirements
A. Cover letter explaining scope of the project.
B. A completed application for site plan review shall consist of eight (8) copies of required plans.
Plans shall be drawn to a scale no smaller than 1” = 100’. An additional copy is required to be
submitted to the Historical Review Committee if the project is located with the designated Historic
District (see map – Appendix 1).
C. The site plan shall contain the following items, unless the Board, by formal action, waives
specific requirements:
1. A title block containing the name and address of the applicant and property owner; the
name and address of the preparer of the plan, with professional seal, if applicable;
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location of the property according to municipal tax maps; and the date of plan
preparation or revision.
2. A north arrow, a graphic scale, and a signature block for members of the Board.
3. Location and description of all buildings existing or to be placed on the site.
4. Land Use District, including the districts abutting the property if different.
5. Location of physical features such as ledge, wetlands, watercourses, sand and gravel
aquifers and forested areas.
6. Location and design details of existing and proposed utilities, including power,
water, sewer or septic system, and drainage structures.
7. Location of any permanently installed machinery likely to cause appreciable noise at the
lot lines.
8. Existing contours and finished grade elevations within the site.
9. Location and necessary design details of all parking and paved areas.
10. A plan for the treatment of storm water.
11. A copy of the soil survey map of the area.
12. Description of any raw, finished or waste materials to be stored outside the buildings
and any stored materials of a hazardous nature.
13. Description of the type and placement of sewage facilities:
a. Where disposal will be accomplished through subsurface waste disposal system,
an analysis of test pits prepared by a licensed site evaluator.
b. Where disposal will be accomplished through a public or community system,
certification of approval by the sewer plant superintendent.
14. Indication of water supply sufficient in quantity and quality for both normal use and fire
protection. Where public water will be used, a certification of sufficiency from the
Dover-Foxcroft Water District and Dover-Foxcroft Fire Chief is required.
4.2 Performance Guarantees
A. The developer shall, in an amount set by the Town Manager, file with the Town, prior to the
issuance of final approval, a performance guarantee in the form of a certified check payable to the
Town of Dover-Foxcroft, a performance bond running to the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, an
irrevocable letter of credit to cover the full cost of required improvements or some other form of
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surety that is acceptable to the Town Manager. Any such bond shall be satisfactory to the Town
Manager and the municipal attorney as to form, sufficiency, manner of execution and surety.
B. At the discretion of the Town Manager, the developer may be allowed to submit individual bonds
for each phase of a project’s development. If this option is chosen, prior to submission of each
individual bond, the developer shall submit to the Town a written statement detailing completion
dates for all roads and other public improvements planned for that phase.
C. A period of one (1) year (or such period as the Town Manager may determine appropriate, not to
exceed three (3) years) shall be set forth in the bond time within which required improvements must
be completed.
D. Inspection of Required Improvements:
1) At least fifteen (15) days prior to commencing construction of required improvements, the
developer shall notify in writing the Code Enforcement Officer of the time when the
developer proposes to commence construction of such improvements so that the Town
Manager can cause inspection to be made to assure that all specifications and requirements
shall be met during the construction of required improvements, and to assure the satisfactory
completion of improvements, and utilities required by the Board. Inspection shall be made of
all required public improvements as defined above;
2) At least five (5) days prior to commencing construction of required improvements, the
developer shall pay an inspection fee equal to the estimated cost of inspection by an engineer
appointed by the Town, payable by check to the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, stating the purpose
of the fee. No building permits shall be issued on the project and no work begun until the
inspection fee has been paid.
3) If the inspector shall find, upon inspection of the improvement performed before the
expiration date of the performance bond, that any of the required improvements have not
been constructed in accordance with plans and specifications filed by the developer, the
inspector shall so report to the Town Manager, Road Commissioner and Building Inspector.
The Town Manager shall then notify the developer and, if necessary, the bonding company
or bank, and take all necessary steps to preserve the municipality’s rights under the bond or
letter of credit. No plan shall be approved by the Board as long as the developer is in default
on a previously approved Plan;
4) Upon completion and final inspection of all required improvements, any funds remaining in a
project’s inspection fee account, after all inspection fees have been paid, shall be returned to
the developer.
5) The applicant shall be required to maintain all improvements and provide for snow removal
on streets and sidewalks until acceptance of said improvements by the legislative body.
E. The performance guarantee shall not be released by the Town Manager until:
a. The inspecting official has completed a final inspection of the project and has submitted a
statement stating that all required public improvements as defined above have been
completed in accordance with approved plans and specifications.
b. The Town Manager and Code Enforcement Officer have examined the site, have
reviewed the inspecting official’s report and concur with the inspector’s findings.
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c. Performance guarantees collected on phased work segments shall be released in the same
manner as outlined above, upon completion of each phase.
4.3 Review Criteria
The following criteria and standards shall be utilized by the Planning Board in reviewing
applications for Site Plan Review. These standards are intended to provide a guide for the applicant
in the development of site and building plans as well as a method of review for the Board. These
standards shall not be regarded as inflexible requirements. They are not intended to discourage
creativity, invention, and innovation.
A. Preservation of Landscape: The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as
practicable, by minimizing tree and soil removal, retaining existing vegetation where
desirable, and keeping any grade changes in character with the general appearance of
neighboring areas.
If a site includes a ridge or ridges which are elevated above the surrounding areas and
provide scenic vistas for surrounding areas, special attempts shall be made to preserve the
natural environment of the skyline of the ridge. Buildings shall be located so that they are
not clearly visible from surrounding areas. Siting away from the skyline, plantings, and
buffering landscaping are potential methods of preserving the scenic vista.
The Planning Board shall consider the comments of the State Historic Preservation Officer, if
any, and may require that significant archaeological sites be preserved to the maximum
extent possible both during construction and following completion of the development.
B. Preservation of Historic Structures: For any applications located within the Historic District,
the Planning Board shall consider comments received from the Historical Review Committee
prior to rendering a decision on the application and shall require that historic resources be
protected to the maximum extent possible in accordance with the Committees
recommendations.
C. Relation of Proposed Buildings to the Environment: Proposed structures shall be related
harmoniously to the terrain and to existing buildings in the vicinity that have a visual
relationship to the proposed buildings. Special attention shall be paid to the scale of the
proposed building(s), massing of the structure(s), and such natural features as slope,
orientation, soil type, and drainage courses.
D. Parking and Circulation: The layout and design of all means of vehicular and pedestrian
circulation, including walkways, interior drives, and parking areas shall consider general
interior circulation, separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, service traffic, loading
areas, and the arrangement and use of parking areas. These facilities shall be safe and
convenient and, insofar as practicable, shall not detract from the proposed buildings and
neighboring properties.
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All entrance and exit driveways shall be located to afford maximum safety to traffic, provide
for safe and convenient ingress and egress to and from the site and to minimize conflict with
the flow of traffic.
Any exit driveway or driveway lane shall be designed in profile and grading and located as to
provide the maximum possible sight distance measured in each direction. The sight distance
available should not be less than the stopping distance for oncoming traffic at the posted
speed limit (about 10’ per mph).
Acceleration and deceleration lanes should be provided where the volume of traffic using the
driveway and the volume of traffic on the road would create unsafe traffic conditions.
E. Surface Water Drainage: Adequate provisions shall be made for surface drainage so that
removal of surface waters will not adversely affect neighboring properties, down-stream
conditions, or the public storm drainage system. Adequate treatment shall be provided to
mitigate potential impacts to receiving wetlands and water bodies from pollutants, excess
nutrients and elevated temperatures in storm water runoff from developed areas.
F. Utilities: The site plan shall show what provisions are being proposed for adequate water
supply and wastewater disposal in accordance with state standards.
G. Special Features: Exposed storage areas, exposed machinery installations, service areas,
truck loading areas, utility buildings and structures and similar accessory areas and structures
shall be subject to such setbacks, screen plantings or other screening methods as shall
reasonably be required to prevent their being incongruous with the existing or contemplated
environment and the surrounding properties.
H. Exterior Lighting: All exterior lighting shall be designated to encourage energy efficiency, to
ensure safe movement of people and vehicles, and to minimize adverse impact on
neighboring properties and public ways. Adverse impact is to be judged in terms of hazards
to people and vehicular traffic and potential damage to the value of adjacent properties.
Lighting shall be arranged to minimize glare and reflection on adjacent properties and the
traveling public. The Planning Board shall determine the necessity for lighting depending
upon the nature of the intended use.
I.

Emergency Vehicle Access: Provisions shall be made for providing and maintaining
convenient and safe emergency vehicle access to all buildings and structures at all times.

J. Landscaping: Landscaping shall be designed and installed to define, soften, or screen the
appearance of off-street parking areas from the public right-of-way and abutting properties to
enhance the physical design of the building(s) and site.
K. Road Standards: When a project entails the construction of public or private ways, these
ways shall conform to Town Standards as described in Section 9.2 of the Towns Subdivision
Ordinance.
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L. Site Conditions: During construction, the site shall be maintained and left each day in a safe
and sanitary manner and any condition that could lead to personal injury or property damage
shall be immediately corrected by the developer upon an order by the Building Inspector or
other authorized personnel. The developer shall make provision for disposal of oil and
grease from equipment and the site area should be regularly sprayed to control dust from
construction activity.
M. Expiration of Approval
If no substantial progress of construction has been made within one (1) year from the date
the approval is granted, the approval becomes invalid. The Code Enforcement Officer shall
renew the approval within 30 days after the expiration of the approval upon payment of a fee
as specified in the fee schedule as amended, a maximum of two times. Otherwise the
approval becomes invalid and the application process must begin anew.

ARTICLE 5 – PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
The following performance standards shall apply to all site plans, provided, however, where the
Planning Board finds that, due to special circumstances of a particular plan, the provision of certain
required performance standards which are not requisite in the interest of public health, safety and
general welfare, the Planning Board may waive such requirements, subject to appropriate conditions.
5.1

Road Standards
When a project entails the construction of public or private ways, these ways shall conform to
Town standards as described in Section 9.2 of the Town’s Subdivision Ordinance.

5.2

Buffers
Buffers are fences, landscaping, berms and mounds used to minimize any adverse impacts or
nuisance on the site or from adjacent areas. The following guidelines apply:
A) Evergreens can be used as buffers, provided they are planted properly. An evergreen
buffer requires two (2) or three (3) rows of staggered plantings. The rows should be five
(5) feet apart and the evergreens planted four (4) feet on center.
B) Buffers shall be considered in or for the following areas and purposes:
- Along property lines, to shield various uses from each other
- Along interior roads running parallel to roads exterior to the site, to prevent confusion,
particularly at night.
- Parking areas, garbage collection areas, and loading and unloading areas.
- To block prevailing wind patterns and to stop wind-borne debris from leaving the site.
- Natural features shall be maintained wherever possible to provide a buffer between
the proposed development and non-compatible abutting properties and public
roadways.
- When natural features such as topography, gullies, stands of trees, shrubbery, rock
outcrops do not exist or are insufficient to provide a buffer; other kinds of buffers shall
be considered.
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- Buffers shall be sufficient to shield structures and uses from the view of noncompatible abutting properties and public roadways, and to otherwise prevent any
nuisances including but not limited to all loading and unloading operations, storage
areas, commercial vehicle parking, waste disposal and collection areas.
- Fencing and screening shall be durable and properly maintained at al times by the
owner.
- Fencing and screening shall be so located within the property line to allow access for
maintenance on both sides without intruding upon abutting properties.
- All buffer areas shall be maintained in a neat and sanitary condition by the owner
5.3

Waste Controls
Any waste control features shall be in accordance with the Town Sewer Ordinance and/or
applicable state regulations.

5.4

Air-Pollution and Noise Controls
A. It shall be unlawful within the Town of Dover-Foxcroft for any persons, owner, agent,
operator, firm or corporation to permit or cause, suffer of allow the discharge, emission or
release into the atmosphere from any source whatsoever of soot, fly ash, dust, cinders,
waste, particulate, solid, liquid or gaseous matter or any other materials in such place,
manner or concentration as to constitute atmospheric pollution.
B. A maximum of 60 decibels at the property line shall not be exceeded.

5.5

Accessibility
Any building or facility constructed as a place of public accommodation or place of employment,
or when estimated total costs for remodeling, enlarging, or renovating an existing building
exceed $100,000, the facilities must meet the following ANSI 117.1-1986 standards, as
amended:
a) Accessible route;
b) 4.13 doors;
c) 4.27.3 tactile warnings on doors to hazardous areas
d) Parking spaces for use by persons with physical disability in adequate number, pursuant to
section 4593, subsection 1, paragraph E; and
e) 4.17 toilet stalls, at least one of which must be a standard toilet stall configuration pursuant
to ANSI 117.1 – 1986 fig. 30 (a).

5.6

Water Recreation And Water Storage Facilities
Any facility for water recreation such as public swimming pools, outdoor water storage tanks,
swimming clubs, and commercial fishing pond, or any other water storage facility such as
reservoirs, fish hatcheries, sewage lagoons and farm ponds shall comply with the following
requirements:
A. The facility shall comply with the setback requirements.
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B. The facility shall be enclosed by a fence no less than four (4) feet high to prevent
uncontrolled access by small children, if prescribed by the Planning Board for safety
reasons.
5.7

Signs
Are defined as any exterior device designed to inform or attract the attention of the public.
The intent of this section is to preserve the value of property, protect the public safety and
promote the visual quality of the town. It is also the intent of this section to provide for the
integration of all signs with the architectural character of the buildings and neighborhoods with
which they are associated, to make all signs a harmonious complement through appropriate scale
and appearance with the structure to which they are attached. No sign shall contain information
or advertising for any product not sold on the premises, except for signs on state roads which are
permitted by the State Department of Transportation. No sign, including signs in existence at the
time of the adoption of this amendment, shall obstruct or otherwise disrupt the vision of drivers
on public or private roadways due to location, size, or illumination. Especial care shall be taken
so that signs do not block drivers’ lines-of-sight at intersections.
A. Any signs allowed without a permit need to comply with all other aspects of this section.
B. Public Signs
Public signs, including but not limited to community information signs, safety and traffic signs,
directional and historic signs, are allowed without permit and shall be placed within distances
consistent with their functions. Where appropriate, they shall be unified in the use of symbols,
lettering, color, size, location, and mounting.
C. Business Signs
1. Business signs are permitted and shall be constructed, installed, and maintained so as to
ensure public safety and preserve the visual quality of the community. Such signs shall be
clearly associated with and on the same site as the building or establishment which they
announce. They shall not contain information or advertising for any product not sold on
the premises. Business signs may be of the following types: painted, changeable letter,
changeable electronic copy, hanging or wall signs, projecting, double-faced, canopy, and
internally illuminated. Where appropriate, freestanding signs may be erected in addition
to a sign attached to a building, so long as the attached sign shall conform to the facade
lines of the building. No business sign shall extend above the roof line of the building to
which it is attached.
2. Industrial/Commercial Park Signs - One sign shall be permitted at the main entrance of an
industrial or commercial park. Such a sign shall bear the name of the park and an
additional sign for each entity within the park. The sign shall be a single free-standing
arrangement. The park name portion of the sign shall be no larger than thirty two (32)
square feet. The signs for each entity shall be no larger than five (5) square feet and shall
bear only the name of the entity. Another sign shall be permitted for a secondary entrance
to the park. Such secondary sign shall bear only the name of the park and shall be no
larger than ten (10) square feet. Neither sign shall block drivers’ lines-of-sight at the
entrance.
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D. Temporary Signs
1. Building construction - One sign per street frontage of a building under construction or
repair announcing the name of the enterprise or purpose for which the building is
intended shall be allowed without permit. Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet in area, or more than fifteen (15) feet in height. Such signs may be allowed
without permit during the construction project but shall be removed within three (3)
months of the completion of construction, unless permitted for an additional three (3)
months by the Code Enforcement Officer.
2. Announcements/Events
A. Non-Profit: Signs, including overhead banner signs, announcing non-commercial,
non-profit, events, may be allowed without permit for not more than two (2) weeks
prior to the event, and shall be removed within three (3) days of the event taking
place. Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and shall not
obstruct drivers’ view lines, nor shall any such sign be placed on the drivable portion
of a public way. Overhead banner signs larger than 32 square feet can be permitted up
to 80 square feet and are allowed not more than four (4) weeks prior to the event.
B. Public, Information/Community Event Signs – Public information and community
event signs are allowed as described in section 5.1 (B)
C. Political Signs – Political signs are allowed without permit in accordance with Maine
statutes governing political signs and elections.
3. Property advertising - One sign per property to advertise the sale, lease, or rental of the
property on which it is located shall be allowed without permit. Such a sign shall not
exceed (16) square feet in area and shall not obstruct drivers’ view lines.
4. Subdivision - A single sign, advertising for sale, lease, or rental of property within a land
subdivision shall be permitted. Such a sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in
area, or more than fifteen (15) feet in height, and shall not obstruct drivers’ view lines.
Such signs may be permitted no longer than four (4) years after the final subdivision plan
is approved.
5. Permitting of allowable temporary signs is not required.
6. Designated Areas – In addition to areas allowed for the placement of temporary signs for
non-profit, public announcements, or events, the Planning Board and Board of Selectmen
may designate additional areas where these signs may be placed
E. Special signs and displays
1. Time and/or temperature signs, including those provided by a business and including the
business’s name or symbol shall be permitted.
2. Spot lights and flood lights, shielded so as to be invisible to pedestrians and drivers off the
property, shall be allowed without permit.
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3. Address signs, not to exceed one (1) square foot in area, shall be allowed without permit.
4. One exterior directory sign per street level entrance, provided that no individual listing
exceeds one (1) square foot in area, shall be allowed without permit.
F. Illuminated signs
Illuminated signs are permitted, except that no illuminated signs shall be of the blinking,
alternating, or rotating type, and no illuminated sign shall constitute a safety hazard to any
public right-of-way by reason of unshielded lights or any other reason.
G. Changeable Electronic Copy Signs (Electronic Signs)
Changeable electronic copy signs are defined as a sign or portion of a sign that displays
electronic pictorial and/or alpha numeric information and is changeable by electronic means.
If any portion of a sign meets the definition of a changeable electronic copy sign, the entire
sign shall be considered a changeable electronic copy sign for the purposes of this ordinance.
Highway Corridor – for the purposes of this section, the highway corridor is defined as a lot
with frontage on State Route(s) 6 and 16(Milo Road) 6, 15, 16, (West Main Street/Guilford
Road), and 15 (East Main Street/Bangor Road) & Rt. 7 (Dexter Rd).
Existing Commercial Site – For the purpose of this section, an existing commercial site is any
lawful and conforming commercial land use of activity being conducted at the time of the
passage of this section.
The Planning Board shall adopt uniform regulations concerning the use of changeable
electronic copy signs and oversee the issuance of permits for electronic signs.
Permits for changeable electronic copy signs shall be issued to the business or entity using the
property. Permits shall transfer with change in business or entity using the property Permits
shall expire upon change of land use.
Changeable electronic copy signs shall be limited to highway corridors and existing
commercial sites consistent with uniform regulations adopted by the Planning Board.
Changeable electronic copy signs shall not be permitted within the historic district unless the
sign location is within the designated commercial portion of the historic district and on a
highway corridor.
x No part of the sign will flash, scroll, or blink.
x Each message will transition into another message instantaneously or within one second.
x The changeable portion of an electronic sign will in no case exceed twenty (20) square
feet.
x The height of an electronic sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet. This is measured from
the top of the sign to the finished grade at the foundation base.
x A changeable electronic copy sign fixed to the ground must be encompassed at the base
by a permanent landscaped foundation.
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H. Changeable letter signs
A single changeable letter sign may be permitted at a business site.
1. Such a sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet in area.
2. Such a sign shall be appropriately maintained and shall not detract from adjacent
property.
3. Such a sign does not obstruct drivers’ line-of-site.
4. If the sign is a changeable electronic copy sign, the changeable portion of the sign shall
not exceed twenty (20) square feet.
I. Home Occupation Signs
Any approved home occupation shall not erect or display a sign any larger than 2’ x 3’. A
freestanding sign shall be no higher than 6 feet. Neon and illuminated lights are not permitted.
J. Height clearance and projection limits of signs.
1. Ground signs. Ground signs of any type including changeable electronic copy signs shall
not exceed in height sixteen (16) feet above ground level. Ground signs within the
Commercial 2 Land Use District shall not exceed twenty four (24) feet in height.
Changeable electronic copy signs in the Commercial 2 district shall not exceed sixteen
(16) feet in height.
2. Projecting signs, except awning, canopy, or marquee signs
a. cannot overhang a public way beyond 3’ from building face
b. over a public way must leave pedestrian clearance of 8’ including awning,
canopy, or marquee signs
c. can be no larger than 12 square feet
d. If the projecting sign is a changeable electronic copy sign, the sign shall meet any
additional regulations by the Planning Board.
K. Size and number limits of business signs
One primary business sign shall be permitted, not to exceed in area one (1) square foot for each
linear foot of principal street frontage of the establishment. Secondary business signs may be
permitted, no sign to exceed one (1) square foot in area for each linear foot of secondary street
frontage of the establishment. In no such case shall total sign area exceed one hundred (100)
square feet per street frontage. Additional individual business signs may be permitted at the
discretion of the Planning Board.
L. Insurance
It shall be the responsibility of the owner(s) of the sign to carry liability insurance for any
personal injury or property damage resulting from the fall or displacement of such signs. The
town shall in no way be held liable for injury or damage due to the falling or displacement of
any sign displayed on private property or over any public right of way.
M. Non-conforming Signs
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Signs not conforming to the provisions of this ordinance on the date of enactment shall be
considered non-conforming signs.
1. Non-conforming signs may continue to exist if they are maintained in a safe, clean and
neat condition, except for signs that obstruct or otherwise disrupt the vision of drivers on
public or private roadways due to location, size, or illumination.
2. Any non-conforming sign that is relocated must be made to conform to the provisions of
this ordinance at the time of relocation.
N. Removal of signs
Signs shall be removed within three (3) weeks after a structure is vacated and/or a business
ceases to operate, all business signs shall be removed from the premises by the owner.
5.8

Home Occupations
A home occupation is defined as any business or commercial endeavor conducted in a residence.
A. The home occupation shall be carried on by a member of the family residing in the
dwelling unit only. One employee who is not part of the family is permitted.
B. The home occupation shall be carried on wholly within the principal or accessory
structures. A structure built specifically to accommodate a home occupation is not
permitted.
C. Exterior displays or signs other than those permitted under 5.7, exterior storage of
materials, and exterior indication of the home occupation or variation from the residential
character of the principal structure shall not be permitted.
D. Material outside, such as noise, vibration, smoke, dust, electrical disturbance, odors, heat
or glare shall not be produced.

5.9

Agriculture
Agriculture uses shall comply with the following requirements:
A. Farm buildings, other than a dwelling, shall not be erected within one hundred (100) feet
of a neighboring property.
B. Feed lots, fenced runs, pens, and similar intensively used facilities or areas for the rearing
of animals and animal care shall not be located within one hundred (100) feet of a
neighboring property, excluding pastures in the “RR1” and “RR2” zones.
C. Roadside stands for sale of agricultural products shall be permitted if:
1. They are erected at least twenty (20) feet back from the nearest edge of roadway
surfaces in non-residential areas.
2. They are used exclusively for the sale of agricultural products.
3. Signs shall conform to provisions set forth in Article 5.8.
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D. Nothing shall prohibit the keeping of household pets such as dogs or cats. The keeping of
one or more horses, ponies and/or other large animals, or the raising of more than two of
any smaller species over six months old requires facilities or areas in conformance to
Article 5 Section 10A and 10B.
E. All spreading or disposal of manure shall be accomplished in conformance with the
“Maine Standards for Manure and Manure Sludge Disposal on Land” published by the
University of Maine and Maine Soil and Water Conservation Commission in July 1972,
and as this may be amended or superseded.
F. Where soil is tilled it must comply with shoreland zoning regulations.
5.10 Keeping of Domesticated Chickens
The purpose of this section is to provide standards for the keeping of domesticated chickens in
the Residential and Village Zones. It is intended to enable residents to keep a small number of
female chickens on a non-commercial basis while creating standards and requirements that
ensure that domesticated chickens do not adversely impact the neighborhood surround the
property on which the chickens are kept.
A. Permit Required
1. An annual permit is required for the keeping of any domesticated chickens. The
annual permit is personal to the permittee and may not be assigned.
2. An annual administrative fee of $10.00
3. An applicant for a permit to keep chickens must demonstrate compliance with the
criteria and standards in this section in order to obtain a permit.
B. Number and Type of Chickens Allowed
1. The maximum number of chickens allowed is twelve (12) per lot regardless of
how many dwelling units are on the lot.
2. Only female chickens are allowed. There is no restriction on chicken species.
C. Non-Commercial Use Only
Chickens shall be kept for personal use only; no person shall sell eggs or engage in
chicken breeding or fertilizer production for commercial purposes. The slaughtering of
chickens is prohibited.
D. Enclosures
1. Chickens must be kept in an enclosure or fenced area (chicken pen) at all times
during daylight hours. Enclosures must be clean, dry, and odor-free, kept in a neat
and sanitary condition at all times, in a manner that will not disturb the use or
enjoyment of neighboring lots due to noise, odor, or other adverse impact. The
chicken pen must provide adequate sun and shade and must be impermeable to
rodents, wild birds, and predators, including doges and cats. It shall be constructed
with sturdy wire fencing buried at least 12” in the ground. The pen must be covered
with wire, aviary netting, or solid roofing. The use of chicken wire is not permitted.
2. Chickens shall be secured within a henhouse during non-daylight hours.
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a. Any henhouse shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet from any residential
structure or any other premises on any adjacent lots. The structure shall be
enclosed on all sides and shall have a roof and doors. Access doors must
be able to be shut and locked at night. Opening windows and vents must
be covered with predator and bird-proof wire of less than one (1) inch
openings. The use of scrap, waste board, sheet metal, or similar materials
is prohibited.
b. Henhouses shall only be located in rear yards. For a corner lot or other
property where no rear yard exists, a side yard may be used as long as the
twenty five (25) foot setback is met. In no case may a henhouse be placed
in the front yard. Henhouses are not allowed to be located in any part of a
home.
E. Odor and Noise Impacts
1. Odors from chickens, chicken manure, or other chicken-related substances shall
not be perceptible at the property boundaries
2. Perceptible noise from chickens shall not be loud enough at the property
boundaries to disturb persons of reasonable sensitivity.
F. Predators, rodents, insects, and parasites
The property owner and/or chicken owner shall take all necessary action to reduce the
attraction of predators and rodents and the potential infestation of insects and parasites
that may result in unhealthy conditions to human habitation. Chickens may be removed
by the Town, through the animal control officer and the cost of the same shall be borne
by the property owner and or/chicken owner.
G. Feed and Water
Chickens must be provided with access to feed and clean water at all times.
H. Waste Storage and Removal
Provision must be made for the storage and removal of chicken manure. All stored
manure shall be covered by a fully enclosed container. NO more than one, twenty gallon
container of manure shall be stored on any one property housing chickens. All other
manure shall be removed. In addition, the henhouse, chicken pen and surrounding area
must be kept free from trash and accumulated droppings.
I. Fees for Re-inspections
Following the Town’s issuance of a notice of violation of the requirements hereunder and
an order to correct violations, the Town will re-inspect at the expense of seventy five
dollars ($75.00) to the property owner and/or chicken owner to determine whether the
violations have been fixed in compliance with this section. Failure to correct the
violation shall result in a penalty imposed pursuant to section J below in addition to the
re-inspection fee. If the violation have not been fixed in compliance with this section, the
violator shall be assessed a re-inspection fee of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00)
for each subsequent re-inspection. Failure to pay the assessment for the re-inspections
shall create a lien on the property of the violator.
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J. Penalty
In addition to any other enforcement action which the town may take, violation of any
provision of this article shall be a civil violation and a fine of one-hundred dollars
($100.00) may be imposed. Each day that a violation continues will be treated as a
separate offense. This penalty is in addition to any expense for re-inspection of the
property
K. Revocation of permit
A permit to keep chickens may be revoked where there is a risk to public health or
safety or for any violation of or failure to comply with any of the provisions of any other
applicable ordinance or law.
L. Removal of Chickens
In addition to the penalty state in section J, any violation of the provisions of this article
shall be grounds for an order from the city to remove the chickens and the chickenrelated structures.
5.11 Proposed Streets
After a line of a future street is placed on the official map of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft,
buildings shall be set back from such line as though it were a street line. Streets shall be
constructed as specified in the Subdivision Ordinance.
5.12 Manufactured Housing
Provisions contained in this section shall apply to all units defined as “Manufactured Housing”
according to Title 30-A, MRSA, Section 4358.
A. GENERAL
A building permit is required for placing a manufactured home within town. Evidence of
payment of sales tax and property tax shall accompany an application for a building permit.
a. All manufactured housing sited within the town after the effective date of this
Ordinance shall comply with the design standards contained in this section.
b. All manufactured housing sited within the town after the effective date of this
ordinance shall comply with the minimum standards contained in this section. All
manufactured homes constructed after June 15, 1976 and bearing the seal of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development which certifies the manufactured
home was built pursuant to the provisions of the Manufactured Home Construction
and Safety Standards as revised shall be deemed to have fulfilled the safety
standards of this section.
c. Travel trailers shall not be used as a permanent manufactured home or single family
dwelling. Any travel trailer in use more than 60 days in one year shall be stationed
at a campground or, when not in use, stored on the premises of the owner.
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B. DESIGN STANDARDS
All manufactured housing shall be sited and maintained in such a manner to blend harmoniously
with other residential structures in close proximity. To this end all manufactured housing located
within the Town of Dover-Foxcroft after the effective date of this ordinance shall be located on a
permanent foundation which shall include at a minimum a gravel pad and skirting of material
which is residential in appearance. Skirting shall be in place within 6 months of placement of the
mobile home. Skirting material shall consist of properly treated all-weather materials which may
include, but not be limited to, wood, masonry, masonry-like stone, decorative lattice or
commercially available metal or plastic skirting.
C. SAFETY STANDARDS
1. Exit Facilities
- Required egress doors shall not be located where a lockable interior door must be used in
order to exit.
- Homes shall have a minimum of two exterior doors not less than 12 feet from each other.
One of the required exit doors must be accessible from the doorway of each bedroom
without traveling more than 35 feet. All exterior doors shall provide a minimum of 28”
wide by 74” high clear opening.
- Locks shall not require the use of a key for operation from the inside.
2. Egress Windows and Devices
- Every room designed expressly for sleeping purposes, unless it has an exit door, shall
have at least one outside window.
- The bottom of the window opening shall not be more than 36 inches above the floor
- Locks, latches, operating handles, tabs and any other window, screen or storm window
devices, which need to be operated in order to permit exiting, shall not be located in excess
of 54 inches from the finished floor
3. Interior Doors
- Each interior door, when provided with a privacy lock, shall have a privacy lock that has
an emergency release on the outside to permit entry when the lock has been locked by a
locking knob, lever, button or other locking device on the inside.
4. Fire Detection Equipment
- All homes shall contain at least one operable smoke detector centrally located within the
home and one operable smoke detector in each bedroom.
- Cabinet areas over cooking ranges or cook tops shall be protected by a metal hood.
- Ranges shall have a vertical clearance above the cooking top of not less than 24 inches to
the bottom of combustible cabinets.
5. Carpeting
- Carpeting shall not be used in a space or compartment designed to contain only a furnace
and/or water heater. Carpeting may be installed in other areas where a furnace or water
heater is installed, provided that it is not located under the furnace or water heater.
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4. Roof Load
- All home with roofs added after construction will require a professional engineer to
inspect the roof to determine that the roof and home can withstand the rigors of a State of
Maine winter or wind uplifts that may occur.
5. Heating and Fuel Burning System
- A person holding a master license issued by The State of Main Oil and Solid Fuel
Examining Board shall inspect and certify that the heating and fuel system meets the
requirements of NFPA-31-Installing of Oil Burning Equipment as adopted by that Board,
or other applicable standards.
6. Electrical System
- A person holding a master license issued by the State of Maine Electricians Examining
Board shall inspect and certify that the electrical system is safe and meets the National
Electrical code in effect at the time the home was constructed.
5.13 Mobile Home Parks
“Mobile Home Park” means a parcel of land under unified ownership approved by the
municipality for the placement of three or more manufactured homes. Mobile home parks shall
comply with the following standards:
A. Lot size, dimension, and setbacks:
I. Lots served by public sewer
Minimum Lot area - 6,500 sq. feet
Minimum Lot width - 50 feet
II. Lots served by individual subsurface sewage disposal system
Minimum lot area - 20,000 sq. feet
Minimum lot width - 100 feet
III. Lots served by a central subsurface wastewater disposal system
Minimum lot area - 12,000 sq. feet
Minimum lot width - 75 feet
IV. The minimum overall density of a mobile home park served by a central subsurface
sewage disposal system shall be no less than one unit per 20,000 sq. feet of total park
area.
V. Lots within a shoreland zoning district shall meet the lot area, lot width, setback, and
shore frontage requirements for that district.
VI. The overall density of the mobile home park shall be the combined area of its mobile
home lots plus:
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- The area required for road rights-of-way;
- The area required for buffer strips;
- For areas served by public sewer, an open space area for storage and recreation
equal to 10% of the combined area of the individual lots.
VII. Lot setbacks - The following lot setbacks shall apply to all homes and accessory
buildings:
- Front setback: 15 feet
- Side setback: 15 feet
- Rear setback: 10 feet
If these requirements conflict with the requirements of the Shoreland Zone, the stricter
standard shall apply. If a lot is on a public road, the setback shall conform with the
residential setback requirements applicable to residential dwelling units.
- The Planning Board may allow lot side yard setbacks to be reduced to 5 feet
provided a distance of 20 feet is maintained between units for the purpose of
providing more usable yard space on one side of the home.
- A minimum 20 foot separation shall be maintained between all manufactured
homes in all directions.
B.

Road Standards
Privately owned roads within the mobile home park shall be built according to accepted
engineering standards and standards contained in Section 9.2 of the Dover-Foxcroft
Subdivision Regulations.
-

The layout and general development plan for major and minor access streets and
driveways within the mobile home park, together with the location and dimensions of
access junctions with existing public streets and rights-of-way shall be approved by the
Planning Board.

-

A traffic impact analysis shall be required if the park will generate more than 500
trips/day.

-

For mobile home parks expected to generate 200 trips per day or more, there shall be at
least two entrances from public streets or roads.

-

On street parking shall be prohibited unless an eight foot parking lane is provided, in
which case on-street parking may be permitted on the side of the road where the parking
land is located.

-

Curvilinear streets shall be utilized wherever possible. No street within the park shall be
more than 200 feet without a curve or bend.

-

No mobile home lot may have vehicular access directly onto a state highway.
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-

Two-way park roads shall have a minimum right-of-way of 23 feet and a minimum paved
surface of 20 feet. On-street parking shall be prohibited.

-

One-way streets shall have a minimum right-of-way of 18 feet and a minimum paved
surface of 14 feet. On-street parking shall be prohibited.

-

Parking lanes shall be a minimum of 8 feet in width, if provided.

-

Cul-de-sac turnarounds shall have a minimum radius of 50 feet at the outer edge of the
pavement, exclusive of any parking areas.

-

If the developer intends to dedicate park streets to the public, such streets shall meet
municipal road standards.

C. Parking Requirements
For each mobile home lot there shall be provided and maintained at least 2 off-street
parking spaces. Each parking space shall contain a minimum area of 200 square feet with
minimum dimensions of 10 feet by 20 feet. This requirement may be waived if an
equivalent number of spaces are provided by a parking lane.
In addition to occupant parking, off-street guest and service parking shall be provided
within the boundaries of the park at a ratio of 1 space for each 4 mobile home lots. Such
parking shall be hard-surfaced and the spaces shall be reserved for that sole use. This
requirement shall be waived if a parking lane provides an equivalent number of spaces.
D. Sidewalks/Walkways
The mobile home park shall contain pedestrian walkways that link all units and all service
and recreational facilities. Such walkways shall be adequately surfaced and lit. A portion of
the road surface may be reserved for walkways provided the roadway width is increased
accordingly. Walkways shall be a minimum width of 3 feet.
E. Lighting
Outdoor lighting shall be provided to adequately illuminate internal streets and pedestrian
walkways. Lights shall be sized and directed to avoid adverse impact on adjacent properties.
F. Signs
All signs shall be in accordance with section 5.7 of this Ordinance
G. Storm Drainage
A Storm drainage plan shall be prepared by a professional engineer showing ditching,
culverts, storm drains, easements, and other proposed improvements sufficient to
accommodate a 25-year storm.
H. Ground Water
1. For mobile home parks not served by a public sewer an assessment of the impacts of
park development on ground water quality shall be submitted prior to final approval of
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the park. The assessment shall be prepared by a Certified Geologist or Registered
Professional Engineer, and shall include the following:
a. A map showing the basic soil types
b. The depth to the water table at representative points throughout the mobile home
park
c. Drainage conditions throughout the mobile home park
d. Data on the existing groundwater quality, either from test wells in the mobile
home park or from existing wells on neighboring properties
e. An analysis and evaluation of the effect of the mobile home park on ground water
resources. The evaluation shall, at a minimum, include a projection of post
development nitrate-nitrogen concentrations at any wells within the mobile home
park, at the mobile home park boundaries and at a distance of 1000 feet from
potential contamination sources, whichever is a shorter distance. For mobile
home parks within the watershed of a lake, projections of the development’s
impact on ground water phosphate concentrations shall also be provided.
f. A map showing the location of any subsurface wastewater disposal systems and
drinking water wells within the mobile home park and within 200 feet of the
mobile home park boundaries.
2. Standards
a. Projections of ground water quality shall be based on the assumption of drought
conditions (assuming 60% of annual average precipitation).
b. No mobile home park shall increase any contaminant concentration in the
ground water to more than one half of the Primary Drinking Water Standards.
No mobile home park shall increase any contaminant concentration in the
ground water to more than the Secondary Drinking Water Standards.
c. If ground water contains contaminants in excess of the primary standards, and
the mobile home park is to be served by on-site ground water supplies, the
applicant shall demonstrate how water quality will be improved or treated.
d. If ground water contains contaminants in excess of the secondary standards, the
mobile home park shall not cause the concentration of the parameters in
question to exceed 150% of the ambient concentration.
3. Development
Subsurface wastewater disposal systems and drinking water wells shall be constructed as
shown on the map submitted with the assessment. If construction standards for drinking
water wells are recommended in the assessment, those standards shall be included as a
note on the Plan.
I. Utility Requirements
All mobile home parks shall provide permanent electrical, water and sewage disposal
connections to each mobile home in accordance with applicable state and local rules and
regulations.
J. Buffer Areas
1) A 50 foot wide buffer strip shall be provided along all property boundaries that:

37

a. Abut residential land which has a gross density of less than half of that proposed
in the park, or
b. Abut residential land that is zoned at a density of less than half of that proposed in
the park.
Further, no structures, streets or utilities may be place in the buffer strip except that they may
cross a buffer strip to provide services to the park
2) Within 25 feet of any property line and within the buffer strip, visual screening and/or
landscaping shall be provided. The visual screening may consist of fences, berms,
landscaping (such as shrubs and trees) and/or natural existing vegetation. This screening
shall effectively screen at least 80% of the homes from view of the adjacent property and
shall be maintained throughout the life of the project.
K. Open Space
For mobile home parks served by a public sewer, an area amounting to no more than 10% of
the total area devoted to individual lots shall be set aside for open space and/or recreation.
Such space shall be accessible and useable by all residents of the park. Parking space,
driveways and streets and buffer areas are not considered useable open space but community
recreation buildings, pools and courts are considered as open space.
x

At least 50% of the required open space shall consist of land that is suitable for active
recreation or storage.

x

All developed open space shall be designed and landscaped for the use and enjoyment
of the park residents and shall be maintained for their long term use. Plans for these
areas shall be submitted by the developer.

x

To the maximum extent possible, undeveloped open space shall be left in its natural
state. Improvements to make trails for walking and jogging or to make picnic areas are
permitted.

x

The developer shall submit, as part of his/her application, a copy of that portion of the
proposed park rules and a plan which specifies how the open space is to be used and
maintained and what conditions are to apply to its use. The plan shall specify the areas
to be dedicated to open space, recreation, and storage.

x

Open space shall be maintained and used for its stated purpose.

L. Storage
At least 300 cubic feet of enclosed tenant storage facilities shall be conveniently provided on
or near each mobile home lot for the storage of materials and equipment.
M. Park Administration
The owner or operator of a mobile home park shall be responsible for ensuring the
maintenance of all park-owned structures and their sites. Park management shall conform to
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state laws. Compliance with this ordinance shall not exempt the park owner, developer, or
manager from complying with other local, state, and federal codes and regulations.
N. Conversion of Park
No lot in a mobile home park may be sold or conveyed without the prior approval of the
Planning Board. Any such lot sold or conveyed shall meet the lot size requirement of the
district in which it is located.

ARTICLE 6 - ADDRESSING
6.1 Purpose
The purpose of this section is to enhance the easy and rapid location of properties by law
enforcement, fire, rescue, and emergency medical services personnel.
6.2 Authority
This section is adopted pursuant to and consistent with Municipal Home Rule Powers as
provided for in Article VIII, Part 2, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State of Maine and Title
30-A M.R.S.A. Section 3001.
6.3 Administration
This ordinance shall be administered by the Code Enforcement Officer who is authorized to and
shall assign road names and numbers to all properties, subject to approval by the Board of
Selectmen and after Public Hearing, both on existing and proposed roads, in accordance with the
criteria in Sections 313.4 & 313.5. The Code Enforcement Officer shall also be responsible for
maintaining the following official records:
a.) A town map for official use showing road names and numbers
b.) An alphabetical list of all property owners as identified by current assessment records,
by last name, showing the assigned numbers.
c.) An alphabetical list of all roads with property owners listed in order of their assigned
numbers.
6.4 Naming System
All roads that serve two or more properties shall be named regardless of whether the ownership
is public or private. A “road” refers to any highway, road, street, avenue, lane, private way, or
similar paved, gravel, or dirt thoroughfare. “Property” refers to any property on which a more or
less permanent structure has been erected or could be placed. A road name assigned by the town
of Dover-Foxcroft shall not constitute or imply acceptance of the road as a public way.
The following criteria shall govern the naming system:
a.) No two roads shall be given the same name (e.g. Pine Road and Pine Lane).
b.) No two roads should have similar-sounding names (e.g. Beech Street and Peach Street).
c.) Each road shall have the same name throughout its entire length.
6.5 Numbering System
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Numbers shall be assigned every 50 feet along both sides of the road, with even numbers
appearing on the left side of the road and odd numbers appearing on the right side of the road,
ascending from the number origin.
The following criteria shall govern the numbering system:
a.) All number origins shall begin from the corner of East Main Street & West Main Street.
For dead-end roads, numbering shall originate at the intersection of the adjacent road
and terminate at the dead end.
b.) The number assigned to each structure shall be that of the numbered interval falling
closest to the front door or the driveway of said structure if the front door cannot be
seen from the main road.
c.) Every structure with more than one principle use or occupancy shall have a separate
number for each use or occupancy. For example, duplexes will have two separate
numbers.
d.) Apartments will have one property number followed by an apartment number, such as
235 Maple Street, Apt.2.
6.6 Compliance
All owners of structures shall, by the date stipulated in Section 313.8, display and maintain in a
conspicuous place on said structure, the assigned numbers in the following manner:
a.) Number on the Structure. Where the structure is within 50 (fifty) feet of the edge of the
road right-of-way, the assigned number shall be displayed on the front of the structure
in the vicinity of the front door or entry.
b.) Number at the Street Line. Where the structure is over 50 (fifty) feet from the edge of
the road right-of-way, the assigned number shall be displayed on a post, fence, wall, the
mail box, or on some structure at the property line adjacent to the walk or access drive
to the numbered structure.
c.) Size and Color of Number. Numbers shall be a minimum 4 inches high and be of a
contrasting color to its background.
d.) Every person whose duty is to display the assigned number shall remove any different
number which might be mistaken for, or confused with, the number assigned in
conformance with this section.
e.) Interior location. All residents and other occupants are requested to post their assigned
number and road name adjacent to their telephone for emergency reference.
6.7 New Developments and Subdivisions
All new construction and subdivisions shall be named and numbered in accordance with the
provisions of this section and as follows:
a.) New Construction - Whenever any residence or other structure is constructed or
developed, it shall be the duty of the new owner to procure an assigned number from
the Code Enforcement Officer. This shall be done at the time of the issuance of the
building permit.
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b.) New Subdivisions - Any prospective subdivider shall show a proposed road name and
lot numbering system on the pre-application submission to the Planning Board.
Approval by the Planning Board after consultation with the Code Enforcement Officer,
shall constitute the assignment of road names and numbers to the lots in the
subdivision. On the final plan showing proposed roads, the applicant shall mark on the
plan, lines or dots, in the center of the streets every 50 feet so as to aid in the
assignment of numbers to structures subsequently constructed.
6.8 Effective Date
It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to notify by mail each property owner and
the Post Office of their new address at least 60 (sixty) days prior to the effective date of their use.
It shall be the duty of each property owner to post new property numbers, in accordance with this
ordinance, on the stated date of effective use.
On new structures, numbering will be installed prior to final inspection or when the structure is
first used or occupied, whichever comes first

ARTICLE 7 - NON-CONFORMANCE
7.1 Purpose
It is the intent of these provisions to promote land use conformities, except that nonconforming
conditions that legally existed before the effective date of this Ordinance, or any amendment thereto,
shall be allowed to continue, subject to the requirements set forth in this section.
7.2 General Requirements
A. Transfer of ownership. Non-conforming structures, lots and uses may be transferred, and the
new owner may continue the non-conforming use or continue to use the nonconforming structure
or lot, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance.
B. Repair and maintenance. This Ordinance allows, without a permit, the normal upkeep and
maintenance of non-conforming uses and structures including repairs and renovations that do not
involve expansion of the non-conforming use or structure, and such other changes in a nonconforming use or structure as federal, state or local building and safety codes may require.
Plumbing projects may require permits.
7.3 Non-Conforming Structures and Uses
A. Any non-conforming use or facility may be continued and may be expanded by ten percent of
the existing size at the time of adoption of this ordinance. Any non-conforming use upon the
recommendation of the Planning Board may be expanded an additional ten percent of the
existing size at the time of the adoption of this ordinance.
B. Any non-conforming structure damaged by fire, flood, explosion, or other casualty may be
rebuilt and used as before if such building is performed within 12 months of such casualty and if
the restored structure has no greater coverage and contains no greater cubic content than before
such casualty.
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C. In the event that any non-conforming use other than residential, conducted in the structure or
otherwise, ceases, for whatever reason, for a period of one year, such non-conforming use shall
not be resumed.

ARTICLE 8 - APPEALS
8.1 Appointment and Composition
A. The municipal officers shall appoint members of the Board of Appeals in accordance with the
requirements of Title 30-A MRSA Section 2691.
B. The Board shall consist of five members serving terms of three years.
C. The Code Enforcement Officer shall provide for the keeping of the minutes of the proceedings of
the Board of Appeals, which shall show the vote of each member upon each question. All
minutes of the Board shall be a public record.
8.2 Hearings
A. For all appeals from decisions by the Code Enforcement Officer concerning applications for
permits authorized by this ordinance, the Board of Appeals shall hold a public hearing as
prescribed herein. The Town Clerk shall cause to be published and posted a notice which shall
indicate the property involved, the nature of the appeal and the time and place of public hearing.
In addition, the Code Enforcement Officer or the Board of Appeals shall notify, by first class
mail, all abutting property owners (of the property subject to appeal) as to nature, time and place
of the appeal. The Code Enforcement Officer shall have the option of notifying additional
property owners.
B. The Code Enforcement Officer, unless prevented by illness or absence from the state, shall attend
all hearings and shall present to the Board of Appeals all plans, photographs or other factual
information which is appropriate to an understanding of the appeal.
C. All appeals to the Board of Appeals must be filed within 30 days of the date of decision or action.
8.3 Powers and Duties
A. Notification
All applicants for building permits that are denied for any reason shall be advised in writing of
the right of appeal.
B. Administrative Appeals
To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in any order, requirement,
decision, or determination made by, or failure to act by, the Code Enforcement Officer or
Planning Board in the administration of this Ordinance.
C. Variance Appeals
To authorize variances upon appeal, within the limitations set forth in this Ordinance.
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1) Parties that may seek an appeal are limited.
Anyone seeking an appeal must be an applicant, an abutter, or an aggrieved party.
2) Dimensional variances only.
Variances may be granted only from dimensional requirements including frontage, lot
area, lot width, structure height, percentage of lot coverage, and setback requirements.
3) No use variances.
Variances shall not be granted for establishment of any uses otherwise prohibited by this
Ordinance.
4) Limitations.
The Board of Appeals shall not grant a variance unless it finds that:
a.) The proposed structure or use would meet the performance standards of this
Ordinance except for the specific provision which has created the nonconformity and from which relief is sought; and
b.) The strict application of the terms of this Ordinance to the petitioner and the
petitioner’s property would cause undue hardship. The term “undue hardship”
as used in this subsection means:
i. The need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the
property and not to the general condition of the neighborhood;
ii. The granting of a variance will not produce an undesirable change in
the character of the neighborhood and will not unreasonably
detrimentally affect the use or market value of abutting properties;
iii. The practical difficulty is not the result of action taken by the
petitioner or a prior owner
iv. No other feasible alternative to a variance is available to the petitioner;
v. The granting of a variance will not unreasonably adversely affect the
natural environment; and
vi. The property is not located in whole or in part within shoreland areas
as described in Title 38, section 435.
5) Disability variance.
The Board of Appeals may grant a variance to a property owner for the purpose of
making that property accessible to a person with a disability who is living on the
property. The Board shall restrict any variance granted under this subsection solely to the
installation of equipment or the construction of structures necessary for access to or
egress from the property by the person with the disability. The Board may impose
conditions on the variance, including limiting the variance to the duration of the disability
or to the time that the person with the disability lives on the property. For the purposes of
this subsection, a disability has the same meaning as a physical or mental handicap under
Title 5 MRSA Section 4553 and the phrase “structures necessary for access to or egress
from the property” is defined to include railing, wall or roof systems necessary for the
safety or effectiveness of the structure.
6) Conditions.
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The Board of Appeals shall limit any variances granted as strictly as possible in order to
ensure conformance with the purposes and provisions of this Ordinance to the greatest
extent possible, and in doing so may impose such conditions on the variances as it deems
necessary.
7) Certificate.
If a variance is granted under this section, the Board shall prepare a certificate, prepared
in recordable form, indicating the name of the current property owner, identifying the
property by reference to the last recorded deed in its chain of title and indicating the fact
that a variance including any conditions on the variance, has been granted and the date of
the granting. The certificate must be recorded by the property owner in the local registry
of deeds within 30 days of final approval of the variance or the variance is void. The
variance is not valid until recorded as provided in this subsection.
8) Appeals to Superior Court.
Appeals from the decisions of the Appeals Board shall be to the Superior Court within 45
days of the original decision.

ARTICLE 9 - DEFINITIONS
9.1 Construction of Language
In the interpretation and enforcement of this Ordinance, all words other than those specifically
defined in the Ordinance shall have the meaning implied by their context in the Ordinance or their
ordinarily accepted meaning. In the case of any difference of meaning or implication between the
text of this Ordinance and any map, illustration or table, the text shall control.
The word “person” includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company or
corporation, as well as an individual or other legal entity.
The present tense includes the future tense, the singular number includes the plural, and the plural
numbers include the singular.
The words “shall” and “will” are mandatory; the word “may” is permissive.
The word “lot” includes the words “plot” and “parcel.”
The word “building” includes the word “structure.”
The word “used” or “occupied” as applied to any land or building, shall be construed to include the
words “intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied.”
The words “Town” or “municipality” means the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.
9.2 Definitions
In this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
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Abutter: The owner of any property with one or more common boundaries, or directly across the
street or stream from the property involved in an application or appeal.
Accessory Apartment: A separate housekeeping unit, complete with its own sleeping, cooking and
sanitary facilities, that is substantially contained within the structure of a single-family dwelling but
functions as a separate unit.
Accessory use or structure: A use or structure that is customarily both incidental and subordinate to
the principal use or structure on the same lot. The term “incidental” in reference to the principal use
or structure shall mean both a) subordinate and minor in significance to the principal use or
structure, and b) attendant to the principal use or structure. Such accessory uses, when aggregated,
shall not subordinate the principal use of the lot.
Agriculture: The cultivation of soil, producing or raising crops including gardening as a commercial
operation. The term shall also include greenhouses, nurseries and versions thereof, but these two
terms, when used alone, shall refer specifically to a place where flowers, plants, shrubs and/or trees
are grown for sale.
Alteration: Any change or modification in construction, or change in the structural members of a
building or structure such as bearing walls, columns, beams or girders, or in the use of a building.
The term shall also include change, modification, or addition of a deck, dormer, staircase, or roof of
a building.
Aggrieved party: A person who owns property in Dover-Foxcroft, whose land is directly or
indirectly affected by the grant or denial of a permit or variance under this Ordinance, or a person
whose land abuts or is directly across the road or street or body of water from land for which a
permit or variance has been granted, or any other person or group of persons who have suffered
particularized injury as a result of the granting or denial of such permit or variance.
Air Transportation Use: Airfields and landing strips provide areas or strips of land to launch and
receive power driven and non-power-driven aircraft. Typical uses in this category include airports,
airfields, heliports, helipads and landing areas for gliders and balloons.
Amusement facility: Any private, commercial premises which are maintained or operated primarily
for the amusement, patronage, or recreation of the public, containing four (4) or more table sports,
pinball machines, video games, or similar mechanical or electronic games, whether activated by
coins, tokens, or discs, or whether activated through remote control by the management.
Animal breeding or care: The keeping or raising of four or more animals, including domestic
animals and pets, for any commercial use. This definition also includes kennels.
Antique Shop: A commercial establishment which sells furniture, pottery, and other relics from an
earlier historic period which are sought after by collectors. Indoor and/or outdoor “Flea Markets” are
not considered antique shops.
Auction Barn: Any lot or structure where the principle use is the offering of goods or real estate for
sale by means of exchanges between an auctioneer and bidders.
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Authorized agent: An individual or a firm having written authorization to act on behalf of a property
owner or applicant. The authorization shall be signed by the property owner(s) or applicant(s).
Automobile graveyard, junkyard: a yard, field or other outdoor area used to store 3 or more
unregistered or uninspected motor vehicles, as defined in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 42, or
parts of the vehicles. This definition includes an area used for automobile dismantling, salvage and
recycling operations.
Automobile repair garage: A business establishment engaged in general repair, engine rebuilding, or
parts replacement. Automotive repair shall not mean the sale of gasoline or other motor fuels.
Bed and breakfast: Any dwelling in which transient lodging or boarding and lodging are provided
and offered to the public by the owner for compensation for less than one week. This dwelling shall
also be the full-time, permanent residence of its owner. Otherwise, it shall be classified as a
hotel/motel. There shall be no provisions for cooking in any individual guest room.
Boarding, lodging facility: Any residential structure where lodging and/or meals are provided for
compensation for a period of at least one week, and where a family residing in the building acts as
proprietor or owner. When the criteria for a family residing in the building cannot be met, the
building shall be classified as a hotel/motel. There shall be no provisions for cooking in any
individual guest room.
Boat Storage: Any lot or structure where the principle use is the storage of any water craft such as
boats, jet-ski’s, canoes etc.
Building height: The vertical distance between the highest point of the roof and the average grade of
the existing or original ground adjoining the building, whichever distance is greater.
Business and professional offices: The place of business of doctors, lawyers, accountants,
financial advisors, architects, surveyors, real estate and insurance businesses, psychiatrists,
counselors, and the like or in which a business conducts its administrative, financial or clerical
operations including banks and other financial services, but not retail sales nor activities utilizing
trucks as part of the business operation.
Campground: Land upon which one or more tents are erected or trailers are parked for temporary
use for a fee on sites arranged specifically for that purpose. The word “campground” shall include
the words “camping ground” and “tenting grounds.”
Cemetery: Property used for the interring of the dead.
Church: A building or structure, or group of buildings or structures, designed, primarily intended
and used for the conduct of religious services, excluding school.
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Civic, convention center: A building or complex of buildings that house municipal offices and
services, and which may include cultural, recreational, athletic, convention and entertainment
facilities owned and/or operated by a government agency.
Club: Any voluntary association of persons organized for social, religious, benevolent, literary,
scientific, or political purposes, whose facilities, especially a clubhouse, are open to members and
guests only and not the general public, and not engaged in activities customarily carried on by a
business or for pecuniary gain. Such term shall include fraternities, sororities, and social clubs
generally.
Conservation Development housing: A form of development that allows a subdivision design in
which individual lot sizes and setbacks are reduced in exchange for the creation of common open
space and recreation areas, the preservation of environmentally sensitive areas, agriculture and
silviculture and the reduction in the size of road and utility systems. (Often known as Cluster
Development / Housing.)
Code enforcement officer (CEO): A person appointed by the municipal officers to administer and
enforce this Ordinance.
Commercial Complex: Any structure made up of interconnected or related structures whose primary
use is activity carried out for pecuniary gain.
Commercial recreation: Any commercial enterprise that receives a fee in return for the provision of
some recreational activity including but not limited to: campgrounds, racquet and tennis clubs,
health facility, amusement parks, golf courses, gymnasiums and swimming pools, etc., but not
including amusement facility, as defined herein.
Commercial school: An institution that is operated for profit, but is not authorized by the State to
award baccalaureate or higher degrees, that offers classes in various skills, trades, professions, or
fields of knowledge.
Commercial use: Any activity carried out for pecuniary gain.
Communication facility: Any facility supporting antennas and/or microwave dishes for the reception
and retransmission of electronic signals.
Communications Tower – Any structure to support radio, cellular telephone and television
transmission antennas; microwave relay towers; monopoles; and similar structures for transmission
or reception and retransmission of electronic signals. Includes accessory equipment buildings that
do not have office space. Does not include amateur radio operator antennas which are accessory to a
residential use and television antennas which are accessory to a residential use.
Community center: A building that provides a meeting place for local, non-profit community
organizations on a regular basis. The center shall not be engaged in activities customarily carried on
by a business.
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Community living arrangement: A housing facility for 8 or fewer persons with disabilities that is
approved, authorized, certified or licensed by the State. A community living arrangement may
include a group home, foster home or intermediate care facility.
Comprehensive Plan: The Comprehensive Plan of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
Concession – A place in a public location where food and drinks are sold.
Conforming: A building, structure, use of land or portion thereof, that complies with the provisions
of this Ordinance.
Constructed: Built, erected, altered, reconstructed, moved upon, or any physical operations on the
premises that are required for construction. Excavation, fill, drainage and the like shall be considered
a part of construction.
Construction Equipment Storage: Any lot or structure where the principle use is the storage of
vehicles and equipment which are designed to be used for construction / demolition; this includes
articulated and continuous track vehicles etc.
Corner lot: A lot with at least two contiguous sides abutting upon a street or right-of-way.
Day care: Homes and centers licensed as such by the Maine Department of Health and Human
Services.
Density: The number of dwelling units per area of land.
Development: A change in land use involving alteration of the land, water or vegetation, or the
addition or alteration of structures or other construction not naturally occurring.
District: A specified portion of the municipality, delineated on the land use map, within which
certain regulations and requirements or various combinations thereof apply under the provisions of
this Ordinance.
Dwelling: Any building or structure or portion thereof designed or used for residential purposes.
1. Dwelling unit – a room or suite of rooms used by a family as a habitation that is separate from
other such rooms or suites of rooms, and which contains independent living, cooking, sleeping,
bathing and sanitary facilities.
2. Single-family dwelling – any structure containing only one (1) dwelling unit for occupation by
not more than one (1) family.
3. Two-family dwelling – A building containing only two (2) dwelling units, for occupation by not
more than two (2) families.
4. Multi-family dwelling – A building containing three (3) or more dwelling units, such buildings
designed exclusively for residential use and occupancy by three (3) or more families living
independently of one another, with the number of families not exceeding the number of dwelling
units.
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Earth Material: Means any rock, natural soil, or fill and/or any combination thereof. Material being
used for road projects by the Department of Transportation and their contractors is exempt.
Essential services: The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or
municipal or other governmental agencies of underground overhead gas, electrical, steam or water
transmission or distribution systems, including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduit
cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, street signs, and similar
equipment and accessories in connection therewith, but not including buildings, reasonably
necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such public utilities or municipal or other
governmental agencies or for the public health or safety or general welfare.
Extractive industries: The excavation, processing or storage of soil, topsoil, peat, loam, sand, gravel,
rock or other mineral deposits, not including:
1. The excavation of material incidental to and at the site of approved construction of buildings,
driveways or parking areas;
2. The excavation of material incidental to and at the site of construction or repair of streets; and
3. The excavation, processing or storage of less than ten (10) cubic yards of material on a lot within
a one-year period.
Family: One or more persons occupying a dwelling and living as a single housekeeping unit, as
distinguished from a group occupying a tourist home, rooming house, hotel, motel or inn.
Filling: Depositing or dumping any matter on or into the ground or water.
Flood: A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land
areas from:
a. The overflow of inland or tidal waters;
b. The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.
Forestry: The operation of timber tracks, tree farms, forest nurseries, the gathering of forest
products, or the performance of forest services.
Frontage, road: The horizontal, straight-line distance between the intersections of the side lot lines
with the road right-of-way.
Government Facilities and Grounds- Any lot or structure that’s principle use is by local, state or
federal governments for the carrying out of their duties.
Growth area: An area that is designated in a municipality’s or multi-municipal region’s
comprehensive plan as suitable for orderly residential, commercial or industrial development, or any
combination of those types of development, and into which most development projected over 10
years is directed.
Hardship: See undue hardship.
Home occupation: An occupation or profession that is carried on in no more than 25% of the ground
floor area of a detached, single-family dwelling unit by the full-time, permanent occupant of the
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dwelling, that is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes,
and that does not change the character thereof (by way of illustration and not of limitation, the term
home occupation shall include foods such as breads, cookies or preserves, rugs, birdhouses, fishing
flies, and quilts). The term “home occupation” shall include both professional and personal services,
within the limits on number of employees established in other sections of this Ordinance. A retail
sales outlet does not qualify as a home occupation unless the item sold is a product of the owner’s
labor (for example: manufactured, produced, created, grown).
Hospital: An institution providing, but not limited to, overnight health services, primarily for inpatients, and medical or surgical care for the sick or injured, including as an integral part of the
institution such related facilities as laboratories, out-patient departments, training facilities, central
service facilities, and staff offices.
Hotel / Motel: A commercial building or group of buildings built to accommodate for a fee travelers
and other transient guests who are staying for a limited duration, with sleeping rooms without
cooking facilities, each rental unit having its own private bathroom and its own separate entrance
leading either to the outdoors or to a common corridor or hallway. A hotel may include restaurant
facilities where food is prepared and meals served to its guests and other customers.
Indoor Entertainment and Recreation: An establishment offering entertainment and/or recreation to
the general public, where the activity takes place indoors. Such uses generally include, but are not
limited to: physical fitness centers, indoor swimming pools, arcades/game rooms, indoor tennis
facilities and bowling alleys.
Kennel: An establishment in which more than four (4) dogs or four (4) cats are sold, housed, bred,
boarded, or trained for a fee.
Land use ordinance: An ordinance or regulation of general application adopted by the municipal
legislative body which controls, directs or delineates allowable uses of land and the standards for
those uses.
Legal Agent: A person authorized to act for and under the direction of another person when dealing
with the Town. An agent can enter into binding agreements on the principal's behalf and may even
create liability for said person.
Light Manufacturing Assembly Plant: A facility where parts are assembled into finished products. In
an assembly plant, parts, components and other materials are typically produced elsewhere, whether
by the assembly company or an outside vendor, and delivered to the assembly plant as needed.
Lot: An area of land in single ownership, or single leasehold, with ascertainable boundaries
established by deed or instrument of record, or a segment of land ownership defined by lot boundary
lines on a land subdivision plan duly approved by the Planning Board and recorded in the county
registry of deeds.
Lot area: The total horizontal areas within the lot lines, minus land below the normal high water line
of a water body or upland edge of a wetland and areas beneath roads serving more than two lots.
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Lot coverage: The percentage of a lot covered by all impervious area.
Lot lines: The lines bounding a lot as defined below:
1. Front lot line: interior lots - the line separating the lot from a street right-of-way; corner or
through lots - the line separating the lot from either street right-of-way. Where a right-of-way does
not exist or cannot be determined, the front lot line shall be the edge of the paved or graveled area of
the road.
2. Rear lot line: the lot line opposite the front lot line. On a lot pointed at the rear, the rear lot line
shall be an imaginary line between the side lot lines parallel to and the front lot line, not less than ten
(10) feet long, lying farthest from the front lot line. On a corner lot, the rear lot line shall be opposite
the front line of least dimension.
3. Side lot line: any lot line other than the front lot line or rear lot line.
Lot of record: A parcel of land, a legal description of which or the dimensions of which are recorded
on a document or map on file with the county registry of deeds.
Lot, shorefront: Any lot abutting a body of water that is regulated by the shoreland zoning ordinance.
Lot, through: Any interior lot having frontages on two more or less parallel streets or rights-of-way
or between a street and a body of water, or a right-of-way and a body of water, or between two
bodies of water, as distinguished from a corner lot. All sides of through lots adjacent to streets,
rights-of-way and bodies of water shall be considered frontage, and front yards shall be provided as
required.
Lot width: The distance between the side boundaries of the lot measured at the front setback line.
Manufactured housing: A structural unit or units designed for occupancy and constructed in a
manufacturing facility and transported, by use of its own chassis or an independent chassis, to a
building site.
Manufacturing: The creation of products from raw or partly wrought materials by hand, by
machinery, or by other agency
Minimum lot area: The required lot area within a district for a single use. The lot area shall be
determined on the basis of the “net residential acreage calculation,” contained in this Ordinance.
Mobile Home Park: A parcel of land under unified ownership approved by the municipality for the
placement of three (3) or more manufactured homes.
Neighborhood convenience store: A store of less than 1,500 square feet of floor space intended to
serve the convenience of a residential neighborhood primarily with the sale of merchandise
including such items as, but not limited to, basic foods, newspapers, emergency home repair articles,
and other household items, that may include “sit down,” dining or “eat-in” foods or take out
windows.
Net acreage: The area of a lot or lots that is usable for determining allowable densities, as set forth in
the “net acreage calculations” standard of this Ordinance.
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Net residential density: The number of dwelling units per net acreage.
Newspaper facility: A facility whose principle product is published materials
Non-conforming: A building, structure, use of land, or portion thereof, that legally exists on the
effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance which thereafter fails to conform to all
applicable provisions of this Ordinance.
Nursing home: A privately operated establishment where maintenance and personal or nursing care
are provided for persons who are unable to care for themselves.
Outdoor Storage Business: A business providing separate self-storage units for individuals or other
businesses. The storage areas are typically designed to allow private access by the tenant for storing
or removing property.
Parking Facility: Means any land or any interest in land, structure or portions of structures, and
improvements on land or structures intended for the off-street parking of motor vehicles by the
public for a fee. Any such structure may be either single or multi-level and either at, above, or
below the surface.
Parks and recreation: Non-commercially operated recreation facilities open to the general public
including, but not limited to playgrounds, parks, monuments, green strips, open space, mini-parks,
athletic fields, boat launching ramps, piers and docks, picnic grounds, swimming pools, and wildlife
nature preserves, along with any necessary accessory facilities, rest rooms, bath houses, and the
maintenance of such land and facilities. The term shall not include campgrounds, or commercial
recreation and amusement centers.
Permitted use: A use that is listed as a permitted use in one or more or the districts established by
this Ordinance. The term shall not include any prohibited uses.
Planned unit development: A development of land that is under unified control and is planned and
developed as a whole in a single development operation or programmed series of development
stages. The development often includes a mixture of uses and may include streets, buildings, open
spaces and other site features.
Planning Board: The Planning Board of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
Principal use: The primary use and chief purpose of a lot or structure.
Public and private schools: Primary and secondary schools, or parochial schools, which satisfy
either of the following requirements: the school is not operated for profit or as a gainful business; or
the school teaches courses of study that are sufficient to qualify attendance in compliance with State
of Maine compulsory education requirements.
Public Building: Any building where access by the general public is allowed.
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Public Transportation Facility: A lot or structure whose principle use is to enable the provision of
passenger transportation services which are available for use by the general public
Public Utility: Any person, form, corporation, municipal department, board or commission
authorized to furnish gas, steam, electricity, waste disposal, communication facilities, transportation
or water to the public.
Public Water Supply / Public Sewer: Water supply and sewage disposal system approved by the
Town Board of Selectmen for municipal operation.
Pulp Mill: A facility that processes wood chips or other plant fiber source into a different finished
product using mechanical, semi-chemical or fully chemical methods
Restaurant: An establishment where meals are prepared and served to the public for consumption on
the premises entirely within a completely enclosed building; and where no food or beverages are
served directly to occupants of motor vehicles or directly to pedestrian traffic from an exterior
service opening or counter, or any combination of the foregoing; and where customers are not
permitted or encouraged by the design of the physical facilities, by advertising, or by the servicing or
packaging procedures, to take food or beverage for consumption outside the enclosed building.
Retail business: A business establishment engaged in the sale, rental or lease of goods or services to
the ultimate consumer for direct use or consumption and not for resale.
Right-of-way: All public or private roads and streets, state and federal highways, private ways (now
called public easements), and public land reservations for the purpose of public access, including
utility rights-of-way.
Road: An existing state, county or town way or a street dedicated for public use and shown on a plan
duly approved by the Planning Board and recorded in the county registry of deeds or a road
dedicated for public use and shown on a plan duly recorded in the county registry of deeds prior to
the establishment of the Planning Board and the grant to the Planning Board of its power to approve
plans. The term shall also include private, undedicated roads that are described in a recorded
document. The term “road” shall not include those ways that have been discontinued or abandoned.
Rural area: A geographic area that is identified and designated in a municipality’s or multimunicipal region’s comprehensive plan as an area that is deserving of some level of regulatory
protection from unrestricted development for purposes that may include, but are not limited to,
supporting agriculture, forestry, mining, open space, wildlife habitat, fisheries habitat and scenic
lands, and away from which most development projected over 10 years is diverted.
Saw Mill: A commercial facility that processes wood logs into a different sized product. (Applies to
Shingle Mills etc.)
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Self-storage Unit: A structure containing separate storage spaces of varying size, leased or rented on
an individual basis. Structures to be one story, distance between structures is to be at least twentyfour (24) feet, outdoor storage is prohibited. Space is not to be used for anything other than storage.
Service Business: A commercial activity primarily providing services, as opposed to one primarily
providing or selling tangible goods. Includes the provision of services related to the care of persons,
apparel or small household appliances.
Service station: Any place of business at which gasoline, other motor fuels or oils are sold to the
public for use in a motor vehicle, regardless of any other business on the premises.
Setback: The minimum horizontal distance from a lot line to the nearest part of a building, including
porches, steps and railings.
Special exception: A Use that would not be appropriate generally or without restriction throughout
the district, but which if controlled as to number, location or relation to the neighborhood, would be
acceptable. Such as use may be permitted in such districts as a special exception, if a specific
provision is made in this zoning ordinance and reasonable restrictions imposed by the Planning
Board are complied with.
Street: Public way for vehicular traffic which affords the principle means of access to abutting
properties.
Street Frontage: Lot lines which abut a public street.
Structure: Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a fixed location on or in the
ground or in the water, or an attachment to something having a fixed location on the ground,
including buildings, driveways, parking lots, wind turbines, water towers, silos, billboards, signs,
commercial park rides and games, but not including sidewalks, fences,, and field or garden walls or
embankment retaining walls.
Swimming pool: An outdoor, man-made receptacle or excavation designed to hold water to a depth
of at least twenty-four (24) inches, primarily for swimming or bathing, whether in the ground or
above the ground.
Undue hardship: As used in this Ordinance, the words “undue hardship” shall mean all of the
following:
1. That the land in question cannot yield a reasonable return; and
2. That the need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the property and not to the
general conditions in the neighborhood; and
3. That the granting of a variance will not alter the essential character of the locality; and
4. That the hardship is not the result of action taken by the applicant or a prior owner.
A variance is not justified unless all elements are present in the case.
Use: The manner in which land or a structure is arranged, designed or intended, or is occupied.
Variance: A relaxation of the terms of this Ordinance where such relaxation will not be
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contrary to the public interest and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and not the
result of the actions of the applicants, a literal enforcement of the Ordinance would result in undue
hardship as defined in this Ordinance. Variances permissible under this Ordinance are limited to
height of buildings, structures, lot size, yard and open space sizes, frontage and setbacks.
Waste Facility: Means any lot or structure where the principle use is handling hazardous, biomedical
or solid waste, waste oil, sludge or septage, including dumps. A lot or structure does not become a
waste facility solely because:
A. It is used by its owner for disposing of septage from the owner's residence;
B. It is used to store for 90 days or less hazardous wastes generated on the same premises;
C. It is used by individual homeowners or lessees to open burn leaves, brush, deadwood and tree
cuttings accrued from normal maintenance of their residential property, when such burning is
permitted; or
D. It is used by its residential owner to burn highly combustible domestic, household trash such as
paper, cardboard cartons or wood boxes, when such burning is permitted.
Wood Processing Operation: Any facility where trees, logs, or wood products are cut, split or
reshaped and where the finished wood products are sold.
Yard: Space on a lot not occupied with a building or structure. Porches, whether or not enclosed,
shall be considered as part of the main building and shall not project into a required yard.
Zoning ordinance: A type of land use ordinance that divides a municipality into districts and that
prescribes and reasonably applies different regulations in each district.
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Town of Dover-Foxcroft
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO OPERATION OF VEHICLES ON TOWN WAYS
MARCH

2-V" ,2016

Section 1. Operation and Registration of Bicycles.
Bicycles shall be operated within Dover-Foxcroft according to State Law.

Section 2. Parking on Public Ways and Parking Lots
A. Parking on the following streets is restricted to parallel parking only:
I. All streets in Dover-Foxcroft
2. Double parking upon any street within the limits of the town is hereby prohibited.
3. Angled parking so designated by painted lines shall constitute parallel parking
for the purposes of this ordinance.
B. There shall be no parking in areas designated as no parking zones

C. It shall be unlawful to park a vehicle for more than two (2) consecutive hours on any
street or public parking area within Dover-Foxcroft unless said area is posted with a time
restriction other than 2 hour.
The two hour restriction in this Subsection (C) shall not apply between the hours of 6:00
PM of each day and 8:00 AM of the following morning.
E. The Town Manager shall cause to be appropriately marked and designated such
loading zones, taxicab stands, and prohibited parking zones on East Main Street, South
Street, North Street, West Main Street, Summer Street, and Lincoln Street as the
Selectmen shall designate. Such loading zones shall be restricted for use in loading and
unloading of merchandise. When a prohibited parking zone is so designated and marked,
it shall be unlawful for any vehicle other than a truck, delivery van or similar vehicle to
park therein, or for such vehicle to park therein longer than may be reasonably required
for loading and unloading. When a taxicab stand is so designated and marked, it shall be
unlawful for any vehicle other than a taxicab to park therein.
F. It shall be unlawful for any person to park any motorized vehicle or any trailer
occupying a parking space larger than one hundred eighty (180) square feet (whether or
not the parking space be marked as such on the ground) on any public right of way or
public parking lot within the Town of Dover-Foxcroft. This provision shall not apply to
public vehicles, ambulances, fire functions for which they are designed. The provisions
1
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of Subsection K of this Section 2 shall not apply to a violation of this Subsection. The
Dover-Foxcroft Board of Selectmen may adopt a procedure for issuing permits for a
motor vehicle larger than 180 square feet to occupy a public parking space. Permits shall
designate the specific location and time limit parking is allowed.
G. From November 15 of one year to April 15 of the following year, it shall be unlawful
for any person to leave any vehicle parked within the limits of any public street or way or
public parking lot within said Town, so as to interfere with municipal snow removal
operations, between the hours of 11 :00 PM of each day and 6:00 AM of the following
day. In addition to any penalty imposed by this ordinance, the Police Department may
tow away and store any vehicle found in violation of this Subsection, at the owner's
expense.
H. It shall be unlawful to leave any vehicle with a license gross vehicle weight over
10,000 pounds parked within the limits of any public street or way for more than one
hour. The penalty for violation of this Subsection shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00.)
I. Except where otherwise provided therein, all persons charged with a violation of this
or any other ordinance of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft relative to parking may waive all
court action by payment fee of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) to the Town within seven
days from the date of the alleged violation. Except as otherwise herein provided, the
penalty for violation of any provision of this Section shall be $25.00.

J.

1. The term "vehicle" shall mean any conveyance in, upon, or by which any
person or property is or may be transported on the highways.
2. The term "parking" shall mean the stopping of a vehicle, attended or
unattended, upon a public way or in a public parking lot, or otherwise than in
obedience to traffic regulations or traffic signs or signals, for a period longer than
reasonably necessary to load or unload passenger freight.
3. The fact that a vehicle is unlawfully parked shall be prima-facie evidence of
the unlawful parking of such vehicle by the person in whose name the vehicle is
registered.

K. The Board of Selectmen is designated as the licensing authority to regulate rates of fare,
routes, and standing places of vehicles for hire except where jurisdiction rests with the Public
Utilities Commission. All such vehicles shall carry a liability insurance policy in the amount and
in form satisfactory to the Board of Selectmen as a condition precedent to the granting of license
to operate.

Section 3. Gross Vehicle Weight Limit, Essex Street
No loaded truck of over 20,000 pounds gross weight (vehicle and load) shall be permitted on
Essex Street from the intersection of Vaughn Street to the Landfill Road, except for service
trucks while providing service to one or more residences on that section of Essex Street and
except for public vehicles doing road repair, construction, or maintenance work, or local
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residents going to or from their homes. Notwithstanding any other provisions of these
ordinances, the fine imposed for the violation of this section of the ordinance shall be not less
than One Hundred Dollars (I 00.00).

As used in this Section, the tenn " loaded truck" shall include any truck carrying a load (other
than passengers) not permanently attached to the vehicle, and the term "service vehicle" shall
include, but shall not necessarily be limited to fuel oil trucks, rubbish removal trucks, delivery
trucks, and snow plowing or standing trucks.

Section 4. Use of Sidewalks
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or to park any motorized vehicle,
whether it be a truck, automobile, motorcycle, all-terrain vehicle, or other motorized
means of conveyance, upon any public sidewalk in the Town of Dover-Foxcroft for a
period longer than reasonably necessary to cross the same or to load or unload passengers
and freight.
B. The provisions of this Section shall not be applicable to motorized wheelchairs, or to
municipal equipment being operated for authorized maintenance purposes.

Section 5. Heavy Loads Limited
SUMMARY: The following rules and regulations restrict heavy loads on posted State and State
Aid Highways from November 15 to June 1.
Definitions
A. The definitions contained in Title 29, Section 1 of the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated shall govern the construction of the words contained in this regulation.
B. Gross weight is the combined weight of the vehicle and its load.
C. Special Mobile Equipment shall mean every self-propelled vehicle not designated or
used primarily for the transportation of person or property and incidentally operated or moved
over the highways, including road construction or maintenance machinery, ditch-digging
apparatus, stone crushers, air compressors, power shovels, cranes, graders, rollers, well drillers,
and wood-sawing equipment used for hire. This enumeration shall be deemed partial and shall
not operate to exclude other such vehicles which are within the general terms of this Section.
Designated Closed Ways
In order to prevent excessive damage to Town roads, the Town Manager may close all or
part of a highway to heavy weight vehicles during any time from November 15 to June 1.
No vehicles shall travel over closed ways except those permitted by this regulation. The
Town Manager may delegate this authority to the Public Works Foreman.
Notice
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Notice shall be given erecting at each end of the closed highway a poster indicating the
following: 1) the date of the posting; 2) a description of the highway closed; 3) a
summary of the vehicles exempt from the closing; 4) the name, business address, and the
telephone number of the Division' s Engineer; 5) statutory and regulatory references.
Exemption - Frozen Highways
This regulation shall not apply to any closed highway which is solidly frozen.
Exempt Vehicles
The following vehicles are exempt from this regulation:
A. Any vehicle or combination of vehicles registered for a gross weight of 23,000
pounds or less.
B. Any vehicle or combination of vehicles registered for a gross weight in excess of
23,000 pounds and traveling without a load other than tools or equipment necessary for the
proper operation of the vehicle. This exemption does not apply to special mobile equipment.

C. Any vehicle engaged in highway maintenance under the direction of the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft.
D. Any two-axle home heating fuel delivery truck registered in excess of23,000 pounds
that has an exemption certificate issued by the Maine Department of Transportation.
Exempt trucks shall not carry loads exceeding 23,000 gross weight.
E. Any vehicle engaged in the transportation of bulk milk or bulk feed which is
registered in excess of 23,000 pounds with an exemption certificate issued by the Maine
Department of Transportation carrying a partial load with a weight equal to or less than
indicated on the exemption certificate as documented by delivery slips or bills of lading
accompanying the vehicles. The allowable weight indicated on the exemption certificate
will be calculated based on various reduced loads per inch width tire manufacturer' s
rating.
PENALTY:
The penalty for violation of the provisions of this Section 5 shall be not less than Fifty
Dollars ($50.00).

Section 6. Temporary Street Closings
The Chief of Police or designee may, on the written application of any person, on forms to be
provided by the Town, approve the temporary closing of any Town street or road, or any portion
thereof, upon a finding by the Police Chief that the temporary closing will not create a hazard to
the traveling public: and subject to suitable arrangements to post the street or road concerned and
to designate alternative routes for vehicle travel during the temporary closing.
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Except under emergency circumstances, e.g., removal of fallen trees or lines or repair of broken
water pipes, any application for this purpose must be submitted to the Police Chief at least 48
hours prior to the requested start of the closure. The Police Chief shall review the application
and inform the applicant of his or her decision within 24 hours after receipt of the completed
application. If the application is denied, the Police Chiefs decision shall be in writing and shall
state the reason for denial.
Any person who violates any temporary road closure that has been approved by the Police Chief
and posted in accordance with this ordinance commits a civil violation for which, upon
conviction, a fine of not more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) may be imposed.
Section 7. Prior Ordinances
This ordinance supersede all prior rules, regulations, and ordinances regarding the same subject
matter.
Section 8. Effective Date
This ordinance as amended shall become effective on
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TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT
Amendments: Town of Dover-Foxcroft Ordinance Pertaining to the
Operation of Vehicles on Town Ways
Resolved by Order of the Municipal Officers
Adopted: March 28, 2016

Certified by:
Elwood E. Edger)

Gail D' Agostino, Selectman

I hereby certify as the duly qualified Clerk of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine that the
aforementioned Resolution was adopted by Order of the Municipal Officers of the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft at their regular meeting, following a public hearing, held on Monday, March
28, 2016 at the Dover-Foxcroft Municipal Building Meeting Room, at which a quorum was
present and voting and that such Resolution was voted in ace Clance with the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft Board of Selectmen.
'-

t{_ i.l()_{[ly

(seal)

TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT
PEDDLING AND SOLICITING
ORDINANCE
I.

PURPOSE AND INTENT
The purpose of this ordinance is to allow limited and controlled use of public
ways and public lands for small-scale sales activities traditionally conducted
in public places such as farmers’ markets and craft fairs, and through licensing
to prevent nuisance conditions and threats to the public health, safety and
welfare which could otherwise result if public ways and public lands were
opened to the unlimited retail sales activities. The intent of this ordinance is to
allow appropriate public places to be used for the sale of goods and products
customarily produced in home businesses or sold at roadside farm stands or
dockside locations; typically such goods and products are made, grown,
caught, gathered, prepared, baked, cooked or canned/preserved by the seller.

II.

LICENSE REQUIRED
No person shall expose for sale upon the public streets of the town, nor within
a public right-of-way, nor upon any property owned or controlled by the
Town, nor go from place to place in the town exposing for sale and selling
goods, wares or merchandise at retail without first having secured a license to
do so as hereinafter provided.

III.

GRANTING LICENSE BY TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk may grant a license to expose for sale or sell upon the public
streets of the town, upon a public right-of –way, upon any public lands owned
or controlled by the Town, or go from place to place in the town exposing for
sale and selling goods, wares or merchandise at retail. There shall be three
classes of licenses: 3 day licenses; 90 day licenses; and one year licenses.
*There shall be four classes of licenses: 1 day licenses; 3 day licenses; Season
(May – Oct, 6 mos.) licenses; and One year licenses.
*- License types adjusted according to a schedule adopted by the Board of Selectmen – 07/01/2006

IV.

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE
Application for a license shall be in writing on forms provided by the Town. It
is a violation of this ordinance to provide inaccurate information on a license
application or to conduct the licensed activity in a manner different from the
information provided on the application.
No license shall be issued unless the applicant shall provide to the town a
copy of the seller’s certificate of registration with the Maine Sales Tax

Assessor; a federal tax identification number, if required; and a proper scale
registration if goods are to be sold by weight.
V.

INFORMATION IN LICENSE
Every license issued under this chapter shall include upon it, the name and
address of the person to whom such license has been issued, the licensee’s
federal tax number, if required, the licensee’s state sales tax number, the time
period covered by the license, the date of expiration thereof, and the amount
paid as a license fee therefore.

VI.

FEE
Each applicant granted a license hereunder shall pay to the town a license fee
for consecutive days as follows:
A. For a three (3) day license:
$5.00
B. For a ninety (90) day license:
15.00
C. For one year:
60.00
a. *One Day
b. *Three Day
c. *Season (May – Oct, 6 mos.)
d. *One Year

VII.

$ 50.00
100.00
350.00
450.00

*-“FEES HAVE BEEN
ADJUSTED
ACCORDING TO A
SCHEDULE ADOPTED
BY THE BOARD OF
SELECTMEN”
07/01/2006

REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION
The Clerk may revoke a license issued under this ordinance upon finding that
the licensee has violated any provision of the ordinance. The clerk shall first
give the licensee notice of the grounds for the proposed revocation and an
opportunity to be heard. In an emergency affecting the public health, safety or
welfare, the Clerk may suspend the license pending a hearing.

VIII.

INELIGIBILITY FOR LICENSE
The Clerk may decline to issue a license to an applicant who was previously
licensed under this ordinance and during the term of the most recent license
held by that applicant violated any provision of this ordinance, if the Clerk
finds that such a violation was intentional and material or if the Clerk finds
that the applicant violated the same provision more than once. An applicant
who is denied a license under this subsection is not permitted to reapply for 3
days after the denial if the application was for a 3 day license; 90 days after
the denial if the application was for a 90 day license; and one year if the
application was for a one year license.

IX.

DISPLAY OF LICENSE
Every person to whom a license is issued hereunder shall display such a
license, so as to be clearly visible to public view at all times, when exposing
for sale or selling any goods, wares or merchandise at retail upon the public
streets of the town, upon a public right-of-way, or upon any public lands
owner or controlled by the Town.
Every person to whom a license is issued hereunder, whenever demanded by a
constable or police officer of the town, shall provide such a license to the
person demanding the same. Any person who neglects or refuses to do so,
shall be subject to the provisions of Section VII of this chapter and such
license shall be revoked.

X.

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES
Whoever shall expose for sale or sell upon the public streets of the town or
upon a right-of-way, or upon any property owned or controlled by the town go
from place to place in the town exposing for sale or selling goods, wares or
merchandise in violation of the chapter shall be punished by a fine of not more
than one hundred dollars ($100), with each day to be considered a separate
violation, to be recovered on complaint for the use of the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revoke any license granted and the right to
withhold the granting of future licenses to serious and/or repeat violators of
this chapter.

XI.

RETAINED AUTHORITY OVER PUBLIC PROPERTY
This ordinance does not limit the authority of the Town to control public
property. Whenever it deems it appropriate or necessary to do so, the Board of
Selectmen may designate locations where the activities licensed under this
ordinance are allowed, prohibited or allowed subject to limitations and
conditions or may designate specific locations for particular persons or types
of activities licensed under this ordinance. The Board of Selectmen may
exercise this power by order , without amending this ordinance, but shall first
give notice and the opportunity to be heard to any existing licensee who
would not be affected by the Selectmen’s proposed action.
No seller shall have any exclusive right to any location in the public streets or
property, nor shall any be permitted a stationary location, nor shall be
permitted to operate in any congested area where the seller’s operation might
impede or inconvenience the public. For the purpose of this ordinance, the
judgment of a police officer, exercised in good faith, shall be deemed
conclusive as to whether the area is congested or the public impeded or
inconvenienced.

XII.

SIZE OF OPERATION LIMITED
No person licensed to use a public street, right-of-way or public lands under
this ordinance shall utilize or occupy more than one hundred eighty (180)
square feet.

XIII.

NONAPPLICABILITY
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to commercial agents or other
persons selling, by samples, lists, catalogs or otherwise goods, wares or
merchandise for future delivery or persons selling newspapers or religious
literature door to door. Nor shall the provisions of this chapter apply to
periodic sales conducted by local non-profit, charitable, educational, cultural,
religious, philanthropic, social or fraternal organizations or periodic sidewalk
sales by local tax paying businesses immediately adjacent to their premises.

XIV. GOODS, WARES AND MERCHANDISE OFFERED FOR SALE TO BE
LIMITED
Goods, wares and merchandise offered for sale upon the public streets of the
town, upon a public right-of-way, or upon any public lands owned or
controlled by the town shall be limited to the following categories:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
XV.

Fresh fruit and vegetables;
Seedlings and flowers;
Fresh and frozen meats;
Fresh eggs and dairy products;
Fish, lobsters and other ocean products;
Baked and canned goods;
Cider, syrup, honey, jams and jellies;
Herbs and organic products;
Fiddleheads and wild berries;
Wreaths and Christmas trees;
Home made furniture and cabinetwork;
Home made arts and crafts; and
Mobile push carts and lunch wagons serving non-alcoholic beverages
and fried, grilled or fresh sandwiches and incidentals.

LICENSEE RESPONSIBILITIES
It shall be the responsibility of each licensee to ensure the area where they
establish their sales is kept clean and that no merchandise, trash, litter or other
materials are left in such area at the end of each day.

Violations of this provision may result in the license revocation and
punishment under section VII.

TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT MORATORIUM ORDINANCE
REGARDING PRIVATE DISTRIBUTION CORRIDORS TO INCLUDE PAVED
IDGHWAYS, PIPELINES AND HIGH TENSION TRANSMISSION LINES
The Town of Dover-Foxcroft, MAINE adopts the following Moratorium
Ordinance as
follows:

WHEREAS, - the Town of Dover-Foxcroft and surrounding region, are
faced with the possible construction of a Private Distribution Corridor, to
include private paved highways, pipelines and high tension transmission
lines; and
.
WHEREAS, this potential development has been proposed and has not been
adequately provided for in the Town's current Comprehensive Plan and
ordinances; and
WHEREAS, there is a strong likelihood that certain areas of the Town will
continue to be subjected to this development pressure due to the amount of
undeveloped land, the nonexistence of any regulations or restrictions on the
location of a Private Corridor, and the relatively low land prices of some of
the land at issue; and
WHEREAS, the development of such Corridors could pose serious threats to
public health, safety, welfare and livelihoods by destroying acres of forests,
wildlife habitat, wetlands, and aquifers; and
WHEREAS, the present threat of such development is causing fear,
uncertainty, condemnation blight and loss of land values now; and
WHEREAS, such development will affect water, air, and soil quality, vistas
and ecosystems which thereby affects land values, the rural-agricultural
nature of the Town, and future quality of life in the community; and
WHEREAS, the Town will need at least 180 days to thoroughly evaluate
any proposed private corridor development and to develop ordinances which
protect and support the local economy while also protecting the region's
ecosystems; and
WHEREAS, these facts create a necessity within the meaning of 30-A
MR.SA §4356 (1 )(B) which requires that the following Moratorium
Ordinance be adopted for the preservation of public health, safety, and
welfare, and the prevention of any degradation of the natural resources of
the community.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Dover-Foxcroft ordains that a

moratorium is hereby imposed, effective in thirty days and applicable, to the
maximum extent pennitted by law, and subject to the severability clause
below, to all proceedings, applications, and petitions now pending (within
the meaning of 1 MR.SA §302) as of June 10, 2014, and on any new
construction or use, requiring approval under the terms of the Town's zoning
and land use ordinances and regulations until the effective date of the
necessary amendments to the zoning and land use ordinances and
regulations or until December I 0, 2014 .
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Planning Board, Board of Appeals,
the Code
Enforcement Officer, all Town agencies and all Town employees shall
neither accept nor
approve applications, plans, permits, licenses, and/or fees for any new
construction or uses governed by this Moratorium Ordinance for such
privately owned corridors for said period of time; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that those provisions of the Town's Land
Use Ordinance and regulations which are inconsistent or conflicting with the
provisions of this Moratorium, including, without limitation, the
requirements for site plan review by the Planning Board, subdivision and/or
special exception review by the Planning Board, and any variance appeals
by the Board of Appeals, are hereby repealed to the extent that they are
applicable for the duration of the Moratorium Ordinance hereby ordained,
but not otherwise;
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that to the extent any provision of this
Moratorium Ordinance is deemed invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the balance of the Moratorium Ordinance shall remain valid.
EMERGENCY CLAUSE:
In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Moratorium Ordinance
shall take effect immediately upon passage by the Town, shall apply, to the
maximum extent permitted by the law but subject to the severance clause
above, to all pro~eedings, application and petitions not pending as of June
10, 2014, and shall stand repealed as of Jurie 10, 2014.

RESOLUTION# .ll.2...- 121514
RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT MORATORIUM ORDINANCE
REGARDING PRIVATE DISTRIBUTION CORRIDORS TO INCLUDE PAVED HIGHWAYS, PIPELINES, AND
HIGH TENSION TRANSMISSION LINES
RESOLVED, by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, that:
WHEREAS, the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, pursuant to a Town Meeting Referendum Vote on
June 10, 2014, voted to adopt Article 12 to enact the TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT MORATORIUM
ORDINANCE REGARDING PRIVATE DISTRIBUTION CORRIDORS TO INCLUDE PAVED HIGHWAYS,
PIPELINES, AND HIGH TENSION TRANSMISSION LINES [hereinafter "Moratorium"]; and
WHEREAS, 30-A M .R.S.A. § 4356 provides that, after notice and hearing, the municipal
officers may extend moratoriums for additional 180-day periods; and
WHEREAS, a properly noticed public hearing was held on the 15th day of December, 2014,
to allow the Board of Selectmen to consider the need to extend the moratorium and whether
reasonable progress has been made to alleviate said need, at which the Board of Selectmen heard
from all persons wishing to speak to the issue of extending the Moratorium; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to this hearing, the Board of Selectmen have found the problem giving
rise to the Moratorium still exists, and that the Town of Dover-Foxcroft has made reasonable
progress to alleviate this need for the Moratorium, including efforts to the assemble, compile and
analyze appropriate data to update the Town of Dover-Foxcroft Comprehensive Plan; and
WHEREAS, additional time is warranted to provide sufficient t ime to alleviate the need
giving rise to the Moratorium.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft hereby extends
the Moratorium by an additional 180-day time period, whereby the Town shall neither accept nor

approve applications, plans, permits, licenses, and/or fees or any other governmental approvals for
any new construction or uses governed by the Moratorium for such privately owned corridors for
said period of time as set forth in the provisions of the Moratorium.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that those provisions of the Town's Land Use Ordinance and any
other Town ordinances or regulations which are inconsistent or conflicting with the provisions of
the Moratorium, including, without limitation, the requirements for site plan review by the Planning
Board, and any variance appeals by the Board of Appeals, are hereby repealed to the extent that
they are applicable for the duration of the Moratorium, but not otherwise; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that to the extent any provision of this Resolution or the
Moratorium is deemed invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the balance of the Resolution
and/or Moratorium shall remain valid .
DATED this 15th Day of December, 2014.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT

Absent
Elwood E. Edgerly, Chairman

(seal)

Absent
Jane K. Conroy
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PUBLIC INDECENCY ORQltfANCE
DE THE
section 1.

Pu_z::2.9_S_4!.

The two purposes of this ordinance are (l) to prohibit
certain acts of commercial exploitation of human sexuality in ·
commercial or bueix::ess establishments within the '.l'owrr of Dover-Foxcroft
in order to reduce the likelihood of crimi.nal actiYity, moral
deqradation, sexually transmitted diseases and disturbances of
the peace and gooa order of the coromun1ty which may occur vhan
euch commarc~al exploitation ia permitted in euch piaces, and (2>
to protect tbe health, aa~ety, wel~are and morals o~ tho
community by ueing the government's recognized and tradit~onal
police power to protect societa1 order, morality and physical and
emotional heal~h without infringing on protected First Ame~drnen~
r.i.9hte.
Section

2-~_!ioitions.

For the purposes 0£ this section, the following
definitions appiy:
,I

A.

B.

sex-~al intercourse means any penetration of the
female sex organ by the maie sex organ. Emission
is not required.

s~xuttl act means any act of sexual gratification
between 2 persons invoiving direct phyeic~l contact
between the sex organs of one and the mouth or anus
~f the other or direct physical ·contact between the
sex organs of one and the sex organs of the other,
direct physical cont~ct between the sex organs
of one and an instrument or device manipulated by
~he other.
A .sexua1'act may be proved w~thout
dllegaeion or proof o~ penetration.

o=

C·

D.

)

Sexual contact meana any touching of the qen.1.ta ls,
directly or through clothing, other than as would
constitute a sexual act, £or the purpose of
drousi~g or gratifying sexual desire.
N~dity

means the showing of the human male or
£emale genitals, pubic area, or buttocks wit~ less
than a fully opaque covering, the ahowinq of the
female breast with lees than a fully opaque

u
·.~

covering of any part o~ the nipple, or the showing
of the covered male qenitals in a discernibly
turgid state.

s.

Public place msans a place to which the public at
large or a substantial group has accesa, including
but not 1im.ited to commercial or business
ostabliehments, public ways, schools, government-·
owned facilities, and the lobbies, h~liways, and
basement portion~ of apartment houses, hotels,
motels, public buildings and transportation
terminals.

F.

Pc..blic indecency means the knowing or intentionel
commission of an act of sexual intercourse, a
sext::.al act, sexual contact or nudity in a public
place.

section 3 •

~blic

Indecency Prohibited.

A.

Engaging in public indecency is prohibited.

B.

Encouraging or permitting another person or persons
to engage in an act or acts of public indecency by
the person who or entity which owns, leases or
otherwise controls a premises on which the a<;t o::
acts 0£ public indecency occur(s) is prohib~ted.

~ection 4.

P&~altie~.

A.

The violation of any provision of this Artir,le
ahall be punished by a fine not less than five
hundred dollars ($500) nor more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000) for each offense .
Each act of
violation and every day upon which any such
violation shall occur shall constitute a separate
offense.
In addition to such pendlty , the Town m~y
enjoin or abate any violation of this Article by
appropriate action, including but not limited to
revocation of any Town license for a premises or
commercial or business establishment in which the
public indecency occurs.

B.

1f the Town is ~he prevailing party in any action
brought to en£orce this ordinance, the Town must ba
a~arded reasonable attorneys' £ees, expert wltnesu
£oes, and costs, unless the court finds that
special circumstances make the award of these f cee
and costs unjust.

-

2 -

•

~
,

.

f

!ectJ.op !S.

soverabi1it%•

I~ any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this
Article ia ~or any reason held invalid or
uncoDatitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction,
such portion eha11 ba deemed a separate, distinct and
independent provieioA, and such holding shall not affect
tbe validity of the remaining portions thereof.

..

June 1995

-

3 -

...
,

•

$8.25

SHORELAND
ZONING
ORDINANCE
State Imposed 6/20/1979
1/1/89
4/30/90 – map amendment
6/13/92 – amended
6/28/93 – amended
6/24/96 – amended
6/23/97 – map amendment
6/26/00 – amended
6/25/01 – amended
6/24/02 – amended
10/27/03 – map amendment
3/8/04 – amended
6/28/04 – map amendment
6/12/07 – amended

9/10/2012- amendment
11/14/2012 - amendment
1/1/2013 – repeal of Timber Harvesting Standards
6/10/2014 - amendment
6/9/2015 - amendment

1

Dover-Foxcroft Shoreland Zoning Ordinance
Table of Contents
Section 1
Section 2
Section 3
Section 4
Section 5

Purpose ………………………………..………………………………….
Authority ………………………………..………………………………..
Applicability ……………………………...……………...……………….
Effective Date and Repeal of Formerly Adopted Ordinance..…………
Availability ………………………………………………………………..

4
4
4
4
5

Section 6 Severability …………………………...………………………………….. 5
Section 7 Conflicts with Other Ordinances ………………………………………. 5
Section 8

Amendments …………………………..…………………………….…… 5

Section 9

Districts and Zoning Map ………………………………………….….… 5
A.
B.
C.
D.

Official Shoreland Zoning Map ……………………………………….
Scale of Map …………………………………………………………..
Certification of Official Shoreland Zoning Map ………………………
Changes to the Official Shoreland Zoning Map ………………………

5
5
5
6

Section 10 Interpretation of District Boundaries ……...………………………….. 6
Section 11 Land Use Requirements ……………………….……………………….. 6
Section 12 Nonconformance ……………………….. ………………..……….…... 6
A. Purpose ………………………………………………………………… 6
B. General ………………………….………..……………………………. 6
C. Nonconforming Structures ……………………………….……….…... 7
D.Nonconforming Uses …………………………………..……………… 11
E. Nonconforming Lots …………………………………..……………….. 11

Section 13 Establishment of Districts ……………………………………………… 12
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Resource Protection District (SRP) ……………………………….... 12
Limited Residential District (SLR, SLR1) ……………………… …. 13
Limited Commercial District (SLC, SLC1) …………………..….... 13
General Development District (SGD, SGD1) ……………………... 13
Stream Protection District (SSP)……………………………….……..14

Section 14 Table of Land Uses ……..………………………………………………. 14
Section 15 Land Use Standards …….………………………………….…………… 16
2

A. Minimum Lot Standards ………………………………………………. 16
B. Principal or Accessory Structures …………………………………….... 17
C. Piers, Docks, Wharves, Bridges, and Other Structures and Uses
Extending over or Beyond the Normal High-Water Line of a
Waterbody or Within A Wetland …………..…………………..……… 19
D. Campgrounds ………………………………………………………….. 20
E. Individual Private Campsites ………………………………………….. 20
F. Commercial and Industrial Uses……………………………………….. 21
G. Parking Areas …………………………………………………………. 21
H. Roads and Driveways ………………………………………………….. 22
I. Signs …………………………………………………………………… 24
J. Stormwater Run-off …………………………………………………… 24
K. Septic Waste Disposal ……………………………..…………………... 25
L. Essential Services ……………………………………………………… 25
M. Mineral Exploration and Extraction ………………………………..…. 25
N. Agriculture ….………………………………………………………..… 26
O. Timber Harvesting (repealed 1/1/13)….…………….…………………. 27
P. Clearing or Removal of Vegetation for Activities Other Than Timber
Harvesting………..………………………….………………………..… 27
Q. Erosion and Sedimentation Control …………………………………… 32
R. Soils ………………………………………………………………….… 33
S. Water Quality ……………………………………………………….…. 34
T. Archaeological Sites……………………………………………….…… 34

Section 16 Administration …..………………………………………………………. 34
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

Administering Bodies and Agents ……………………………………. 34
Permits Required ……………………………………………………… 34
Permit Application ……………………………………………………. 35
Procedure for Administering Permits ………………………………… 35
Special Exceptions………………………………………………………36
Expiration of Permit …………………………………………………… 37
Installation of Public Utility Service ………………………………….. 37
Appeals …………………………………………………………………37
1. Powers and Duties of the Board of Appeals ……………………37
2. Variance Appeals ……………………………………………….38
3. Administrative Appeals ………………………………………...39
4. Appeal Procedure………………………………………………..39
5. Appeal to Superior Court ……………………………………… 40
6. Reconsideration ………………………………………………... 40
I. Enforcement …………………………………………………………… 41
1. Nuisances ………………………………………………………. 41
2. Code Enforcement Officer ……………………………………... 41
3. Legal Actions ………………………………………………….. 41
4. Fines …………………………………………………………… 42

Section 17 Definitions ………..………………………………………………………. 42

3

SECTION 1 - PURPOSE
The purpose of this Ordinance are to further the maintenance of safe and
healthful conditions; to prevent and control water pollution; to protect
fish spawning grounds, aquatic life, bird and other wildlife habitat; to
protect buildings and lands from flooding and accelerated erosion; to
protect archaeological and historic resources; to protect freshwater
wetlands; to control building sites, placement of structures and land uses;
to conserve shore cover, and visual as well as actual points of access to
inland waters; to conserve natural beauty and open space; and to anticipate
and respond to the impacts of development in shoreland areas.

SECTION 2 - AUTHORITY

This Ordinance has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of Title
38 sections 435-449 of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated (M.R.S.A.).

SECTION 3 - APPLICABILITY

This Ordinance applies to all land areas within 250
distance, of the:
x Normal high-water line of any great pond or river,
x Upland edge of a freshwater wetland,

feet,

horizontal

And all land areas within 75 feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high
water line of a stream.
This Ordinance also applies to any structure built on, over or abutting a
dock, wharf or pier, or other structure extending or located below the
normal high-water line of a water body or within a wetland.

SECTION 4 - EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE AND ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
A. Effective Date of Ordinance and Ordinance Amendments. This Ordinance,
which was adopted by the municipal legislative body on June 28, 1993, shall
not be effective unless approved by the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection.
A certified copy of the Ordinance, or Ordinance Amendment,
attested and signed by the Municipal Clerk, shall be forwarded to the
Commissioner for approval.
If the Commissioner fails to act on this
Ordinance, or Ordinance Amendment, within forty-five days of his/her
receipt of the Ordinance, or Ordinance Amendment, it shall be automatically
approved.
Any application for a permit submitted to the municipality within the
forty-five (45) day period shall be governed by the terms of this
Ordinance, or Ordinance Amendment, if the Ordinance or Ordinance Amendment
is approved by the Commissioner.
B. Repeal of Municipal Timber Harvesting Regulation.
The municipal
regulation of timber harvesting activities is repealed on January 1, 2013,
in accordance with 38 M.R.S.A. section 438-B, at which time the State of
Maine Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of
Forestry shall administer timber harvesting standards in the shoreland
zone.
4

SECTION 5 - AVAILABILITY

A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with the Municipal Clerk
and shall be accessible to any member of the public. Copies shall be made
available to the public at reasonable cost at the expense of the person
making the request.
Notice of availability of this Ordinance shall be
posted.

SECTION 6 - SEVERABILITY

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts
to be invalid, such decision shall not invalidate any other section or
provision of the Ordinance.

SECTION 7 - CONFLICTS WITH OTHER ORDINANCES

Whenever a provision of this Ordinance conflicts with or is inconsistent
with another provision of this Ordinance or of any other ordinance,
regulation or statute administered by the municipality the more restrictive
provision shall control.

SECTION 8 - AMENDMENTS

This Ordinance may be amended by majority vote of the legislative body.
Copies of amendments, attested and signed by the Municipal Clerk shall be
submitted to the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection
following adoption by the municipal legislative body and shall not be
effective unless approved by the Commissioner. If the Commissioner fails
to act on any amendment within forty-five (45) days of his/her receipt of
the amendment, the amendment is automatically approved.
Any application
for a permit submitted to the municipality within the forty-five (45) day
period shall be governed by the terms of the amendment, if such amendment
is approved by the Commissioner.

SECTION 9 - DISTRICTS AND ZONING MAP
A. Official Shoreland Zoning Map - The areas to which this Ordinance is
applicable are hereby divided into the following districts as shown on the
Official Shoreland Zoning Map which is made a part of this Ordinance:
1. Resource Protection (SRP)
2. Limited Residential (SLR, SLR1)
3. Limited Commercial (SLC, SLC1)
4. General Development (SGD, SGD1)
5. Stream Protection (SSP)
B. Scale of Map - The Official Shoreland Zoning Map shall be drawn at a
scale of not less than: 1 inch = 2000 feet. District boundaries shall be
clearly delineated and a legend indicating the symbols for each district
shall be placed on the map.
NOTE: Because of map scale or other reason, a municipality may have a
series of maps depicting its shoreland zone.
C. Certification Of Official Shoreland Zoning Map - The Official Shoreland
Zoning Map shall be certified by the attested signature of the Municipal
5

Clerk and shall be located in the municipal office.
In the event the
municipality does not have a municipal office, the Municipal Clerk shall be
the custodian of the map.
D.
Changes to the Official Shoreland Zoning Map - If amendments, in
accordance with Section 8, are made in the district boundaries or other
matter portrayed on the Official Shoreland Zoning map, such changes shall
be made on the Official Shoreland Zoning Map within thirty (30) days after
the amendment has been approved by the Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Protection.

SECTION 10 - INTERPRETATION OF DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Unless otherwise set forth on the Official Shoreland Zoning Map, district
boundary lines are property lines, the center lines of streets, roads and
rights of way, and the boundaries of the shoreland areas as defined herein.
Where uncertainty exists as to the exact location of district boundary
lines, the Board of Appeals shall be the final authority as to location.
The depiction of the Shoreland Zoning
for the Town of Dover-Foxcroft is
location of the shoreland zone. The
be determined by the shoreline of the
the boundary shown on the map.

Districts on the Shoreland Zoning Map
merely illustrative of the general
boundary of the shoreland zone shall
water body or wetland, regardless of

SECTION 11 - LAND USE REQUIREMENTS

Except as hereinafter specified, no building, structure, or land shall
hereafter be used or occupied, and no building or structure or part thereof
shall hereafter be erected, constructed, expanded, moved, or altered and no
new lot shall be created except in conformity with all of the regulations
herein specified for the district in which it is located, unless a variance
is granted.

SECTION 12 - NONCONFORMANCE
A. Purpose
It is the intent of this Ordinance to promote land use conformities,
except that nonconforming conditions that existed before the effective
date of this Ordinance or amendments thereto shall be allowed to
continue, subject to the requirements set forth in Section 12. Except
as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, a nonconforming condition
shall not be permitted to become more nonconforming.
B. General
1. Transfer of Ownership: Nonconforming structures, lots, and uses may
be transferred, and the new owner may continue the nonconforming use
or continue to use the nonconforming structure or lot, subject to the
provisions of this Ordinance.
2. Repair and Maintenance: This Ordinance allows, without a permit, the
normal upkeep and maintenance of nonconforming uses and structures
including repairs or renovations that do not involve expansion of the
nonconforming use or structure, and such other changes in a
6

nonconforming use or structure as federal, state, or local building
and safety codes may require.
NOTE: See Section 17 for the definitions of nonconforming structures, nonconforming uses and nonconforming lots.
C.Nonconforming Structures
1.Expansions:
All new structures must meet the shoreline setback
requirements contained in Section 15. A nonconforming structure may
be added to or expanded after obtaining a permit from the same
permitting authority as that for a new structure, if such addition
or expansion does not increase the nonconformity of the structure
and is in accordance with the subsections of Section 12(C)(1).
a. Expansion of an accessory structure that is located closer to the
normal high-water line of a water body, tributary stream or upland
edge of a wetland than the principal structure is prohibited, even
if the expansion will not increase nonconformity with the water
body, tributary stream or wetland setback requirement.
b. Expansion of any portion of a structure within 25 feet of the normal
high-water line of a water body, tributary stream or upland edge of
a wetland is prohibited, even if the expansion will not increase
nonconformity with the water body, tributary stream or wetland
setback requirement.
c. Notwithstanding Sections 12(C)(1)(b), if a nonconforming principal
structure is entirely located less than 25 feet from the normal
high-water line of a water body, tributary stream or upland edge of
a wetland, that structure may be expanded as follows, as long as all
other applicable standards of this Ordinance are met and the
expansion is not prohibited by Section 12 (C)(1) above.
i. The maximum total footprint of the principal structure may not be
expanded to an area greater than 800 square feet or 30% larger
than the footprint that existed on January 1, 1989, whichever is
greater.
ii. The maximum height of the principal structure may not be made
greater than 15 feet or the height of the existing structure,
whichever is greater.
d. All other nonconforming principal and accessory structures that do
not meet the water body, tributary stream or wetland setback
requirements may be expanded or altered as follows, as long as other
applicable standards of this Ordinance are met and the expansion is
not prohibited by Section 12 (C)(1) and subsections (a), (b), or (c)
above:
i. For structures located less than 75 feet from the normal highwater line of a water body, tributary stream or upland edge of a
wetland, the maximum combined total footprint or all structures may
not be expanded to an area greater than 1,000 square feet or 30%
7

larger than the footprint
whichever is greater.

that

existed

on

January

1,

1989,

ii. For structures located less than 75 feet from the normal highwater line of a water body, tributary stream or upland edge of a
wetland, the maximum height of any structure may not be made
greater than 20 feet or the height of the existing structure,
whichever is greater.
iii. For structures located less than 100 feet from the normal highwater line of a great pond or a river flowing to a great pond, the
maximum combined total footprint of all structures may not be
expanded to an area greater than 1,500 square feet or 30% larger
than the footprint that existed on January 1, 1989, whichever is
greater.
iv. For structures located less than 100 feet from the normal highwater line of a great pond or a river flowing to a great pond, the
maximum height of the structure may not be made greater than 25
feet or the height of the existing structure, whichever is greater.
v. For structures located less than 100 feet from the normal highwater line of a great pond or a river flowing to a great pond, any
portion of those structures located less than 75 feet from the
normal high-water line of a water body, tributary steam or upland
edge of a wetland must meet the footprint and height requirements
of Sections 12 (C)(1)(d)(i)and (ii).
e. In addition to the limitations in Section 12 (C)(1) and subsections
(a), (b) and (c) above, structures that are nonconforming due to
their location within the Resource Protection District and are
located at less than 250 feet from the normal high-water line of a
water body or the upland edge of a wetland may be expanded or
altered as follows, as long as other applicable standards of this
Ordinance are met:
i. The maximum combined total footprint of all structures may not be
expanded to an area greater than 1,500 square feet or 30% larger
than the footprint that existed at the time the Resource Protection
District was established on the lot, whichever is greater.
ii. The maximum height of any structure may not be made greater than
25 feet or the height of the existing structure, whichever is
greater.
iii. Any portion of the structures located less than 100 feet from
the normal high-water line of a great pond or a river flowing to a
great pond, must meet the footprint and height requirements of
Sections 12 (C)(1)(d)(iii) and (iv).
iv. Any portion of the structures located 75 feet from the normal
high-water line of a water body, tributary stream or upland edge of
8

a wetland must meet the footprint
Sections 12 (C)(1)(d)(i) and (ii).

and

height

requirements

of

f. Any approved plan for expansion of a nonconforming structure under
Section 12 (C) (1) must be recorded by the applicant in the registry
of deeds of the county in which the property is located within 90
days of approval. The recorded plan must include the existing and
proposed footprint of structures on the property, the existing and
proposed height of the structures on the property, the shoreland
zone boundary and evidence of approval by the municipal permitting
authority.
2. Foundations: Whenever a new, expanded or replacement foundation
is constructed under a nonconforming structure, the structure and
new foundation must be placed such that the shoreline setback
requirement is met to the greatest practical extent as determined by
the Planning Board or its designee, basing its decision on the
criteria specified in Section 12 (C)(3) below.
3.
Relocation:
A nonconforming structure may be relocated within the
boundaries of the parcel on which the structure is located provided that
the site of relocation conforms to all setback requirements to the greatest
practical extent as determined by the Planning Board of its designee, and
provided that the applicant demonstrates that the present subsurface sewage
disposal system meets the requirements of State law and the State of Maine
Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules (Rules), or that a new system can be
installed in compliance with the law and said Rules. In no case shall a
structure be relocated in a manner that causes the structure to be more
nonconforming.
In determining whether the building relocation meets the setback to the
greatest practical extent, the Planning Board or its designee shall
consider the size of the lot, the slope of the land, the potential for soil
erosion, the location of other structures on the property and on adjacent
properties, the location of the septic system and other on-site soils
suitable for septic systems, and the type and amount of vegetation to be
removed to accomplish the relocation.
When it is necessary to remove vegetation within the water or wetland
setback area in order to relocate a structure, the Planning Board shall
require replanting of native vegetation to compensate for the destroyed
vegetation. In addition, the area from which the relocated structure was
removed must be replanted with vegetation.
Replanting shall be required
as follows:
Trees removed in order to relocate a structure must be replanted with at
least one native tree, three (3) feet in height, for every tree removed.
If more than five trees are planted, no one species of tree shall make up
more than 50% of the number of trees planted.
Replaced trees must be
planted no further from the water or wetland than the trees that were
removed.
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Other woody and herbaceous vegetation, and ground cover, that are removed
or destroyed in order to relocate a structure must be re-established.
An
area at least the same size as the area where vegetation and/or ground
cover was disturbed, damaged, or removed must be re-established within the
setback area. The vegetation and /or ground cover must consist of similar
native vegetation and/or ground cover that was disturbed, destroyed or
removed.
4. Reconstruction or Replacement:
Any nonconforming structure which is
located less than the required setback from a water body, tributary stream,
or wetland and which is removed, or damaged or destroyed, regardless of the
cause, by more than 50% of the market value of the structure before such
damage, destruction or removal, may be reconstructed or replaced provided
that a permit is obtained within eighteen (18) months of the date of said
damage, destruction, or removal, and provided that such reconstruction or
replacement is in compliance with the water body, tributary stream or
wetland setback requirement to the greatest practical extent as determined
by the Planning Board or its designee in accordance with Section 12 (C)(3)
above. In no case shall a structure be reconstructed or replaced so as to
increase its nonconformity.
If the reconstructed or replacement structure is less than the required
setback it shall not be any larger than the original structure, except as
allowed pursuant to Section 12 (C)(1) above, as determined by the
nonconforming footprint of the reconstructed or replaced structure at its
new location. If the total amount of footprint of the original structure
can be relocated or reconstructed beyond the required setback area, no
portion of the relocated or reconstructed structure shall be replaced or
constructed at less than the setback requirement for a new structure.
When it is necessary to remove vegetation in order to replace or
reconstruct a structure, vegetation shall be replanted in accordance with
Section 12 (C)(3) above.
Any nonconforming structure which is located less than the required setback
from a water body, tributary stream, or wetland and which is removed by 50%
or less of the market value of the structure, excluding normal maintenance
and repair, may be reconstructed in place if a permit is obtained from the
Code Enforcement Officer within one year of such damage, destruction, or
removal.
In determining whether the building reconstruction or replacement meets the
setback to the greatest practical extent, the Planning Board or its
designee shall consider, in addition to the criteria in Section 12 (C)(3)
above, the physical condition and type of foundation present, if any.
5. Change of Use of a Nonconforming Structure: The use of a nonconforming
structure may not be changed to another use unless the Planning Board,
after receiving a written application, determines that the new use will
have no greater adverse impact on the water body, tributary stream, or
wetland, or on the subject or adjacent properties and resources than the
existing use.
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In determining that no greater adverse impact will occur, the Planning
Board shall require written documentation from the applicant, regarding the
probable effects on public health and safety, erosion and sedimentation,
water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, vegetative cover, visual and
actual points of public access to waters, natural beauty, floodplain
management, archaeological and historic resources, and functionally waterdependent uses.
D. Nonconforming Uses
1. Expansions:
Expansions of nonconforming uses are prohibited, except
that nonconforming residential uses may, after obtaining a permit from
the Planning Board, be expanded within existing residential structures
or within expansions of such structures as allowed in Section 12 (C)(1)
above.
2. Resumption Prohibited: A lot, building, or structure in or on which a
non-conforming use is discontinued for a period exceeding one year, or
which is superseded by a conforming use, may not again be devoted to a
nonconforming use except that the Planning Board may, for good cause
shown by the applicant, grant up to a one year extension to that time
period. This provision shall not apply to the resumption of a use of a
residential structure provided that the structure has been used or
maintained for residential purposes during the preceding five (5) year
period.
3. Change of Use: An existing nonconforming use may be changed to another
nonconforming use provided that the proposed use has no greater adverse
impact on the subject and adjacent properties and resources, including
water dependent uses, than the former use, as determined by the Planning
Board.
The determination of no greater adverse impact shall be made
according to criteria listed in Section 12 (BC) (5) above.
E. Nonconforming Lots
1. Nonconforming Lots: A nonconforming lot of record as of the effective
date of this Ordinance or amendment thereto may be built upon, without
the need for a variance, provided that such lot is in separate ownership
and not contiguous with any other lot in the same ownership, and that
all provisions of this Ordinance except lot area, lot width and shore
frontage can be met.
Variances relating to setback or other
requirements not involving lot area, lot width or shore frontage shall
be obtained by action of the Board of Appeals.
2. Contiguous Built Lots: If two or more contiguous lots or parcels are in
a single or joint ownership of record at the time of adoption of this
Ordinance, if all or part of the lots do not meet the dimensional
requirements of this Ordinance, and if a principal use or structure
exists on each lot, the nonconforming lots may be conveyed separately
or together, provided that the State Minimum Lot Size Law (12 M.R.S.A.
sections 4807-A through 4807-D) and the State of Maine Subsurface
Wastewater Disposal Rules are complied with.
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If two or more principal uses or structures existed on a single lot of
record on the effective date of this ordinance, each may be sold on a
separate lot provided that the above referenced law and rules are
complied with. When such lots are divided each lot thus created must be
as conforming as possible to the dimensional requirements of this
Ordinance.
3.

Contiguous Lots-Vacant or Partially Built: If two or more contiguous
lots or parcels are in single or joint ownership of record at the time
of or since adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, if any of these
lots do not individually meet the dimensional requirements of this
Ordinance or subsequent amendments, and if one or more of the lots are
vacant or contain no principal structure the lots shall be combined to
the extent necessary to meet the dimensional requirements.
This provision shall not apply to 2 or more contiguous lots, at least
one of which is non-conforming, owned by the same person or persons on
the effective date of this Ordinance and recorded in the registry of
deeds if the lot is served by a public sewer or can accommodate a
subsurface sewage disposal system in conformance with the State of
Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules, and
a.

Each lot contains at least 100 feet of shore frontage and at least
20,000 square feet of lot area; or

b.

Any lots that do not meet the frontage and lot size requirements of
Section 12(E)(3)(a) are reconfigured or combined so that each new
lot contains at least 100 feet of shore frontage and 20,000 square
feet of lot area.

SECTION 13 - ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS
A. Resource Protection District (SRP) - The Resource Protection District
includes areas in which development would adversely affect water quality,
productive habitat, biological ecosystems, or scenic and natural values.
This district shall include the following areas when they occur within the
limits of the shoreland zone, exclusive of the Stream Protection District,
except that areas which are currently developed, and areas which meet the
criteria for the Limited Commercial, or General Development Districts need
not be included within the Resource Protection District.
1.

2.

Floodplains along rivers and floodplains along artificially formed
great ponds along rivers, defined by the 100 year floodplain as
designated on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Flood
Insurance Rate Maps or Flood Hazard Boundary Maps, or the flood of
record, or in the absence of these, by soil types identified as recent
flood plain soils.
Areas of two or more contiguous acres with sustained slopes of 20% or
greater.

3. Areas of two (2) or more contiguous acres supporting wetland vegetation
and hydric soils, which are not part of a freshwater wetland as
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defined, and which are not surficially connected to a water body during
the period of normal high water.
4. Land areas along rivers subject to severe bank erosion, undercutting, or
river bed movement.
B.
1.

Limited Residential District (SLR, SLR1)
SLR - The SLR District includes those areas suitable for residential
and recreational development.
It includes areas other than those in
the Resource Protection District, or Stream Protection District, and
areas which are used less intensively than those in the Limited
Commercial District, or the General Development District.

2.

SLR1 - The SLR1 District includes areas suitable for residential and
recreational development.
It includes areas other than those in the
Resource Protection District, or Stream Protection District, and areas
that are used less intensively than those in the Limited Commercial
District or the General Development District.
It includes areas that
are currently developed. The density of existing development is higher
than those areas designated as SLR.

C.
1.

Limited Commercial District (SLC, SLC1)
SLC - The Limited Commercial District includes areas of mixed, light
commercial and residential uses, exclusive of the Stream Protection
District, which should not be developed as intensively as the General
Development District.
This district includes areas of two or more
contiguous acres in size devoted to a mix of residential and low
intensity business and commercial uses.
Industrial uses are
prohibited.

2.

SLC1 - The Limited Commercial District includes areas of mixed, light
commercial, and residential uses, exclusive of the Stream Protection
District, which would not be developed as intensively as the General
Development District. This includes areas of 2 or more acres in size
devoted to a mix of residential and low intensity business and
commercial uses.
Industrial uses are prohibited.
It includes areas
that are currently developed.
The density of existing development is
higher than those areas designated as SLC.

D.
General Development District (SGD, SGD1) - The General Development
District includes the following types of areas:
1.

Areas of two or more contiguous acres devoted to commercial,
industrial, or intensive recreational activities, or a mix of such
activities, including but not limited to the following:
a.
b.

Areas devoted to manufacturing, fabricating or other industrial
activities;
Areas devoted to wholesaling, warehousing, retail trade and service
activities, or other commercial activities; and
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c.

2.

Areas devoted to intensive recreational development and activities,
such as but not limited to, amusement parks, race tracks, and
fairgrounds.

Areas otherwise discernible as having patterns of intensive commercial,
industrial or recreational uses.
Portions of the General Development District may also include
residential development.
However, no area shall be designated as a
General Development District based solely on residential use.
The SGD1 District includes areas that are currently developed at a
higher density than areas within the SGD district.

E.
Stream Protection District (SSP) - The Stream Protection District
includes all land areas within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance,
of the normal high-water line of a stream, exclusive of those areas within
two-hundred and fifty (250) feet, horizontal distance, of the normal highwater line of a great pond, river or saltwater body, or within two-hundred
fifty (250) feet, horizontal distance of the upland edge of a freshwater
wetland.
Where a stream and its associated shoreland area are located
within two-hundred fifty (250) feet, horizontal distance, of the above
water bodies or wetland, that land area shall be regulated under the terms
of the shoreland district associated with that water body or wetland.

SECTION 14 - TABLE OF LAND USES

All land use activities, as indicated in Table 1, Land Uses in the
Shoreland Zone, shall conform with all of the applicable land use standards
in Section 15.
The district designation for a particular site shall be
determined from the Official Shoreland Zoning Map.
Key to Table 1:
Yes – Allowed (no permit required but the use must comply with all
applicable land use standards.
No – Prohibited
PB – Allowed with permit issued by the Planning Board
CEO – Allowed with permit issued by the Code Enforcement Officer
LPI – Allowed with permit issued by the Local Plumbing Inspector
Abbreviations:
SRP - Resource Protection
SLR - Limited Residential
SLR1 - Limited Residential (modified lot size frontage & setback)
SLC - Limited Commercial
SLC1 - Limited Commercial (modified lot size, frontage & setback)
SGD - General development
SGD1 - General development (modified lot size, frontage & setback)
SSP - Stream protection
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TABLE OF LAND USES IN THE SHORELAND ZONE
1.

Non-intensive recreational uses not requiring structures such as
hunting, fishing, and hiking
2. Motorized vehicular traffic on existing roads and trails
3. Clearing or removal of vegetation for activities other
than timber harvesting
4. Fire prevention activities
5. Wildlife management practices
6. Soil and water conservation practices
7. Mineral exploration
8. Mineral extraction including sand and gravel extraction
9. Surveying and resource analysis
10. Emergency operations
11. Agriculture
12. Aquaculture
13. Principal structure and uses:
A. One and two family residential,including driveways
B. Multi-unit residential
C. Commercial
D. Industrial
E. Governmental & Institutional
F. Small non-residential facilities for educational, scientific
Or nature interpretation purposes
14. Structures accessory to allowed uses
15. Piers, docks, wharves, bridges and other structures and uses
extending or located below the shoreline:
a. Temporary
b. Permanent
16. Conversions of seasonal residences or year-round residences
17. Home Occupations
18. Private sewage disposal systems for allowed uses
19. Essential services
A. Roadside distribution lines (34.5kV and lower)
B. Non-roadside or cross-country distribution lines involving ten
Poles or less in the shoreland zone
C. Non-roadside or cross-country distribution lines involving
Eleven or more poles in the shoreland zone
D. Other essential services
20. Service drops as defined to allowed uses
21. Public and private recreational areas involving minimal
structural development
22. Individual, private campsites
23. Campgrounds
24. Road construction
25. Parking facilities
26. Marinas
27. Filling and earth moving of < 10 cubic yards
28. Filling and earth moving of > 10 cubic yards
29. Signs
30. Uses similar to allowed uses
31. Uses similar to uses requiring CEO permit
32. Uses similar to uses requiring PB permit

SSP

SRP

SLR/SLR1

SLC/SLC1 SGD/SGD1

yes
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

CEO
yes
yes
yes
no
no
yes
yes
yes
PB

CEO(1)
yes
yes
yes
yes
PB(3)
yes
yes
PB
PB

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes(2)
PB
yes
yes
yes
PB

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes(2)
PB
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes(2)
PB
yes
yes
yes
yes

PB(4)
no
no(10)
no
no

PB(9)
no
no(10)
no
no

CEO
PB
no(10)
no
PB

CEO
PB
PB
no
PB

CEO
PB
PB
PB
PB

PB(4)
PB(4)

PB
PB

CEO
CEO

CEO
CEO

CEO
yes

CEO(11)
PB
LPI
PB
LPI

CEO(11)CEO(11)
PB
PB
LPI
LPI
PB
PB
LPI
LPI

CEO(11)
PB
LPI
CEO
LPI

CEO(11)
PB
LPI
yes
LPI

CEO(5)

CEO(5) yes(12) yes(12)

yes(12)

PB(5)

PB(5)

CEO

CEO

CEO

PB(5)
PB(5)
yes

PB(5)
PB(5)
yes

PB
PB
yes

PB
PB
yes

PB
PB
yes

PB
CEO
no
PB
no
PB
CEO
PB
yes
CEO
CEO
PB

PB
CEO
no(6)
no(8)
no(6)
no
CEO
PB
yes
CEO
CEO
PB

PB
CEO
PB
PB
PB
PB
yes
CEO
yes
CEO
CEO
PB

CEO
CEO
PB
PB
PB
PB
yes
CEO
yes
CEO
CEO
PB

CEO
CEO
PB
PB
PB
PB
yes
CEO
yes
CEO
CEO
PB

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8
9.

In RP not permitted within 75 feet of normal high water line of great ponds, except to remove safety hazards.
Requires permit from the Code Enforcement Officer if more than 100 sq feet of surface area in total, is disturbed.
Intentionally blank.
Provided that a variance from the setback requirements is obtained from the Board of Appeals
See further restrictions in Section 15(L)
Except when area is zoned for RP due to floodplain criteria in which case a permit is required from the Planning Board.
Intentionally blank
.Except as provided in Section 15(H)(3)
Single family residential structures may be allowed by special exception only according to the provisions of Section 16(E), Special
exceptions. Two-family residential structures are prohibited.
10. Except for commercial uses otherwise listed in this Table, such as marinas and campgrounds, that are allowed in the respective .
district.
11. Excluding bridges and other crossings not involving earthwork, in which case no permit is required.
12. Permit not required but must file a written “notice of intent to construct” with CEO.
Note: A person performing any of the following activities shall require a permit from the
Department of Environmental Protection, pursuant to 38 M.R.S.A. section 480-C.
If
the activity occurs in, on, over, or adjacent to any freshwater wetland, great pond, river
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stream or brook and operates in such a manner that material or soil may be washed into
them:
A. Dredging, bulldozing, removing or displacing soil, sand, vegetation or other
materials
B. Draining or otherwise dewatering
C. Filling;
D. Any construction or alteration of any permanent structure

SECTION 15 - LAND USE STANDARDS - All land use activities within the
shoreland zone shall conform with the following provisions, if applicable.
A.

Minimum Lot Standards and Setback Requirements
1.District
Minimum Lot Area
Min. Shorefront
Min Setback*
SLC
SLC1
SGD**
SGD1
SLR

(square feet)
40,000
20,000
40,000
5,000
40,000

200’
100’
200’
50’
200’

SLR1
SRP

20,000
40,000

100’
200’

SSP

40,000

200’

75’
25’
25’
0’
100’ from NHWL great ponds &
rivers/75’ from upland edge
of wetland
75’
100’ from NHWL great ponds &
river
75’ from upland edge of wetland
75’

* Min. setback applies to the setback from the NHWL of a great pond or
river or upland edge of a wetland unless otherwise noted.
Tributary
streams occurring in the shoreland zone shall meet setback requirements for
the particular zone in which they are located.
**For Tax Map 36 Lots 1 and lB the minimum lot area required per use is
2,500 square feet, the minimum shore frontage required per use is 18 feet,
and the minimum shoreline setback is 25 feet. The reduced lot standards
are applied due to the recognition that the lot is in a general development
district that was intensively developed with industrial or commercial uses
and is part of a brownfields program. This lot is served by public water
and sewer.
Access to the shoreline is limited, by a recreational trail
system that has limited spur trails to the shoreline, protecting the
vegetated buffer.
a. No new lots shall be created adjacent to Sebec Lake, Garland Pond
or Brann’s Mill Pond which contains less than 40,000 square feet
of lot area and 200’ of frontage, (unless the lots are created in
accordance with section 12(E(3) of this Ordinance).
2. Land below the normal high-water line of a water body or upland edge
of a wetland and land beneath roads serving more than two (2) lots
shall not be included toward calculating minimum lot area.
3. Lots located on opposite sides of a public or private road shall be
considered each a separate tract or parcel of land unless such road
was established by the owner of land on both sides thereof after
September 22, 1971.
4. The minimum width of any portion of any lot within one hundred (100)
feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a water
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body or upland edge of a wetland shall be equal to or greater than
the shore frontage requirement for a lot with the proposed use
whenever possible.
5. If more than one residential dwelling unit, principal governmental,
institutional, commercial or industrial structure or use, or
combination thereof, is constructed or established on a single
parcel, all dimensional requirements shall be met for each additional
dwelling unit, principal structure, or use.
6. The water body or wetland setback provision shall neither apply to
structures which require direct access to the water as an operational
necessity, such as piers, docks, or retaining walls, nor to other
functionally water-dependent uses.
7.

B.

On a nonconforming lot of record on which only a residential
structure exists, and it is not possible to place an accessory
structure meeting the required water body, tributary stream or
wetland setbacks, the code enforcement officer may issue a permit to
place a single accessory structure, with no utilities, for the
storage of
yard tools and similar equipment.
Such accessory
structure shall not exceed eighty (80) square feet in area nor eight
(8) feet in height, and shall be located as far from the shoreline or
tributary stream as practical and shall meet all other applicable
standards,
including
lot
coverage
and
vegetation
clearing
limitations. In no case shall the structure be located closer to the
shoreline or tributary stream than the principal structure.

Principle or Accessory Structures

1. Principal or accessory structures and expansions of existing structures
which are permitted in the Resource Protection, Limited Residential,
Limited Commercial, and Stream Protection Districts, shall not exceed
thirty-five (35) feet in height.
a. This provision shall not apply to structures such as transmission
towers, windmills, antennas, and similar structures having no floor
area.
b. The height of a structure shall exclude a nonhabitable feature
mounted on a structure roof for observation purposes, such as a
cupola, a dome or a widow’s walk, provided the following conditions
are met:
i.
the feature is being added to, or is part of, a conforming
structure,
ii. the structure is not located in a Resource Protection or
Stream Protection District,
iii. the feature does not extend beyond the exterior walls of the
structure,
iv. the feature has a floor area of fifty-three (53) square feet
or less, and
V. the feature does not increase the height of the structure, as
defined, more than seven (7) feet.
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2. The lowest floor elevation or openings of all buildings and structures
including basements shall be elevated at least one foot above the
elevation of the 100 year flood, the flood of record, or in the absence
of these, the flood as defined by soil types identified as recent flood
plain soils. Accessory structures may be placed in accordance with the
standards of the Floodplain Management Ordinance that is consistent
with the April 2005 or later version under the National Flood Insurance
Program.
3. Except in the SGD, SGD1 and SLC1 Districts, non-vegetated surfaces shall
not exceed twenty (20) percent of the portion of the lot located within
the shoreland zone. In the shoreland zone of SGD, SGD1 and SLC1
Districts, non-vegetated surfaces shall not exceed seventy (70) percent
of the portion of the lot within the shoreland zone. Within the SGD and
SGD1 districts, in order to site public recreational facilities, areas
of non-vegetated surfaces in the shoreland zone may be revegetated in
order to create new non-vegetated surfaces on the same lot at least 25
feet, horizontal distance from the shoreline. Such revegetation shall
occur before the expiration of the permit for the project creating new
non-vegetated surfaces.
Non-vegetated surfaces include, but are not limited to the following:
structures, driveways, parking areas, and other areas from which
vegetation has been removed. Naturally occurring ledge and rock
outcroppings are not counted as non-vegetated surfaces for lots that
were recorded on March 24, 1990, and that have been in continuous
existence since that date.
Section 15 (B)(3) shall not apply to public boat launching facilities,
regardless of the district in which the facility is located.
4. Retaining walls that are not necessary for erosion control shall meet
the structure setback requirement, except for low retaining walls and
associated fill provided all of the following conditions are met:
a. The site has been previously altered and an effective vegetated buffer
does not exist;
b. The wall(s) is(are) at least 25 feet, horizontal distance, from the
normal high-water line of a water body, tributary stream, or upland
edge of a wetland.
c. The site where the retaining wall will be constructed is legally
existing lawn or is a site eroding from lack of naturally occurring
vegetation and which cannot be stabilized with vegetative plantings.
d. The total height of the wall(s), in the aggregate, are no more than 24
inches.
e. Retaining walls are located outside of the 100 year floodplain on
rivers, streams, wetlands, and tributary streams, as designated on the
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps
or Flood Hazard Boundary Maps, or the flood of record, or in the
absence of these, by soil types identified as recent floodplain soils.
f. The area behind the wall is revegetated with grass, shrubs, trees, or a
combination thereof, and no further structural development will occur
within the setback area, including patios and decks; and
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g.

A vegetated buffer area is established within 25 feet, horizontal
distance, of the normal high-water line of a water body, tributary
stream, or upland edge of a wetland when a natural buffer area does not
exist. The buffer area must meet the following characteristics:
i. The buffer must include shrubs and other woody and herbaceous
vegetation. Where natural ground cover is lacking the area must be
supplemented with leaf or bark mulch;
ii. Vegetation plantings must be in quantities sufficient to retard
erosion and provide for effective infiltration of stormwater
runoff.
iii. Only native species may be used to establish the buffer area.
iv. A minimum buffer width of 15 feet, horizontal distance, is
required, measured perpendicularly to the normal high-water line
or upland edge of a wetland.
v. A footpath not to exceed the standards in Section 15(P)(2)(a), may
traverse the buffer.
Note: If the wall and associated soil disturbance occurs within 75 feet,
horizontal distance, of a water body or tributary stream, a permit pursuant
to the Natural Resources Protection Act is required from the Department of
Environmental Protection.
4. Notwithstanding shoreline setback requirements in Sections 15(A)
and 15(B) above, stairways or similar structures may be allowed
with a permit from the Code Enforcement Officer, to provide
shoreline access in areas of steep slopes or unstable soils
provided: that the structure is limited to a maximum of four (4)
feet in width; that the structure does not extend below or over
the normal high-water line of a water body or upland edge of a
wetland, (unless permitted by the Department of Environmental
Protection pursuant to the Natural Resources Protection Act, 38
M.R.S.A. section 480-C); and that the applicant demonstrates
that no reasonable access alternative exists on the property.

C.Piers,Docks,Wharves,Bridges and Other Structures and Uses Extending Over
or Located Below the Normal High-Water Line of a Water Body Or Within A
Wetland.
1.

Access from shore shall be developed on soils appropriate for such use
and constructed so as to control erosion.

2. The location shall not interfere with existing developed or natural
beach areas.
3. The facility shall be located so as to minimize adverse effects on
fisheries.
4.

The facility shall be no larger in dimension than necessary to carry on
the activity and be consistent with the surrounding character and,
uses, of the area. A temporary pier, dock or wharf in non-tidal waters
shall not be wider than six feet for non-commercial uses.

5.

No new structure shall be built on, over, or abutting a pier, wharf,
dock, or other structure extending or located below the normal high19

water line of a water body or within a wetland unless the structure
requires direct access to the water body or wetland as an operational
necessity.
6.

New permanent piers and docks on non-tidal waters shall not be
permitted unless it is clearly demonstrated to the Planning Board that
a temporary pier or dock is not feasible, and a permit has been
obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection, pursuant to
the Natural Resource Protection Act.

7.

No existing structures built on, over, or abutting a pier, dock, wharf,
or other structure extending or located below the normal high-water
line of a water body or within a wetland shall be converted to
residential dwelling units in any district.

8.

Except in the General Development District, structures built on, over,
or abutting a pier, wharf, dock, or other structure extending or
located below the normal high-water line of a water body or within a
wetland shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height above the pier,
wharf, dock, or other structure.

Note: New permanent structures, and expansions thereof, projecting into or over water bodies shall require a
permit form the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to the Natural Resources protection Act, 38
M.R.S.A., Section 480-C. Permits may also be required from the Army Corps of Engineers if located in
navigable waters.
D. Campgrounds - Campgrounds shall conform to the minimum requirements
imposed under state licensing procedures and the following:
1.

Campgrounds shall contain a minimum of five thousand (5,000) square
feet of land, not including roads and driveways, for each site. Land
supporting wetland vegetation, and land below the normal high-water
line of a water body shall not be included in calculating land area per
site.

2.

The areas intended for placement of a recreational vehicle, tent or
shelter, and utility and service buildings shall meet the shoreline
setback requirements for structures for the district in which such
areas are located.

E.
Individual Private Campsites - Individual, private campsites not
associated with campgrounds are allowed provided the following conditions
are met:
1.

One campsite per lot existing on the effective date of this Ordinance,
or thirty thousand (30,000) square feet of lot area within the
shoreland zone, whichever is less, may be permitted.

2.

Campsite placement on any lot, including the area intended for a
recreational vehicle or tent platform, shall meet the shoreline setback
requirements for structures for the districts in which such areas are
located.
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3. Only one recreational vehicle shall be allowed on a campsite.
The
recreational vehicles shall not be located on any type of permanent
foundation except for a gravel pad, and no structure except a canopy
shall be attached to the recreational vehicle.
4.

The clearing of vegetation for the siting of the recreational vehicle,
tent, or similar shelter in a Resource Protection District shall be
limited to one thousand (1,000) square feet.

5.

A written sewage disposal plan describing the proposed method and
location of sewage disposal shall be required for each campsite and
shall be approved by the Local Plumbing Inspector.
Where disposal is
off-site, written authorization from the receiving facility or land
owner is required.

6.

When a recreational vehicle, tent, or similar shelter is placed on-site
for more than one hundred and twenty (120) days per year, all
requirements for residential structures shall be met, including the
installation of a subsurface sewage disposal system in compliance with
the State of Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules unless served
by public sewage facilities.

F.
Commercial and Industrial Uses – The following new commercial and
industrial uses are prohibited within the shoreland zone adjacent to great
ponds classified GPA, and rivers and streams which flow to great ponds
classified GPA:
1. Auto washing facilities
2. Auto or other vehicle service and/or repair operations, including
body shops
3. Chemical and bacteriological laboratories
4. Storage of chemicals, including herbicides, pesticides or
fertilizers, other than amounts normally associated with
individual households or farms
5. Commercial painting, wood preserving, and furniture stripping
6. Dry cleaning establishments
7. Electronic circuit assembly
8. Laundromats, unless connected to a sanitary sewer
9. Metal plating, finishing, or polishing
10. Petroleum or petroleum product storage and/or sale except storage
on same property as use occurs and except for storage and sales
associated with marinas
11. Photographic processing
12. Printing
G. Parking Areas
1. Parking areas shall meet the shoreline and tributary stream setback
requirements for structures for the district in which such areas are
located, except that the setback requirement for parking areas serving
public boat launching facilities, in districts SLR, SLR1, and SLC may
be reduced to no less than fifty (50) feet from the shoreline or
tributary stream if the Planning Board finds that no other reasonable
alternative exists.
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2.

Parking areas shall be adequately sized for the proposed use and shall
be designed to prevent storm water runoff from flowing directly into a
water body, wetland or tributary stream, and where feasible, to retain
all runoff on-site.

3.

In determining the appropriate size of proposed parking facilities, the
following shall apply:
a. Typical parking space:
Approximately ten (10) feet wide and twenty
(20) feet long, except that parking spaces for a vehicle and boat
trailer shall be forty (40) feet long.
b. Internal travel aisles:

Approximately twenty (20) feet wide.

H.
Roads and Driveways - The following standards shall apply to the
construction of roads and/or driveways and drainage systems, culverts, and
other related features.
1.

Roads and driveways shall be set back to meet the shoreline setback
requirements for structures for the district in which such areas are
located. If no other reasonable alternative exists in zones SLR, SLR1,
and SLC as determined by the Planning Board, the road and/or driveway
setback requirement shall be no less than fifty (50) feet upon clear
showing by the applicant that appropriate techniques will be used to
prevent sedimentation of the water body, tributary stream, or wetland.
Such techniques may include, but are not limited to, the installation
of settling basins, and/or the effective use of additional ditch relief
culverts and turnouts placed so as to avoid sedimentation of the water
body, tributary stream, or wetland.
On slopes of greater than twenty (20) percent the road and/or driveway
setback shall be increased by ten (10) feet, horizontal distance, for
each five (5) percent increase in slope above twenty (20) percent.
Section 15 (H)(1) does not apply to approaches to water crossings nor
to roads or driveways that provide access to permitted structures, and
facilities located nearer to the shoreline due to an operational
necessity, excluding temporary docks for recreational uses. Roads and
driveways providing access to permitted structures within the setback
area shall comply fully with the requirements of Section 15(H)(1)
except for that portion of the road or driveway necessary for direct
access to the structure.

2.

Existing public roads may be expanded within the legal road right-ofway regardless of its setback from a water body, tributary stream or
wetland.

3.

New roads and driveways are prohibited in a Resource Protection
District except that the Planning Board may grant a permit to construct
a road or driveway to provide access to permitted uses within the
district. A road or driveway may also be approved by the Planning Board
in a Resource Protection District, upon a finding that no reasonable
alternative route or location is available outside the district. When a
road or driveway is permitted in a Resource Protection District the
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road and/or driveway shall be set back as far as practicable from the
normal high-water line of a water body, tributary stream, or upland
edge of a wetland.
4.

Road and driveway banks shall be no steeper than a slope of two (2)
horizontal to one (1) vertical, and shall be graded and stabilized in
accordance with the provisions for erosion and sedimentation control
contained in section 15(Q).

5.

Road and driveway grades shall be no greater than ten (10) percent
except for segments of less than two hundred (200) feet.

6. In order to prevent road and driveway surface drainage from directly
entering water bodies, tributary streams or wetlands roads and
driveways shall be designed, constructed, and maintained to empty onto
an unscarified buffer strip at least (50) feet plus two times the
average slope, in width between the outflow point of the ditch or
culvert and the normal high-water line of a water body, tributary
stream, or upland edge of a wetland.
Surface drainage which is
directed to an unscarified buffer strip shall be diffused or spread out
to promote infiltration of the runoff and to minimize channelized flow
of the drainage through the buffer strip.
7.Ditch relief (cross drainage) culverts, drainage dips and water turnouts
shall be installed in a manner effective in directing drainage onto
unscarified buffer strips before the flow gains sufficient volume or head
to erode the road, driveway or ditch. To accomplish this, the following
shall apply:
a. Ditch relief culverts, drainage dips and associated water turnouts
shall be spaced along the road, or driveway at intervals no greater
than indicated in the following table:
Grade
(Percent)

Spacing
(feet)

0-2
3-5
6-10
11-15
16-20
21+

250
200-135
100-80
80-60
60-45
40

b. Drainage dips may be used in place of ditch relief culverts only
where the grade is ten (10) percent or less.
c. On sections having slopes greater than ten (10) percent, ditch
relief culverts shall be placed at approximately a thirty (30)
degree angle downslope from a line perpendicular to the centerline
of the road or driveway.
d. Ditch relief culverts shall be sufficiently sized and properly
installed in order to allow for effective functioning, and their
inlet and outlet ends shall be stabilized with appropriate
materials.
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8.

Ditches, culverts, bridges, dips, water turnouts and other storm water
runoff control installations associated with roads and driveways shall
be maintained on a regular basis to assure effective functioning.

I. Signs - The following provisions shall govern the use of signs in the
Resource Protection, Stream Protection, Limited Commercial
and Limited
Residential Districts:
1.

Signs relating to goods and services sold on the premises shall be
allowed, provided that such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet
in area and shall not exceed two (2) signs per premises. In the Limited
Commercial District, however, such signs shall not exceed sixteen (16)
square feet in area. Signs relating to goods or services not sold or
rendered on the premises shall be prohibited.

2.

Name signs are allowed, provided such signs shall not exceed two (2)
signs per premises and shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in the
aggregate.

3.

Residential users may display a single sign not over three (3) square
feet in area relating to the sale, rental, or lease of the premises.

4.

Signs relating to trespassing and hunting shall be allowed without
restrictions as to number provided that no such sign shall exceed two
(2) square feet in area.

5.

Signs relating to public safety shall be allowed without restriction.

6.

No sign shall extend higher than twenty (20) feet above the ground.

7.

Signs may be illuminated only by shielded, non-flashing lights.

J.
1.

Storm Water Runoff
All new construction and development shall be designed to minimize
stormwater runoff from the site in excess of the natural predevelopment
conditions. Where possible, existing natural runoff control features,
such as berms, swales, terraces, and wooded areas shall be retained in
order to reduce runoff and encourage infiltration of storm waters.

2.

Storm water runoff control systems shall be maintained as necessary to
ensure proper functioning.

3.

I n addi t i on, new t r ai l spur s shal l be desi gned and const r uct ed t o shed wat er t owar d
veget at ed ar eas, i n or der t o avoi d er osi on and mi ni mi ze channel i zed f l ow t o t he wat er
body, t r i but ar y st r eam or wet l and.

Note:

The Stormwater Management Law (38 M.R.S.A. Section 420-D) requires a
full permit to be obtained from the DEP prior to construction of a
project consisting of 20,000 square feet or more of impervious area
or 5 acres or more of a developed area in an urban impaired stream
watershed or most-at-risk lake watershed, or a project with 1 acre
24

or more of developed area in any other stream, or wetland
watershed.
A permit-by-rule is necessary for a project with one
acre or more of disturbed area but less than 1 acre impervious area
(20,000 square feet for most-at-risk lakes and urban impaired
streams) and less than 5 acres of developed area. Furthermore, a
Maine Construction General Permit is required if the construction
will result in one acre or more of disturbed area.
K.
1.

Septic Waste Disposal
All subsurface sewage disposal systems shall be installed in
conformance with the State of Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal
Rules and the following:
a.
clearing or removal of woody vegetation necessary to site a new
system and any associated fill extensions, shall not extend closer
than seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from the normal
high-water line of a water body or the upland edge of a wetland and
b. a holding tank is not allowed for a first-time residential use in
the shoreland zone.
Note: The Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules require new systems, excluding fill extensions to
be constructed no less than one hundred (100) horizontal feet from the normal high-water line of a
perennial water body. The minimum setback distance for a new subsurface disposal system may not be
reduced by variance.

L.
1.

Essential Services
Where feasible, the installation of essential services shall be limited
to existing public ways and existing service corridors.

2.

The installation of essential services, other than road-side
distribution lines, is not allowed in a Resource Protection or Stream
Protection District, except to provide services to a permitted use
within said district, or except where the applicant demonstrates that
no reasonable alternative exists. Where permitted, such structures and
facilities shall be located so as to minimize any adverse impacts on
surrounding uses and resources, including visual impacts.

3.

Damaged or destroyed public utility distribution lines may be replaced
or reconstructed without a permit.

M. Mineral Exploration and Extraction - Mineral exploration to determine
the nature or extent of mineral resources shall be accomplished by hand
sampling, test boring, or other methods which create minimal disturbance of
less than one hundred (100) square feet of ground surface. A permit from
the Code Enforcement Officer shall be required for mineral exploration
which exceeds the above limitation. All excavations, including test pits
and holes shall be immediately capped, filled, or secured by other equally
effective measures, to restore disturbed areas and to protect the public
health and safety.
Mineral extraction may be permitted under the following conditions:
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1.

A reclamation plan shall be filed with, and approved by, the Planning
Board before a permit is granted. Such plan shall describe, in detail,
procedures to be undertaken to fulfill the requirements of paragraph 3
below.

2.

No part of any extraction operation, including drainage and runoff
control features shall be permitted within one hundred (100) feet
horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a great pond or a
river flowing to a great pond, and within seventy-five (75) feet,
horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of any other water
body, tributary stream, or the upland edge of a wetland.
Extraction
operations shall not be permitted within fifty (50) feet, horizontal
distance, of any property line without written permission of the owner
of such adjacent property.

3.

Within twelve (12) months following the completion of extraction
operations at any extraction site, which operations shall be deemed
complete when less than one hundred (100) cubic yards of materials are
removed in any consecutive twelve (12) month period, ground levels and
grades shall be established in accordance with the following:
a.

All debris, stumps, and similar material shall be removed for
disposal in an approved location, or shall be buried on-site.
Only materials generated on-site may be buried or covered on-site.

Note: The State of Maine Solid Waste Laws, 38, ,M.R.S.A., Section 1301 and solid waste management
rules, Chapters 400-419 of the Department of Environmental Protection’s regulations may contain other
applicable provisions regarding disposal of such materials.
b.

The final graded slope shall be two and one-half to one (2 1/2:1)
slope or flatter.

c.

Top soil or loam shall be retained to cover all disturbed land
areas, which shall be reseeded and stabilized. Additional topsoil
or loam shall be obtained from off-site sources if necessary to
complete the stabilization project.

4.

In keeping with the purposes of this Ordinance, the Planning Board may
impose such conditions as are necessary to minimize the adverse impacts
associated with mineral extraction operations on surrounding uses and
resources.

N.
1.

Agriculture
All spreading of manure shall be accomplished in conformance with the
Manure Utilization Guidelines published by the Maine Department of
Agriculture on November 1, 2001, and the Nutrient Management Law (7
M.R.S.A. Section 4201-4209).

2.

Manure shall not be stored or stockpiled within one hundred (100) feet,
horizontal distance, of a great pond classified GPA or a river flowing
to a great pond, classified GPA, or within seventy-five (75) feet
horizontal distance, of other water bodies, tributary streams, or
wetlands. All manure storage areas within the shoreland zone must be
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constructed or modified such that the facility produces no discharge of
effluent or contaminated storm water.
3.

Agriculture activities involving tillage of soil greater than forty
thousand (40,000) square feet in surface area, within the shoreland
zone shall require a Conservation Plan to be filed with the Planning
Board.
Non-conformance with the provisions of said plan shall be
considered to be a violation of this Ordinance.
Note: Assistance in preparing a Conservation Plan may be available through the local Soil and Water
Conservation District Office.

4.

There shall be no new tilling of soil within one-hundred (100) feet,
horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a great pond
classified GPA; within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance,
from other water bodies; nor within twenty-five (25) feet, horizontal
distance, of tributary streams, and freshwater wetlands. Operations in
existence on the effective date of this Ordinance and not in
conformance with this provision may be maintained.

5.

Newly established livestock grazing areas shall not be permitted within
one hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water
line of a great pond classified GPA; within seventy-five (75) feet,
horizontal distance of other water bodies; nor within twenty-five (25)
feet, horizontal distance, of tributary streams, and freshwater
wetlands.
Livestock grazing associated with ongoing farm activities,
and which are not in conformance with the above setback provisions may
continue, provided that such grazing is conducted in accordance with a
Conservation Plan.

6.

In the SLR1 zone adjacent to Brann’s Mill Pond, Sebec Lake, and Garland
Pond, a seventy-five (75) foot setback for activities in sections 1-5
shall apply instead of 100’.

NOTE: 17 M.R.S.A. section 2805(4) requires a municipality to provide the
Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources with a copy of
any proposed ordinance that impacts farm operations. The law further
requires the Commissioner to review the proposed ordinance and advise
the municipality if the proposed ordinance would restrict or prohibit
the use of best management practices.
A copy of a shoreland zoning
ordinance that regulates no more restrictively than contained in these
Guidelines need not be provided to the Commissioner of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Resources.
O.

Timber Harvesting – Repealed January 1, 2013

P.

Clearing or Removal of Vegetation for Activities Other Than
Timber Harvesting
1. In a resource protection District abutting a great pond, there shall be
no cutting of vegetation within the strip of land extending 75 feet,
horizontal distance, inland from the normal high-water line, except to
remove safety hazards.
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Elsewhere, in any resource protection district the cutting or removal
of vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for uses
expressly authorized in that district.
2.

Except in areas as described in Section P(1), above, and except to
allow for the development of permitted uses, within a strip of land
extending one-hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, inland from the
normal high-water line of a great pond classified GPA or a river
flowing to a great pond classified GPA, and seventy-five (75) feet,
horizontal distance, from any other water body, tributary stream, or
the upland edge of a wetland, a buffer strip of vegetation shall be
preserved as follows:
a. There shall be no cleared opening greater than 250 square feet in
the forest canopy (or other existing woody vegetation if a forested
canopy is not present)as measured from the outer limits of the tree
or shrub crown, except for the allowed footpath and for permitted
trail spurs. A footpath not to exceed six (6) feet in width as
measured between tree trunks and/or shrub stems is allowed provided
that a cleared line of sight to the water through the buffer strip
is not created.
Trail spurs shall comply with Section 15.P.2.e.
below.
b.

Selective cutting of trees within the buffer strip is allowed
provided that a well distributed stand of trees and other natural
vegetation is maintained, except for new trail spurs which shall
comply with Section 15.P.2.f.below.
For the purposes of section
15(P)(2)(b) a “well-distributed stand of trees” adjacent to a great
pond classified GPA, or a river or stream flowing to a great pond
classified GPA, shall be defined as maintaining a rating score of 24
or more in each
25-foot by 50-foot rectangular 1250 square feet)
area as determined by the following rating system.
Diameter of Tree at 4 1/2 feet
Above Ground Level (inches)
2≤4 in
4<8 in
8<12 in
12 in. or greater

Points
1
2
4
8

Adjacent to other water bodies, tributary streams, and wetlands, a
“well-distributed stand of trees” is defined as maintaining a
minimum rating score of 16 per 25-foot by 50-foot rectangle area.
Note: As an example, adjacent to a great pond, if a 25-foot x 50-foot plot contains four (4) trees
between 2 and 4 inches in diameter, three trees between 4 and 12 inches in diameter, two trees
between 4 and 8 inches in diameter, and two trees over 12 inches in diameter, the rating score is:
(4x1) +(2+2) + (3 x 4) + (2 x8 4) = 36 points.
Thus, the 25-foot by 50-foot plot contains trees worth 36 points. Trees totaling 12 points (36 24=12) may be removed from the plot provided that no cleared openings are created.
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The following shall govern in applying this point system:
(i)
The 25-foot by 50-foot rectangular plots must be established where the landowner or lessee
proposes clearing within the required buffer;
(ii)
Each successive plot must be adjacent to, but not overlap a previous plot;
(iii) Any plot not containing the required points must have no vegetation removed except as
otherwise allowed by this Ordinance.
(iv)
Any plot containing the required points may have vegetation removed down to the minimum
points required or as otherwise allowed by its Ordinance.
(v)
Where conditions permit, no more than 50% of the points on any 25-foot by 50-foot
rectangular area may consist of trees greater than 12 inches in diameter.
For the purposes of Section 15(P)(2)(b) “other natural vegetation” is defined as retaining existing
vegetation under three (3) feet in height and other ground cover and retaining at least five (5) saplings
less than two (2) inches in diameter at four and one half (4 ½) feet above ground level for each 25foot by 50-foot rectangle area. If five saplings do not exist, no woody stems less than two (2) inches
in diameter can be removed until 5 saplings have been recruited into the plot.
Notwithstanding the above provisions, no more than 40% of the total
volume of trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured at 4
1/2 feet above ground level may be removed in any ten (10) year
period.
c.

d.

In order to protect water quality and wildlife habitat, existing
vegetation under three (3) feet in height, and other ground cover
including leaf litter and the forest duff layer, shall not be cut,
covered, or removed, except to provide for a footpath or other
permitted uses as described in Section 15(P) paragraphs 2 and 2a
above.
Pruning of tree branches, on the bottom 1/3 of the tree is allowed.

e. In order to maintain a buffer strip of vegetation, when the removal
of storm-damaged, diseased, unsafe, or dead trees results in the
creation of cleared openings, these openings shall be replanted with
native tree species unless existing new tree growth is present.
f . I n t he SGD and SGDI di st r i ct s, as par t of per mi t t ed publ i c r ecr eat i onal f aci l i t i es,
t r ai l spur s may be per mi t t ed i n accor dance wi t h t he f ol l owi ng:
i . Tr ai l spur s shal l be l i mi t ed i n number and spaced i n or der t o pr ot ect t he
veget at ed buf f er ; onl y one t r ai l spur shal l be const r uct ed per 200 f eet of
shor e f r ont age as def i ned.
i i . Tr ai l spur s shal l meander , t o t he ext ent possi bl e gi ven t he di st ance bet ween
t he r ecr eat i onal t r ai l and shor el i ne, so as not t o cr eat e a cl ear l i ne of
si ght t hr ough t he buf f er .
i i i . Tr ai l spur s shal l be si t ed such t hat t he canopy and ot her nat ur al veget at i on
i s mai nt ai ned t o t he gr eat est pr act i cal ext ent , by choosi ng l ocat i ons t hat
r equi r e t he l east amount of t r ees and ot her nat ur al veget at i on t o be r emoved,
except as pr ovi ded i n Sect i on 15. P. 2. g. bel ow. “ Ot her nat ur al veget at i on” i s
def i ned i n Sect i on 15. P. 2. b. above. Wher e a canopy openi ng gr eat er t han 250
squar e f eet i s cr eat ed, as descr i bed i n Sect i on 15. P. 2. a. , r eveget at i on shal l
be r equi r ed adj acent t o t he t r ai l spur t hat r esul t ed i n t he cl ear ed openi ng.
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Wher e sapl i ngs ar e r educed t o l ess t han f i ve ( 5) , as descr i bed i n Sect i on
15. P. 2. b. , r eveget at i on shal l be r equi r ed adj acent t o t he t r ai l spur t o
r epl ace t he sapl i ngs r emoved. Onl y wi t hi n t he wi dt h of t he t r ai l spur shal l
veget at i on under t hr ee ( 3) f eet i n hei ght and ot her gr ound cover be r emoved.
Any r eveget at i on act i vi t i es shal l be i n accor dance wi t h Sect i on 15. P. 8. bel ow.
i v. Tr ai l spur s shal l be l i mi t ed t o a t r ead pat h no mor e t han t hr ee ( 3) f eet i n
wi dt h and t o an over al l cl ear ance no mor e t han f our ( 4) f eet i n wi dt h. The
t r ead pat h shal l be measur ed on t he gr ound, i n a st r ai ght l i ne, bet ween t he
si de edges of t he t r ai l spur . The over al l cl ear ance shal l be measur ed as a
hor i zont al di st ance bet ween t he near est t r ee t r unks and/ or shr ub st ems on
ei t her si de of t he t r ai l spur . The wi dt hs shal l not be exceeded at any poi nt
on t he t r ai l spur . Pr uni ng t r ee br anches on t he bot t om 1/ 3 of t he t r ee i s
al l owed. Reveget at i on may be necessar y t o cr eat e an adequat e buf f er and
mai nt ai n an accept abl e t r ai l wi dt h. Any r eveget at i on act i vi t i es shal l be i n
accor dance wi t h Sect i on 15. P. 8. bel ow.
v. Not wi t hst andi ng, no mor e t han 40% of t he t ot al vol ume of t r ees f our ( 4) i nches
of mor e i n di amet er , measur ed at 4 ½ f eet above gr ound l evel , may be r emoved
i n any t en ( 10) year per i od.
g. I n t he SGD and SGDI di st r i ct s, as par t of per mi t t ed publ i c r ecr eat i onal f aci l i t i es,
r emoval of veget at i on may be per mi t t ed i n accor dance wi t h t he f ol l owi ng:
i . The st andar ds of Sect i on 15. P. 2. a. t hr ough Sect i on 15. P. 2. e. may be exceeded i n
or der t o r emove non- nat i ve i nvasi ve speci es of veget at i on.
i i . Removal act i vi t i es may be conduct ed wi t h mot or i zed equi pment ; however , no
mot or i zed equi pment shal l be oper at ed or st or ed wi t hi n 25 f eet , hor i zont al
di st ance, of t he shor el i ne, wher e equi pment used shal l be l i mi t ed t o hand
t ool s, except t hat equi pment may be oper at ed and st or ed on exi st i ng st r uct ur al
sur f aces such as pavement or gr avel . Removal act i vi t i es shal l compl y wi t h
Sect i on 15. Q. Er osi on and Sedi ment at i on Cont r ol .
i i i . Wher e r emoval of veget at i on exceeds t he st andar ds of Sect i on 15. P. 2. a.
t hr ough Sect i on 15. P. 2. e, r eveget at i on shal l be r equi r ed. Such r eveget at i on
act i vi t i es shal l be i n accor dance wi t h Sect i on 15. P. 8. bel ow.
i v. Al l ar eas of exposed soi l s shal l be r eveget at ed or ot her wi se per manent l y
st abi l i zed, i n accor dance wi t h Sect i on 15. P. 8. and Sect i on 15. Q.
h. I n or der t o mai nt ai n t he veget at i on i n t he shor el i ne buf f er , cl ear i ng or r emoval
of veget at i on f or al l owed act i vi t i es, i ncl udi ng associ at ed const r uct i on and
r el at ed equi pment oper at i on, wi t hi n or out si de t he shor el i ne buf f er , must compl y
wi t h t he r equi r ement s of Sect i on 15( P) ( 2) .
Section 15.P.2. does not apply to the following: Those portions of
public recreational facilities adjacent to public swimming areas as
long as clearing or removal of vegetation is limited to the minimum
area necessary; Emergency response activities conducted by the
Department, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Coast
Guard, and their agents.
3.

At distances greater than one hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance,
from a great pond classified GPA or a river flowing to a great pond
classified GPA, and seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from
the normal high-water line of any other water body, tributary stream,
or the upland edge of a wetland, there shall be allowed on any lot, in
any ten (10) year period, selective cutting of not more than forty (40)
percent of the volume of trees four (4) inches or more in diameter,
measured 4 1/2 feet above ground level.
Tree removal in conjunction
with the development of permitted uses shall be included in the forty
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(40) percent calculation.
For the purposes of these standards volume
may be considered to be equivalent to basal area.
4. In no event shall cleared openings for any purpose, including but not
limited to, principal and accessory structures, driveways, lawns and
sewage disposal areas, exceed in the aggregate, 25% of the lot area
within the shoreland zone or ten thousand (10,000) square feet,
whichever is greater, including land previously cleared. This provision
applies to the portion of the lot within the shoreland zone, including
the shoreline buffer area. This provision shall not apply to the
General Development Districts.
5.

Legally existing nonconforming cleared openings may be maintained, but
shall not be enlarged, except as allowed by this Ordinance.

6.

Fields and other cleared openings which have reverted to primarily
shrubs, trees, or other woody vegetation shall be regulated under the
provisions of Section 15(P).

7.

In the SLR1 zone adjacent to Sebec Lake, Garland Pond, and Brann’s Mill
Pond a setback of 75’ for activities listed in Sections 2 and 3 shall
apply instead of 100’.

8. Reveget at i on act i vi t i es r equi r ed or necessi t at ed by pr ovi si ons above shal l be descr i bed
i n a r eveget at i on pl an. A r eveget at i on pl an may al so be r equi r ed when i t i s det er mi ned
by t he per mi t t i ng aut hor i t y t hat r eveget at i on i s r equi r ed t o ensur e t he pur poses of
t hi s Or di nance. Any r eveget at i on pl an r equi r ed shal l be par t of t he per mi t appl i cat i on.
I t shal l be t he bur den of t he l andowner t o ensur e t he r eveget at i on pl an i s f ul l y
i mpl ement ed and mai nt enance occur s as r equi r ed.
a. The f ol l owi ng shal l occur :
i . The r eveget at i on pl an shal l be pr epar ed wi t h and si gned by a l i censed f or est er .
i i . Reveget at i on shal l occur wi t hi n t he same shor el i ne di st ance, and as cl ose i n
adj acency as r easonabl e, as t he ar ea wher e veget at i on was r emoved, except i n
t he f oot pr i nt of per mi t t ed st r uct ur es or t r ai l spur s.
i i i . Veget at i on t o be pl ant ed shal l not be i nvasi ve speci es.
i v. Veget at i on t o be pl ant ed shal l consi st of t r ees and sapl i ngs; i f mor e t han t hr ee
( 3) t r ees or sapl i ngs ar e t o be pl ant ed, t hen at l east t hr ee ( 3) di f f er ent
speci es shal l be used.
v. Veget at i on t o be pl ant ed shal l al so consi st of woody veget at i on, veget at i on under
t hr ee f eet i n hei ght , gr ound veget at i on, and gr ound cover ; i n ar eas wher e
gr ound cover i s l acki ng, t he ar ea shal l be suppl ement ed wi t h l eaf mul ch, bar k
mul ch, and/ or pl ant i ngs of nat i ve shr ubs and ot her woody and her baceous
veget at i on, i n quant i t i es and var i et y suf f i ci ent t o r et ar d er osi on and pr ovi de
f or ef f ect i ve i nf i l t r at i on of st or mwat er .
vi . Reveget at i on shal l occur bef or e t he expi r at i on of t he per mi t al l owi ng t he
associ at ed pr oj ect ; i f t he pr oj ect i s not compl et ed bef or e per mi t expi r at i on,
t hen a new r eveget at i on pl an shal l be submi t t ed wi t h any r enewal or new per mi t
appl i cat i on.
b. The f ol l owi ng shoul d al so occur , and may be r equi r ed by t he per mi t t i ng aut hor i t y or
t he l i censed f or est er :
i . The r eveget at i on pl an shoul d i ncl ude a scal ed si t e pl an of veget at i on t o be
r emoved, veget at i on t o r emai n and veget at i on t o be pl ant ed.
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i i . The r eveget at i on pl an shoul d i ncl ude a l i st of veget at i on t o be pl ant ed, whi ch
shoul d be nat i ve speci es.
i i i . When choosi ng veget at i on t o be pl ant ed, t he l i censed f or est er shoul d t ake i nt o
consi der at i on si t e condi t i ons, such as st eep sl oped ar eas, wet swal e ar eas or
poor soi l condi t i ons, and make r ecommendat i ons f or t hese uni que ar eas on t he
si t e.
c. The f ol l owi ng mai nt enance shal l occur :
i . A sur vi val r at e of 80% of pl ant ed t r ees over 5 year s shal l be r equi r ed, and
r epl ant i ng shal l be r equi r ed when t he sur vi val r at e i s not met ; hi gher sur vi val
r at es, addi t i onal year s of mai nt enance, or sur vi val r at es and year s of
mai nt enance f or ot her veget at i on may be r equi r ed by t he per mi t t i ng aut hor i t y.
i i . I f veget at i on f ai l s due t o sever e er osi on condi t i ons, t hen anot her f or m of
per manent st abi l i zat i on shal l be i mpl ement ed and may r equi r e addi t i onal
per mi t t i ng.
i i i . The per mi t t i ng aut hor i t y may r equi r e t hat t he mai nt enance pl an cal l f or
r epl ant i ng of veget at i on t hat di es i n ar eas pr one t o er osi on, ar eas capt ur i ng
r unof f and ar eas of si gni f i cant habi t at , r egar dl ess of sur vi val r at e.
i v. The per mi t t i ng aut hor i t y may r equi r e a mai nt enance pl an as par t of t he
r eveget at i on pl an.
9.

The cl ear i ng or r emoval of veget at i on associ at ed wi t h br ownf i el ds or vol unt ar y
r esponse act i on pr ogr am pr oj ect s pur suant t o 38 M. R. S. A. sect i on 343- E i s exempt f r om
Sect i on 15( P) , pr ovi ded t hat t he f ol l owi ng pr ovi si ons ar e met :
a. The cl ear i ng or r emoval of veget at i on i s wi t hi n t he shor el and zone of r i ver s
t hat ar e desi gnat ed as Gener al Devel opment Di st r i ct s; and
b. The cl ear i ng or r emoval of veget at i on i s necessar y f or r emedi at i on
t o cl ean up cont ami nat i on.

Q.
1.

act i vi t i es

Erosion and Sedimentation Control
All activities which involve filling, grading, excavation, or other
similar activities which result in unstablized soil conditions and
which require a permit shall also require a written soil erosion and
sedimentation control plan.
The plan shall be submitted to the
permitting authority for approval and shall include, where applicable,
provisions for:
a.

Mulch and revegetate disturbed soil.

b. Temporary runoff control features such as hay bales, silt fencing or
diversion ditches.
c.

Permanent
riprap.

stabilization

structures

such

as

retaining

walls

or

2.

In order to create the least potential for erosion, development shall
be designed to fit with the topography and soils of the site. Areas of
steep slopes where high cuts and fills may be required shall be avoided
wherever possible, and natural contours shall be followed as closely as
possible.

3.

Erosion and sedimentation control measures shall apply to all aspects
of the proposed project involving land disturbance, and shall be in
operation during all stages of the activity.
The amount of exposed
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soil at every phase of construction shall be minimized to reduce the
potential for erosion.
4.

Any exposed ground area shall be temporarily or permanently stabilized
within one (1) week from the time it was last actively worked, by use
of riprap, sod, seed, and mulch, or other effective measures. In all
cases permanent stabilization shall occur within nine (9) months of the
initial date of exposure. In addition:
a. Where mulch is used, it shall be applied at a rate of at least one
(1) bale per five hundred (500) square feet and shall be maintained
until a catch of vegetation is established.
b. Anchoring the mulch with netting, peg and twine or other suitable
method may be required to maintain the mulch cover.
c. Additional measures shall be taken where necessary in order to avoid
siltation into the water. Such measures may include the use of staked
hay bales and/or silt fences.

5.

Natural and man-made drainage ways and drainage outlets shall be
protected from erosion from water flowing through them. Drainage ways
shall be designed and constructed in order to carry water from a ten
(10) year storm or greater, and shall be stabilized with vegetation or
lined with riprap.

6. I n addi t i on, t he f ol l owi ng st andar ds appl y t o new t r ai l spur s:
a. Tr ai l spur s shal l be si t ed such t hat soi l er osi on and channel i zed f l ow t o t he
shor el i ne i s pr event ed and st eep sl opes t o t he shor el i ne ar e avoi ded.
b. Er osi on pr event i on measur es may i ncl ude st eps, wat er bar s, dr ai nage di ps, and mi nor
si de- sl opi ng of t r ai l s, and any necessar y l i ni ng of t he t r ai l wi t h er osi on cont r ol
mul ch.
c. Tr ai l spur s shal l not be const r uct ed as st r uct ur es, by havi ng a base mat er i al such
as, but not l i mi t ed t o, pavement , concr et e, gr avel or si mi l ar mat er i al .
d. Tr ai l spur s shal l be const r uct ed usi ng hand t ool s, i ncl udi ng power hand t ool s,
onl y. No mot or i zed equi pment shal l be oper at ed or st or ed wi t hi n 25 f eet , hor i zont al
di st ance, of t he shor el i ne, except on exi st i ng st r uct ur al sur f aces such as pavement
or gr avel .
7.

When an excavat i on cont r act or wi l l per f or m t he act i vi t i es, compl i ance wi t h t he
f ol l owi ng shal l be r equi r ed:
a. A per son cer t i f i ed i n er osi on cont r ol pr act i ces by t he Mai ne Depar t ment of
Envi r onment al Pr ot ect i on shal l be r esponsi bl e f or management of er osi on and
sedi ment at i on cont r ol pr act i ces at t he si t e. Thi s per son shal l be pr esent at t he
si t e each day ear t hmovi ng act i vi t y occur s f or a dur at i on t hat i s suf f i ci ent t o
ensur e t hat pr oper er osi on and sedi ment at i on cont r ol measur es have been i nst al l ed
whi ch wi l l ei t her st ay i n pl ace per manent l y or st ay i n pl ace unt i l t he ar ea i s
suf f i ci ent l y cover ed wi t h veget at i on necessar y t o pr event soi l er osi on.
b. I ncl ude on t he r equi r ed pl an or per mi t appl i cat i on, t he name and cer t i f i cat i on
number of t he per son who wi l l over see act i vi t i es causi ng or r esul t i ng i n soi l
di st ur bance.

R. Soils - All land uses shall be located on soils in or upon which the
proposed uses or structures can be established or maintained without
33

causing adverse environmental impacts, including severe erosion, mass soil
movement, improper drainage, and water pollution, whether during or after
construction.
Proposed uses requiring subsurface waste disposal, and
commercial or industrial development and other similar intensive land uses,
may require a soils report based on an on-site investigation and be
prepared by state certified professionals. Certified persons may include
Maine Certified Soil Scientists, Maine Registered Professional Engineers,
Maine State Certified Geologists, Maine Licensed Site Evaluator, and other
persons who have training and experience in the recognition and evaluation
of soil properties.
The report shall be based upon the analysis of the
characteristics of the soil and surrounding land and water areas, maximum
ground water elevation, presence of ledge, drainage conditions, and other
pertinent data which the evaluator deems appropriate.
The soils report
shall include recommendations for a proposed use to counteract soil
limitations where they exist.
S.
Water Quality - No activity shall deposit on or into the ground or
discharge to the waters of the State any pollutant that, by itself or in
combination with other activities or substances will impair designated uses
or the water classification of the water body, tributary stream or wetland.
T.
Archaeological Sites - Any proposed land use activity involving
structural development or soil disturbance on or adjacent to sites listed
on, or eligible to be listed on the Natural Register of Historic Places, as
determined by the permitting authority shall be submitted by the applicant
to the Maine Historic Preservation Commission for review and comment, at
least twenty (20) days prior to action being taken by the permitting
authority. The permitting authority shall consider comments received from
the Commission prior to rendering a decision on the application.

SECTION 16 - ADMINISTRATION
A.

Administering Bodies and Agents
1. Code Enforcement Officer - a Code Enforcement
appointed or reappointed annually by July 1st.

Officer

shall

be

2. Board of Appeals - A Board of Appeals shall be created in accordance
with the provisions of 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 2691.
3. Planning Board - A Planning Board shall be created in accordance
with the provisions of State Law.
B. Permits Required - After the effective date of this Ordinance no person
shall, without first obtaining a permit, engage in any activity or use of
land or structure requiring a permit in the district in which such activity
or use would occur; or expand, change, or replace an existing use or
structure; or renew a discontinued nonconforming use. A person who is
issued a permit pursuant to this Ordinance shall have a copy of the permit
on site while the work authorized by this permit is performed.
1.

A permit is not required for the replacement of an existing road
culvert as long as:
a. The replacement culvert is not more than 25% longer than the
culvert being replaced.
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b. The replacement culvert is not longer than 75 feet.
c.
Adequate
erosion
control
measures
are
taken
to
prevent
sedimentation of the water, and the crossing does not block fish
passage in the water course.
2. A permit is not required for an archaeological excavation as long as
the excavation is conducted by an archaeologist listed on the State
Historic Preservation Officer’s level 1 or level 2 approved list, and
unreasonable erosion and sedimentation is prevented by means of adequate
and timely temporary and permanent stabilization measures.
3. Any permit required by this Ordinance shall be in addition to any other
permit required by other law or ordinance.
C.

Permit Application
1. Every applicant for a permit shall submit a written application,
including a scaled site plan, on a form provided by the
municipality, to the appropriate official as indicated in Section
14.
2.

All applications shall be signed by an owner or individual who can
show evidence of right, title or interest in the property or by an
agent, representative, tenant, or contractor of the owner with
authorization from the owner to apply for a permit hereunder
certifying that the information in the application is complete and
correct.

3. All applications shall be dated, and the Code Enforcement Officer or
Planning Board, as appropriate, shall note upon each application the
date and time of its receipt.
4. If the property is not served by a public sewer, a valid plumbing
permit or a completed application for a plumbing permit, including
the site evaluation approved by the Plumbing Inspector, shall be
submitted whenever the nature of the proposed structure or use would
require the installation of a subsurface sewage disposal system.
D.
Procedure for Administering Permits - Within 14 days of the date of
receiving a written application, the Planning Board or Code Enforcement
Officer, as indicated in Section 14, shall notify the applicant in writing
either that the application is a complete application, or, if the
application is incomplete, that specified additional material is needed to
make the application complete. The Planning Board or the Code Enforcement
Officer, as appropriate, shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny
all permit applications in writing within 35 days of receiving a completed
application.
However, if the Planning Board has a waiting list of
applications, a decision on the application shall occur within 35 days
after the first available date on the Planning Board’s agenda following
receipt of the completed application, or within 35 days of the public
hearing, if one is held. Permits shall be approved if the proposed use of
structure is found to be in conformance with the purposes and provisions of
this Ordinance.
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The applicant shall have the burden of proving that the proposed land use
activity is in conformity with the purposes and provisions of this
Ordinance.
After the submission of a complete application to the Planning Board, the
Board shall approve an application or approve it with conditions if it
makes a positive finding based on the information presented that the
proposed use:
1.

Will maintain safe and healthful conditions;

2.

Will not result in water pollution, erosion, or sedimentation to
surface waters;

3.

Will adequately provide for the disposal of all wastewater;

4.

Will not have an adverse impact on spawning grounds, fish, aquatic
life, bird, or other wildlife habitat;

5. Will conserve shore cover and visual, as well as actual, points of
access to inland waters;
6. Will protect archaeological and historic resources as designated in
the comprehensive plan;
7. Will avoid problems associated with floodplain development and
use; and
8. Is in conformance with the provisions of Section 15, Land Use
Standards.
If a permit is either denied or approved with conditions, the reasons
as well as conditions shall be stated in writing. No approval shall be
granted for an application involving a structure if the structure would
be located in an unapproved subdivision or would violate any other
local
ordinance
or
regulation
or
statue
administered
by
the
municipality.
E. Special Exceptions – In addition to the criteria specified in Section
16(D) above, excepting structure setback requirements, the Planning Board
may approve a permit for a single family residential structure in a
Resource Protection District provided that the applicant demonstrates that
all of the following conditions are met:
1.

There is no location on the property, other than a location within the
Resource Protection District, where the structure can be built.

2.

The lot on which the structure is proposed is undeveloped and was
established and recorded in the registry of deeds of the county in
which the lot is located before the adoption of the Resource
Protection District.
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3.

All proposed buildings, sewage disposal systems and other improvements
are:
a.
b.

located on natural ground slopes of less than 20%, and
located outside the floodway of the 100-year floodplain along
rivers and artificially formed great ponds along rivers based on
detailed flood insurance studies and as delineated on the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps and
Flood Insurance Rate Maps; all buildings, including basements, are
elevated at least one foot above the 100-year floodplain elevation;
and the development is otherwise in compliance with any applicable
municipal floodplain ordinance.

If the floodway is not shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency
Maps, it is deemed to be ½ the width of the 100-year floodplain.
4.

The total footprint, as defined, is limited to a maximum of 1,500
square feet. This limitation shall not be altered by variance.

5.

All structures, except functionally water dependent structures, are set
back from the normal high-water line of a water body, tributary stream
or upland edge of a wetland to the greatest practical extent, but not
less than 75 feet, horizontal distance.
In determining the greatest
practical extent, the Planning Board shall consider the depth of the
lot, the slope of the land, the potential for soil erosion, the type
and amount of vegetation to be removed, the proposed building site’s
elevation in regard to the floodplain and its proximity to moderate
value and high value wetlands.

F. Expiration of Permit - Permits shall expire one year from the date of
issuance if a substantial start is not made in construction or in the use
of the property during that period. If a substantial start is made within
one year of the issuance of the permit, the applicant shall have one
additional year to complete the project, at which time the permit shall
expire.
G.
Installation of Public Utility Service - No public utility, water
district, sanitary district, or any utility company of any kind may install
services to any new structure located in the shoreland zone unless written
authorization attesting to the validity and currency of all local permits
required under this or any previous ordinance, has been issued by the
appropriate municipal officials.
Following installation of service, the
company or district shall forward the written authorization to the
municipal officials, indicating that installation has been completed.
H.

Appeals
1.
Powers and Duties of the Board of Appeals - The Board of Appeals
shall have the following powers:
a.

Administrative Appeals - To hear and decide administrative
appeals, on an appellate basis, where it is alleged by an
aggrieved party that there is an error in any order, requirement,
decision, or determination made by, or failure to act by, the
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Planning Board in the administration of this Ordinance; and to
hear and decide administrative appeals on a de novo basis where
it is alleged by an aggrieved party that there is an error in any
order, requirement, decision or determination made by, or failure
to act by, the Code Enforcement Officer in his or her review of
an action on a permit application under this Ordinance.
Any
order, requirement, decision or determination made, or failure to
act, in the enforcement of this ordinance is not appealable to
the Board of Appeals.
b.
2.

Variance Appeals - To authorize variances upon appeal, within
the limitations set forth in this Ordinance.

Variance Appeals - Variances are granted only under the following
conditions:
(a). Variances may be granted only from dimensional requirements,
including but not limited to, lot width, structure height,
percentage of lot coverage, area and setback requirements.
(b). Variances shall not be granted for establishment of any uses
otherwise prohibited by this Ordinance.
(c).
i.

The Board shall not grant a variance unless it finds that:
The proposed structure meets all applicable provisions of
Section 15, except for the specific provision which has
created
the
non-conformity
and
from
which
relief
is
appropriate hereunder; and

ii. The strict application of the dimensional requirement would
result in undue hardship. The term “undue hardship” means:
a.

That the land in question cannot yield a
economic return unless a variance is granted;

b.

That the need for a variance
circumstances of the property
conditions of the neighborhood.

c.

That the granting of a variance will
essential character of the locality; and

d.

reasonable

is due to the unique
and not the general
not

alter

the

That the hardship is not the result of action taken by
the applicant or prior owner.
(d). Notwithstanding
Section 16(H)(2)(C)(ii)above, in accordance
with 30-A M.R.S.A. section 4353-A, the Code Enforcement Officer
may approve a permit to the owner of a residential dwelling unit
for the purpose of making that dwelling accessible to a person
with a disability who resides in or regularly uses that
dwelling. The permit is deemed to include the variance, which
shall
be
solely
for
installation
of
equipment
or
the
construction of structures necessary for access to or egress
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from the dwelling by the person with the disability. The Code
Enforcement Officer may impose conditions on the permit,
including limiting the permit to the duration of the disability
or to the time that the person with the disability lives in the
dwelling.
The term “structures necessary for access to or
egress from the dwelling” shall include ramps and associated
railing, and wall or roof systems necessary for the safety or
effectiveness of the structure.
Such permitting is subject to
Sections 16(H)(2)(f) and 16(H)(4)(b)(iv) below.
(e).

The Board of Appeals shall limit any variances granted as
strictly as possible in order to ensure conformance with the
purposes and provisions of this Ordinance to the greatest extent
possible, and in doing so may impose such conditions to a
variance as it deems necessary. The party receiving the variance
shall comply with any conditions imposed.

(f). A copy of each variance request, including the application and
all supporting information supplied by the applicant, shall be
forwarded by the municipal officials to the Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Protection at least twenty (20) days
prior to action by the Board of Appeals. Any comments received
from the Commissioner prior to the action by the Board of
Appeals shall be made part of the record and shall be taken into
consideration by the Board of Appeals.
3.

Administrative Appeals
When the Board of Appeals reviews a decision of the Code Enforcement
Officer, the Board of Appeals shall hold a “de novo” hearing. At this
time the Board may receive and consider new evidence and testimony, be
it oral or written. When acting in a “de novo” capacity the Board of
Appeals shall hear and decide the matter afresh, undertaking its own
independent analysis of evidence and the law, and reaching its own
decision.
When the Board of Appeals hears a decision of the Planning Board, it
shall hold an appellate hearing, and may reverse the decision of the
Planning Board only upon finding that the decision was contrary to
specific provisions of the Ordinance or contrary to the facts
presented to the Planning Board.
The Board Appeals may only review
the record of the proceedings before the Planning Board. The Board of
Appeals shall not receive or consider any evidence which was not
presented to the Planning Board, but the Board of Appeals may receive
and consider written or oral arguments.
If the Board of Appeals
determines that the record of the Planning Board proceedings are
inadequate, the Board of Appeals may remand the matter to the Planning
Board.

4.

Appeal Procedure
a. Making an Appeal
39

i.

An administrative or variance appeal may be taken to the Board of
Appeals by an aggrieved party from any decision of the Code
Enforcement Officer or the Planning Board except for enforcementrelated matters as described in Section 16(H)(1)(a) above. Such
an appeal shall be taken within thirty (30) days of the date of
the official written decision appealed from, and not otherwise,
except that the Board, upon a showing of good cause, may waive the
thirty (30) day requirement.

ii. Applications for appeals shall be made by filing with the Board
of Appeals a written notice of appeal which includes:

iii.

a.

A concise written statement indicating what relief is
requested and why the appeal or variance should be granted.

b.

A sketch drawn to scale showing lot lines, location of
existing buildings and structures and other physical
features of the lot pertinent to the relief sought.

Upon receiving an application from an administrative appeal or
a variance, the Code Enforcement Officer or Planning Board, as
appropriate, shall transmit to the Board of Appeals all of the
papers constituting the record of the decision appealed from.

b. Decision by Board of Appeals
i. A maj or i t y of t he f ul l vot i ng member shi p of t he Boar d shal l const i t ut e a quor um
f or t he pur pose of deci di ng an appeal
ii. The person filing the appeal shall have the burden of proof.
iii. The Board shall decide all administrative appeals and variance
appeals within thirty five (35) days after the close of the
hearing, and shall issue a written decision on all appeals.
iv. The Board of Appeals shall state the reasons and basis for its
decision, including a statement of the facts found and conclusions
reached by the Board. The Board shall cause written notice of its
decision to be mailed or hand-delivered to the applicant and to
the Department of Environmental Protection within seven (7) days
of the Board’s decision. Copies of written decisions of the Board
of Appeals shall be given to the Planning Board, Code Enforcement
Officer, and the municipal officers.
5.

Appeal to Superior Court – Except as provided by 30-A, M.R.S.A. Section
2691 (3)(F) Any aggrieved party who participated as a party during the
proceedings before the Board of Appeals may take an appeal to Superior
Court in accordance with state laws within forty-five (45) days from
the date of any decision of the Board of Appeals.

6.

Reconsideration – In accordance with 30-A, M.R.S.A. Section 2691(3)(F)
The Board of Appeals may reconsider any decision within forty-five
(45) days of its prior decision. A request to the Board to reconsider
a decision must be filed within ten (10) days of the decision that is
being reconsidered. A vote to reconsider and the action taken on that
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reconsideration must occur and be completed within forty-five (45)
days
of
the
date
of
the
vote
on
the
original
decision.
Reconsideration of a decision shall require a positive vote of the
majority of the Board members originally voting on the decision, and
proper notification to the landowner, petitioner, planning board, code
enforcement officer, and other parties of interest including abutters
and those who testified at the original hearing(s).
The Board may
conduct additional hearings and receive additional evidence and
testimony.
Appeal of a reconsidered decision to Superior Court must be
within fifteen (15) days after the decision on reconsideration.

I.

made

ENFORCEMENT
1.

Nuisances - Any violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a
nuisance.

2.

Code Enforcement Officer
a. It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to enforce
the provisions of this Ordinance.
If the Code Enforcement
Officer shall find that any provision of this Ordinance is being
violated, he or she shall notify in writing the person
responsible for such violation, indicating the nature of the
violation and ordering the action necessary to correct it,
including discontinuance of illegal use of land, buildings or
structures, or work being done, removal of illegal buildings or
structures, and abatement of the nuisance conditions. A copy of
such notices shall be submitted to the Municipal Officers and be
maintained as a permanent record.
b. The Code Enforcement Officer shall conduct on-site inspections to
ensure compliance with all applicable laws and conditions
attached to permit approvals. The Code Enforcement Officer shall
also investigate all complaints of alleged violations of this
Ordinance.
c.

The Code Enforcement Officer shall keep a complete record of all
essential transactions of the office, including applications
submitted, permits granted or denied, variances granted or
denied, revocation actions, revocation of permits, appeals, court
actions, violations investigated, violations found, and fees
collected.

3. Legal Actions - When the above action does not result in the correction
or abatement of the violation or nuisance condition, the Municipal
Officers, upon notice from the Code Enforcement Officer, are hereby
directed to institute any and all actions and proceedings, either legal
or equitable, including seeking injunctions of violations and the
imposition of fines, that may be appropriate or necessary to enforce
the provisions of this Ordinance in the name of the municipality. The
Municipal Officers, or their authorized agent, are hereby authorized to
enter into administrative consent agreements for the purpose of
eliminating violations of this Ordinance and recovering fines without
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court action. Such agreements shall not allow an illegal structure or
use to continue unless there is clear and convincing evidence that the
illegal structure or use was constructed or conducted as a direct
result of erroneous advice given by an authorized municipal official
and there is no evidence that the owner acted in bad faith, or unless
the removal of the structure or use will result in a threat or hazard
to public health and safety or will result in substantial environmental
damage.
4.

Fines - Any person, including but not limited to a landowner, a
landowner’s agent or a contractor, who violates any provision or
requirement of this Ordinance shall be penalized in accordance with 30A,M.R.S.A, Subsection 4452.

Note: Current penalties include fines of not less than $100 nor more than $2500 per violation for each day that
the violation continues. However, in a resource protection district the maximum penalty is increased to $5,000
(38 M.R.S.A. Section 4452)

SECTION 17 - DEFINITIONS
Accessory structure or use - A use or structure which is incidental and
subordinate to the principal use or structure.
Accessory uses, when
aggregated shall not subordinate the principal use of the lot. A deck or
similar extension of the principal structure or a garage attached to the
principal structure by a roof or a common wall is considered part of the
principal structure.
Aggrieved party - an owner of land whose property is directly or indirectly
affected by the granting or denial of a permit or variance under this
Ordinance; a person whose land abuts land for which a permit or variance
has been granted; or any other person or group of persons who have suffered
particularized injury as a result of the granting or denial of such permit
or variance.
Agriculture - the production, keeping or maintenance for sale or lease, of
plants and/or animals, including but not limited to:
forages and sod
crops; grains and seed crops; dairy animals and dairy products; poultry and
poultry products; livestock; fruits and vegetables; and ornamental and
green house products. Agriculture does not include forest management and
timber harvesting activities.
Aquaculture - the growing or propagation of
estuarine, or marine plant or animal species.

harvestable

freshwater,

Basement – any portion of a structure with a floor-to-ceiling height of 6
feet or more and having more than 50% of its volume below the existing
ground level.
Boat launching facility - a facility designed primarily for the launching and
landing of watercraft, and which may include an access ramp, docking area,
and parking spaces for vehicles and trailers.
42

Campground - any area or tract of land to accommodate two (2) or more
parties in temporary living quarters, including, but not limited to, tents,
recreational vehicles, or other shelters.
Canopy – the more or less continuous cover formed by tree crowns in a
wooded area.
Commercial use - the use of lands, buildings, or structures, other than a
“home occupation,” defined below, the intent and result of which activity
is the production of income from the buying and selling of goods and/or
services, exclusive of rental of residential buildings and/or dwelling
units.
DBH – the diameter of a standing tree measured 4.5 feet from ground level.
Development – a change in land use involving alteration of the land, water
or vegetation, or the addition or alteration of structures or other
construction not naturally occurring.
Dimensional
requirements
numerical
standards
relating
to
spatial
relationships, including but not limited to, setback, lot area, shore
frontage, and height.
Disability
–
any
disability,
infirmity,
malformation,
disfigurement,
congenital defect or mental condition caused by bodily injury, accident,
disease, birth defect, environmental conditions or illness; and also
includes the physical or mental condition of a person which constitutes a
substantial handicap as determined by a physician or in the case of mental
handicap, by a psychiatrist or psychologist, as well as any other health or
sensory
impairment
which
requires
special
education,
vocational
rehabilitation or related services.
Driveway - a vehicular access-way less than five hundred (500) feet in
length serving two single-family dwellings or one two-family dwelling, or
less.
Emergency operations - operations conducted for the public health, safety or
general welfare, such as protections of resources from immediate
destruction or loss, law enforcement, and operations to rescue human
beings, property, and livestock from the threat of destruction or injury.
Essential services - gas, electrical, or communication facilities; steam, fuel,
electric power, or water transmission or distribution lines, towers and
related equipment; gas, oil, water, slurry or other similar pipelines;
municipal sewage lines, collection or supply systems; and associated
storage tanks.
Such systems may include towers, poles, wires, mains,
drains, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarms and police call boxes, traffic
signals, hydrants, and similar accessories, but shall not include service
drops or buildings which are necessary for the furnishing of such services.
Excavation Contractor – an individual or firm that either is engaged in a
business that causes the disturbance of one or more cubic yards of soil, or
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is in a business in which the disturbance of one or more cubic yards of
soil results from an activity that the individual or firm is retained to
perform. Disturbance includes: grading, filling, and removal. A person or
firm engaged in agriculture or timber harvesting activities is not
considered an excavation contractor as long as best management practices
for erosion and sedimentation control are used. Municipal, state and
federal employees engaged in projects associated with that employment are
not considered excavation contractors.
Expansion of a structure - an increase in the footprint of a structure, including
all extensions such as, but not limited to attached: decks, garages,
porches, and greenhouses.
Expansion of use - the addition of months to a use’s operating season; or the
use of more footprint or ground area devoted to a particular use.
Family - one or more persons occupying a premises and living as a single
housekeeping unit.
Floodway – the channel of a river or other watercourse and adjacent land
areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the 100-year flood
without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation by more than
one foot in height.
Floor area - the sum of the horizontal areas of the floor(s) of a structure
enclosed by exterior walls, plus the horizontal area of any unenclosed
portions of a structure such as porches and decks.
Footprint – the entire area of ground covered by the structure(s) on a lot,
including but not limited to: cantilevered or similar overhanging
extensions, as well an unenclosed structures such as patios and decks.
Forested Wetland - a freshwater wetland dominated by woody vegetation that is
six (6) meters tall (approximately twenty (20) feet) or taller.
Foundation - the supporting substructure of a building or other structure
excluding wooden sills and post supports, but including basements, slabs,
frost walls, or other base consisting of concrete, block brick or similar
material.
Freshwater wetland - freshwater swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas other
than forested wetlands which are:
1.

Of ten or more contiguous acres; or of less than 10 contiguous
acres and adjacent to a surface water body, excluding any river,
stream, or brook such that in a natural state, the combined surface
area is in excess of 10 acres; and

2.

Inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency
and for a duration sufficient to support, and which under normal
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circumstances do support, a prevalence of
typically adapted for life in saturated soils.

wetland

vegetation

Freshwater wetlands may contain small stream channels or inclusions of land
that do not conform to the criteria of this definition.
Functionally water-dependent uses - Those uses that require, for their primary
purpose, location on submerged lands or that require direct access to, or
location in, inland waters that cannot be located away from these waters.
These uses include, but are not limited to, commercial and recreational
fishing and boating facilities, finfish and shellfish processing, fishrelated storage and retail and wholesale marketing facilities, waterfront
dock and port facilities, shipyards and boat building facilities, marinas,
navigation aides, basins and channels, shoreline structures necessary for
erosion control purposes, industrial uses dependent upon water-borne
transportation or requiring large volumes of cooling or processing water
that cannot reasonable be located or operated at an inland site, and uses
that primarily provide general public access to inland waters Recreational
boat storage buildings are not considered to be a functionally waterdependent use.
Great pond - any inland body of water which in a natural state has a surface
area in excess of ten acres, and any inland body of water artificially
formed or increased which has a surface area in excess of thirty (30) acres
except for the purposes of this Ordinance, where the artificially formed or
increased inland body of water is completely surrounded by land held by a
single owner.
Great pond classified GPA - any great pond classified GPA, pursuant to Title 38,
Article 4-A, Section 465-A. This classification includes some but not all
impoundments of rivers that are defined as great ponds.
Ground cover.- small plants , fallen leaves, needles
partially decayed organic matter of the forest floor.

and

twigs,

and

the

Height of a structure - the vertical distance between the mean original prior to
construction) grade at the downhill side of the structure and the highest
point of the structure.
Home occupation - an occupation or profession which is customarily conducted on
or in a residential structure or property and which is 1) clearly
incidental to and compatible with the residential use of the property and
surrounding residential uses; and 2) which employs no more than two (2)
persons other than family members residing in the home.
Increase in nonconformity of a structure – any change in a structure or
property which causes further deviation from the dimensional standard(s)
creating the nonconformity such as, but not limited to, reduction in water
body tributary stream or wetland setback distance, increase in lot
coverage, or increase in height of a structure.
Property changes or
structure expansions which either meet the dimensional standard or which
cause no further increase in the linear extent of nonconformance of the
existing structure shall not be considered to increase nonconformity. For
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example, there is no increase in nonconformity with the setback requirement
for water bodies, wetlands, or tributary if the expansion extends no
further into the required setback area than does any portion of the
existing nonconforming structure.
Hence, a structure may be expanded
laterally provided that the expansion extends no closer to the water body,
tributary stream, or wetland than the closest portion of the existing
structure from that water body, tributary stream, or wetland. Included in
this allowance are expansions which in-fill irregularly shaped structures.
Individual private campsite - an area of land which is not associated with a
campground, but which is developed for repeated camping by only one group
not to exceed ten (10) individuals and which involves site improvements
which involves site improvements which may include but not be limited to a
gravel pad, parking area, fire place, or tent platform.
Industrial - The assembling, fabrication, finishing, manufacturing, packaging
or processing of goods, or the extraction of minerals.
Institutional – a non-profit or quasi-public use, or institution such as a
church, library, public or private school, hospital, or municipally owned
or operated building, structure of land used for public purposes.
Licensed Forester – a forester licensed under 32 M.R.S.A., Chapter 76.
Lot area - The area of land enclosed within the boundary lines of a lot, minus
land below the normal high-water line of a water body or upland edge of a
wetland and areas beneath roads serving more than two lots.
Marina - a business establishment having frontage on navigable water and, as
its principal use, providing for hire offshore moorings or docking
facilities for boats, and which may also provide accessory services such as
boat and related sales, boat repair and construction, indoor and outdoor
storage of boats and marine equipment, bait and tackle shops and marine
fuel service facilities.
Market value - the estimated price a property will bring in the open market and
under prevailing market conditions in a sale between a willing seller and a
willing buyer, both conversant with the property and with prevailing
general price levels.
Mineral exploration - hand sampling, test boring, or other methods of determining
the nature or extent of mineral resources which create minimal disturbance
to the land and which include reasonable measures to restore the land to
its original condition.
Mineral extraction - any operation within any twelve (12) month period which
removes more than one hundred (100) cubic yards of soil, topsoil, loam,
sand, gravel, clay, rock, peat, or other like material from its natural
location and to transport the product removed, away from the extraction
site.
Minimum lot width - the closest distance between the side lot lines of a lot.
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When only two lot lines extend into the shoreland zone, both lot lines
shall be considered to be side lot lines.
Multi-unit residential - a residential
residential dwelling units.

structure

containing

three

(3) or more

Native – indigenous to the local forests.
Nonconforming condition- nonconforming lot, structure or use which is
allowed solely because it was in lawful existence at the time this
Ordinance or subsequent amendment took effect.
Nonconforming lots - a single lot of record which, at the effective date of
adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, does not meet the area, frontage,
or width requirements of the district in which it is located.
Nonconforming structure – a structure which does not meet any one or more
of the following dimensional requirements; setback, height, non-vegetated
surfaces or footprint, but which is allowed solely because it was in lawful
existence at the time this Ordinance or subsequent amendments took effect.
Nonconforming use – use of buildings, structures, premises, land or parts
thereof which is not allowed in the district in which it is situated, but
which is allowed to remain solely because it was in lawful existence at the
time this Ordinance or subsequent amendments took effect.
Normal high-water line - that line which is apparent from visible markings,
changes in the character of soils due to prolonged action of the water or
changes in vegetation, and which distinguishes between predominantly
aquatic and predominantly terrestrial land. Areas contiguous with rivers
and great ponds that support non-forested wetland vegetation and hydric
soils and that are at the same or lower elevation as the water level of the
river or great pond during the period of normal high-water are considered
part of the river or great pond.
In the case of wetlands adjacent to
rivers and great ponds, the normal high-water line is the upland edge of
the wetland, and not the edge of the open water.
Person - an individual, corporation, governmental agency, municipality,
trust, estate, partnership, association, two or more individuals having a
joint or common interest, or other legal entity.
Piers, docks, wharves, bridges, and other structures and uses extending or located below the normal highwater line or within a wetland - Temporary: Structures which remain in or over the
water for less than seven (7) months in any period of twelve (12)
consecutive months. Permanent: Structures which remain in or over the water
for seven (7) months or more in any period of twelve (12) consecutive
months.
Primitive trail – a publ i c or pr i vat e pat h or t r ai l , est abl i shed f or wal ki ng, hi ki ng, nonmot or i zed bi ki ng pur poses, snow- shoei ng, or cr oss- count r y ski i ng. Pr i mi t i ve t r ai l s ar e not
st r uct ur es i f t her e i s no base mat er i al used such as, but not l i mi t ed t o, pavement ,
concr et e, gr avel or si mi l ar mat er i al . St r uct ur al pr i mi t i ve t r ai l s must meet t he shor el i ne
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set back f or st r uct ur es i n t he appl i cabl e di st r i ct , except f or associ at ed de mi ni mi s
st r uct ur es such as si gnage or exer ci se st at i ons t hat ar e si mi l ar t o f ences or pol es i n
t hei r i mpact t o t he veget at ed buf f er
Principal structure - a building other than one which is used for purposes wholly
incidental or accessory to the use of another building or use on the same
premises.
Principal use - a use other than one which is wholly incidental or accessory to
another use on the same premises.
Public facility - any facility, including, but not limited to, buildings,
property, recreation areas, and roads, which are owned, leased, or
otherwise operated, or funded by a governmental body or public entity.
Recent flood plain soils - the following soil series as described and identified by
the National Cooperative Soil Survey:
Alluvial
Cornish
Charles
Fryeburg
Hadley
Limerick
Lovewell
Medomak
Ondawa
Podunk
Rumney
Saco
Suncook
Sunday
Winooski
Recreational facility - a place designed and equipped for the conduct of sports,
leisure time activities, and other customary and usual recreational
activities, excluding boat launching facilities.
Recreational Trail – a way across land, used primarily for recreational purposes
including, but not limited to, such uses as: bicycling, Nordic (crosscountry) skiing, day hiking, equestrian activities, jogging or similar
fitness activities, trail biking, overnight or long distance backpacking,
roller skating, in-line skating, dog sledding, running, snowmobiling, canoe
and kayak portaging; and vehicular travel by motorcycle, four-wheel drive
or all terrain, off-road vehicles. Recreational trail use may be limited
by the permitting authority or owner. Recreational trail include the terms
primitive trail and trail spur.
Recreational vehicle - a vehicle or an attachment to a vehicle designed to be
towed, and designed for temporary sleeping or living quarters for one or
more persons, and which may include a pick-up camper, travel trailer, tent
trailer, camp trailer, and motor home.
In order to be considered as a
vehicle and not as a structure, the unit must remain with its tires on the
ground, and must be registered with the State Division of Motor Vehicles.
Replacement system - a system intended to replace: 1) an existing system which
is either malfunctioning or being upgraded with no significant change of
design flow or use of the structure, or 2)
any existing overboard
wastewater discharge.
Residential dwelling unit - a room or group of rooms designed and equipped
exclusively for use as permanent, seasonal, or temporary living quarters
for only one family at a time, and containing cooking, sleeping and toilet
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facilities.
The term shall include mobile homes, and rental units that
contain cooking, sleeping, and toilet facilities regardless of the timeperiod rented. Recreational vehicles are not residential dwelling units.
Riprap - rocks, irregularly shaped, and at least six (6) inches in diameter,
used for erosion control and soil stabilization, typically used on ground
slopes of two (2) units horizontal to one (1) unit vertical or less.
River - a free-flowing body of water including its associated floodplain
wetlands from that point at which it provides drainage for a watershed of
twenty five (25) square miles to its mouth.
Road - a route or track consisting of a bed of exposed mineral soil, gravel,
asphalt, or other surfacing material constructed for or created by the
repeated passage of motorized vehicles, excluding a driveway as defined.
Sapling – a tree species that is less than two (2) inches in diameter at
four and one half (4.5) feet above ground level.
Service drop - any utility line extension which does not cross or run beneath
any portion of a water body provided that:
1. in the case of electric service
a. the placement of wires and/or the installation of utility poles
is located entirely upon the premises of the customer
requesting service or upon a roadway right-of-way; and
b.
the total length of the extension is less than one thousand
(1,000) feet.
2. in the case of telephone service
a. the extension, regardless of length, will be made by the
installation of telephone wires to existing utility poles, or
b. the extension requiring the installation of new utility poles
or placement underground is less then one thousand (1,000) feet
in length.
Setback - the nearest horizontal distance from the normal high-water line of a
water body or tributary stream, or upland edge of a wetland, to the nearest
part of a structure, road, parking space or other regulated object or area.
Shore frontage - the length of a lot bordering on a water body or wetland
measured in a straight line between the intersections of the lot lines with
the shoreline.
Shoreland zone - the land area located within two hundred and fifty (250) feet,
horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of any great pond or
river; within 250 feet, horizontal distance, of the upland edge of a
freshwater wetland; or within seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance,
of the normal high-water line of a stream.
Shoreline – the normal high-water line, or upland edge of a freshwater
wetland.
Significant river segments – See 38 M.R.S.A. Section 437.
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St or m- damaged t r ee – a t r ee t hat has been upr oot ed, bl own down, i s l yi ng on t he gr ound, or
r emai ns st andi ng, and i s damaged beyond t he poi nt of r ecover y as a r esul t of a st or m
event .
St r eam - a f r ee- f l owi ng body of wat er f r om t he out l et of a gr eat pond or t he conf l uence of
t wo ( 2) per enni al st r eams as depi ct ed on t he most r ecent , highest resolution version
of the national hydrography dataset available from the United States
Geological Survey, on the website of the United State Geological Survey or
national map,
to point where the stream becomes a river or where the
stream meets the shoreland zone of another waterbody or wetland. When a
stream meets the shoreland zone of a water body or wetland and a channel
forms downstream of the water body or wetland as an outlet, that channel is
also a stream.
Structure –whet her t empor ar y or per manent : anything located, built, constructed or
erected for the support, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, goods,
or property of any kind; anything built, constructed or erected on or in
the ground. The term structure includes decks, patios and satellite dishes.
Structure does not include fences; poles; wiring, guy wires, guy anchors,
and other aerial equipment normally associated with service drops;
subsurface waste water disposal systems as defined in Title 30-A, section
4201, subsection 5; geothermal heat exchange wells as defined in Title 32,
section 4700-E, subsection 3-C; and wells or water wells as defined in
Title 32, section 4700-E, subsection 8.
Substantial start - completion of thirty (30) percent of a permitted structure or
use measured as a percentage of estimated total cost.
Subsurface sewage disposal system – any system designed to dispose of waste or waste
water on or beneath the surface of the earth; includes, but is not limited
to: septic tank; disposal fields; grandfathered cesspools; holding tanks;
pretreatment filter, piping, or any other fixture, mechanism, or apparatus
used for those purposes; does not include any discharge system licensed
under 38 M.R.S.A. Section 414, any surface wastewater disposal system, or
any municipal or quasi-municipal sewer or wastewater treatment system.
Sustained slope - a change in elevation where the referenced percent grade is
substantially maintained or exceeded throughout the measured area.
Timber harvesting - the cutting and removal of timber for the primary purpose of
selling or processing forest products. The cutting or removal of vegetation
in the shoreland zone associated with any other land use activity, and the
cutting or removal of trees in the shoreland zone on a lot that has less
than two (2) acres within the shoreland zone, shall not be considered
timber harvesting.
Such cutting or removal of vegetation shall be
regulated pursuant to Section 15(P) Clearing or Removal of Vegetation for
Activities Other Than Timber Harvesting.
Trail Spur – a primitive trail with no base material (pavement, concrete,
gravel or similar material) that extends toward the shoreline from a
recreational trail.
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Tree – a woody perennial plant that has a well-defined trunk(s) at least
two (2) inches in diameter at four and one half (4.5) feet above the
ground, that has a more or less definite crown and that reaches a height of
at least ten (10) feet at maturity.
Tributary stream - means a channel between defined banks created by the action of
surface water, which is characterized by the lack of terrestrial vegetation
or by the presence of a bed devoid of topsoil containing waterborne
deposits on exposed soil, parent material, or bedrock, and which is
connected hydrologically with other water bodies.”Tributary stream” does
not include rills or gullies forming because of accelerated erosion in
disturbed soils where the natural vegetation cover has been removed by
human activity.
Note:
Water setback requirements apply to tributary streams within the
shoreland zone.
Upland edge of a wetland - the boundary between upland and wetland. For purposes
of a freshwater wetland, the upland edge is formed where the soils are not
saturated for a duration sufficient to support wetland vegetation; or where
the soils support the growth of wetland vegetation, but such vegetation is
dominated by woody stems that are six (6) meters (approximately twenty (20)
feet) tall or taller.
Vegetation - all live trees, shrubs, and other plants including, without
limitation, trees both over and under 4 inches in diameter, measured at 4
1/2 feet above ground level.
Volume of structure - the volume of all portions of a structure enclosed by roof
and fixed exterior walls as measured from the exterior faces of these walls
and roof.
Water body - any great pond, river, or stream.
Water Crossing - any project extending from one bank to the opposite bank of a
river, stream, tributary stream, or wetland whether under, through, or over
the water or wetland.
Such projects include but may not be limited to
roads, fords, bridges, culverts, water lines, sewer lines, and cables as
well as maintenance work on these crossings. This definition includes
crossings for timber harvesting equipment and related activities.
Wetland - a freshwater wetland.
Woody Vegetation – live trees or woody, non-herbaceous shrubs.
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Town of Dover-Foxcroft
34 Main Street, East
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine 04426
(207) 564.3318
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ORDINANCE

Section I
Definitions: For the purpose of this ordinance, the following terms shall have
the meaning ascribed to them in this section.

)

1)

Administrator. Administrator is the municipal officer who has
final responsibility for administration of the solid waste facility.

2)

Ashes.

3)

Contractor. Contractor s hall mean individual, firm, corporation,
partnership or other entity or their employees who have a current
contract with the Town of Dover-Foxcroft to maintain and operate
the Dover-Foxcroft Landfill and who are present at the landfill.

4)

Department.

5)

Garbage. Garbage means all putrescible animal or vegetable wastes
resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption
of food in any private dwelling house, multiple dwelling, -hot el ,
restaurant, building, or institution.

6)

Hazardous Waste. Hazardous Waste means a substance designated as
hazardous by the Department of Environmental Protection.

7)

Hot Load. Any load s of solid waste that are on fire, smouldering
or are potentially flammable by spontaneous combustion. Hot loads
include wood stove ashes, cigarette tray residue, coa l ash and
clinkers, residue from a fire, etc.

8)

Household Wastes. Hou seho ld waste shall mean mixed r efuse , ashes
and bulk refuse originating in and around private dwellings,
multiple dwellings, fraternity houses, living quarters or dining
facilities located in sc hools, colleges or universities.

9)

Inert Material. Inert material means so lid waste that does not
react with other s ub stance s under ordinary conditions , including
but not limited to concrete, rocks, bricks, plaster, contaminated
fill, building construction wastes, etc.

Ashes shall mean residue of the combustion of solid fuels.

The State Department of Environmental Protection.

)

.

10)

Junk. Junk means old, worn-out, or unserviceable plumbing or
heating supplies, household appliances and furniture, scrap,
scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, rubber debris,
waste and all scrap iron, steel and other scrap ferrous or
nonferrous material or parts thereof.

11)

Landfill, Sanitary. Sanitary landfill means a disposal
facility for solid waste on land designed to protect the environment.

12)

Landscape Refuse. Landscape refuse means leaves, garden
strubble, lawn rakings, weeds and other material that can be
composted and reused as a soil conditioner.

13)

Litter. Litter means any wastes as defined by the Maine State
Litter Law that have collected or scattered in an unplanned
manner in any location other than the area designated for
appropriate handling. For this definition litter may include
manure.

14)

Operator. The Town employee at the Landfill in charge of its
operation and maintenance.

15)

Refuse. Refuse shall mean mixed garbage and rubbish placed and
stored together in a standard refuse container.

16)

Resource Recovery. Resource recovery means the recovery of
materials or substances that still have useful physical or
chemical properties after serving a specific purpose and can
be reused or recycled for the same or other purposes

17)

Rubbish. Rubbish means all cardboard, plastic, metal, or glass
food containers, waste paper, rags, sweepings, small pieces of
wood, excelsior, rubber, leather, and similar waste materials
that ordinarily accumulate around a home, business or industry.
It shall not include garbage, ashes, bulk refuse, dead animals,
hazardous waste, industrial waste, or building waste resulting
from the operations of a contractor.

18)

Salvaging .
Salvaging is the controlled removal of reusable
discarded solid waste.

19)

Septage. Septage means waste, refuse effluent, sludge and any
other materials from septic tanks, cesspools, or any other
similar fa c ility .

20)

Solid Wa s te Fa cilities. Means all facilities owned by the
Town used to collect, transport or dispose solid waste, to
include the s anitary landfills, solid waste equipment , etc.

\

.
21)

Solid Waste Management. Solid waste management means purposeful,
systematic, and unified control of the collection, storage,
transportation, processing, salvaging, and disposal of solid waste.

22)

Solid Wastes. Solid waste means unwanted or discarded solid
material with insufficient liquid content to be free flowing, including by way of example, and not by limitation, rubbish, garbage,
junk, refuse, inert household wastes, material, landscape refuse,
wood wastes, white goods, but shall not include sludge, septage,
hazardous wastes, agricultural or industrial wood byproducts.

23)

Special Wastes. Special wastes include that fraction of solid
wastes and other wastes designated by the Administrator to be
handled, stored or disposed separately. Special wastes include
but are not limited to white goods, tires, inert material, hot
loads, wood wastes, carrion, asbestos, oil, fuels, paints, ash
recyclable materials, etc.

24)

Storage. Storage means the containment of any waste that is not
hazardous for a period of less than one year in such a manner as
not to constitute disposal.

25)

Sludges. Sludges means the concentration of solids resulting
from the treatment of liquid wastes such as sewage, industrial
wastes, commercial wastes, etc.

26)

Tires.
flaps.

27)

Transport. Transport means movement of solid waste from the point
of generation to any intermediate points, and finally to the point
of ultimate storage or disposal.

28)

Vector. Vector means a carrier, usually an insect, bird, or rodent,
that is capable of transmitting a pathogen from one organism to
another or from one place to another.

29)

White Goods. White goods means large appliances, including but not
limited to stoves, refrigerators, freezers, washing machines,
clothes dryers, dishwashers, and air conditioners.

30)

Wood Wastes. Wood waste means dry waste made of wood to include
trees, stumps, brush, slabs, edgings, and pallets.

31)

Person. Person shall mean any individual, firm, corporation,
partnership or association or other entity.

Tires shall include all tires, tubes, and rubber protective
Tire rims are not included under this definition.

SECTION II
Responsibility
The Town of Dover-Foxcroft and its inhabitants assume overall responsibility for Town owned solid waste facilities and proper disposal- of wastes
accepted.
The administrator of this ordinance and overall supervisor of solid waste
facilities is the Town Manager of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
The town is responsible for the day-to-day operation, and maintenance
of solid waste facilities.
It shall be the duty of the Police
enforce this ordinance, and to see that
abated and violators prosecuted, and it
of Police and all policemen to promptly

Department and the operator to strictly
any and all violations are promptly
shall be the special duty of the Chief
summons any violators of this ordinance.

Other responsibilities and duties shall be as outlined in Solid Waste
Facility Operational and Maintenance Manual or as designated by the
administrator.
Section III
Management.
Solid Waste Disposal
All solid waste must be disposed at the Town of Dover-Foxcroft's Solid Waste
Facility unless a permit is obtained to do otherwise as discussed in Section VIII.
No person or persons shall at any time throw or deposit any solid waste
or litter within the limits of any streets, highways, passageways, or over any
bridge, or into the waters or onto the ice of any lake, pond, or river within
the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
Section IV
Solid Waste Transportation
All solid waste transportation witHin the Town of Dover-Foxcroft must be
placed in covered containers securely fastened to the vehicle to prevent spillage
and litter.
Waste deposited along the road to the landfill or at the landfill entrance
gate is prohibited.

Section V
\

Usage of Solid Waste Facilities
Solid waste facilities owned, operated and maintained by the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft shall be for the disposal of solid waste produced within the
boundaries of the Town uf Dover-Foxcroft.
No person shall be permitted to dispose of, at the Dover-Foxcroft Solid
Waste Facility, any solid waste produced outside the Town of Dover-Foxcroft .
uniess such waste is transported from a town that holds a current contract
to use the Town of Dover-Foxcroft's Landfill. In the event such solid waste
may have been unloaded by such a person, such person shall be required to
remove such solid waste immediately or be prepared to pay to the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft $100.00 minimum fine. ONLY USERS SHOWING A VALID PERMIT ISSUED
BY THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE SHALL BE ALLOWED TO USE THE LANDFILL.
Section VI
Operation of Solid Waste Facilities
Solid waste shall be disposed at the solid waste facilities only during
the times designated by the Dover-Foxcroft Board of Selectmen.
Solid waste facilities shall be operated in accordance with the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regulations, the operation and
maintenance manuals or as designated by both the administrator and the
Department.
Discharging of firearms and burning of solid waste, except as allowed
under DEP regulatio ns, at the Town's solid waste facilities is strictly
prohibited.
Section VII
Salvage
All solid waste delivered and deposited for disposal at the Town of
Dover-Foxc roft s o lid waste disposal facilities shall become the property of
the Town of Dover-Foxcroft. No person shall separate, collect, carry off or
dispose of such materials unless authorized in writing by the administrator.
The Dover-Foxcroft Board of Selectmen may contract to dispose of salvage from
time to time .
Section VIII
Solid Waste Separati on
The Town of Dover-Foxcroft's solid waste facilities will dispose o f all
s o lid wa ste and spe cial wastes. Special wastes mu s t be se parated by the user
and dispo se d in are as designated by the administrator. So lid waste shall be
separated into normal household wastes, white goods, tires (without rims),
wood wast e s, inert material, hot loads, recycleable material and other wastes
de s ignat e d f o r separation by the administrator.

\

The operator is authorized to inspect all solid waste before it is
disposed of to ensure proper separation. Users found depositing unseparated
waste at the transfer facility shall be in violation of this ordinance.
Users refusing to allow inspection of their solid waste shall be denied use
of the solid waste'facilities.
in

The following solid waste shall be considered unacceptable for disposal
Town of Dover-Foxcroft's solid waste facilities.

~he

1) All hazardous wastes and substances such as poisions, acids,
caustics, infected materials, oil, explosives, flammable liquids, and wastes
of unknown origins.
2) Unusual quantities of more than 6 cubic yards per week of material
resulting from the construction or wrecking of buildings and structures or
that may result from industrial or agricultural processes. Quantities in
excess of 6 cubic yards per week shall be disposed of by any person by first
o~taining a permit from the administrator.
3) Landscape refuse in addition to six cubic yards per week. Quantities
in excess of 6 cubic yards per week shall be disposed of by any person by
first obtaining a permit from the administrator.
Section IX
Private Disposal Sites
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to dispose of
solid waste at any location within the Town of Dover-Foxcroft other than Townowned solid waste facilities unless a permit is obtained from the Dover-Foxcroft
Board of Selectmen.
Permits will only be issued to persons, firms, or corporations who have
satisfactorily met all Federal, State and Local laws and regulations. Permits
may be revoked by the Dover-Foxcroft Board of Selectmen when deemed necessary
to ensure the general public health and welfare.
Section X
Penalty
Any person or persons, firm or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall upon conviction be fined not less than fifty
dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each offense
and each day's continuance or failure to comply herewith shall constitute a
separate and distinct offense for each of said days and shall be punishable
as such.

Furthermore, any person who violates any provision of this ordinance may
be evicted from the landfill site and future admittance until authorized by
the administrator. Such individual may also be sued for trespass by the
municipality.
Section XI
Severabi lity
Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remainder
of said ordinance shall not be affected thereby.
Section XII
Effective Date, Repeal of Prior Ordinance
The effective date of this ~rdinance shall be the
adoption by affirmative vot·e of the voters of the Town
meeting duly called for that purpose, and the adoption
shall have the effect of · repealing Sections 1 and 2 of
"Bylaws and Ordinances" of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.

day following its
of Dover-Foxcroft at a
of this Ordinance
Article II of the

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWN OF DOVER-FOXCROFT
SOLID WASTE DlSPOSAL ORDINANCE
TO PROVIDE FOR MANDATORY RECYCLING
Section l.

Purpose:

A. It i s hereby declared that recycling is a wi se and p rudent
so lid waste ma nagement techni que tl1at saves tipping fees . saves
11ergy, redu ces polluti on and e nvi ro nmental degradat ion, kee ps
usable manufa c turing material i n the economy, and pr omot es a
developing sense of waste awareness. It is therefore the polic y
of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft to encourage recycling to the maximum extent possible.
0

B. In the light of the foregoing policy, this amendment is
hereby adopted to expand and clarify Section II, Responsibili~y;
Section VIII. Solid Waste System ; and Section X, Penalty of the
Town of Dover - Foxcroft Solid Waste Disposal Ordinar1ce, adopted
March 10, 1986.
Section 2.

Amendment of Section II:

Section II of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft Solid Waste Disposal
Ordinance is hereby amended by adding a new paragraph at the end
thereof, to read as follows:
The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Dover- Foxcroft may,
after public hearing, adopt such other rules and regulations
not inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance to promote
the general purposes of the Ordinance and any amendments
thereto.
Section 3.

Amendment of Section VIII:

Section VIII of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft Solid Waste
Disposal Ordinance is hereby amended to read as follows:
A.

All solid waste shall have the following commodities
separated out and in a readily handleable form, as may be
required by the operator, when brought to the facility:
1.

Glass. All glass, beverage glass, bottles, jars, or
other forms shall be separated and delivered to the
facility and shall be deposited into bins according
to color - green, brown, and clear. All containers
shall be rinsed clean and free of caps, covers, metal,
or plastic.

2.

Aluminum Beverage Cans. All aluminum cans shall be
separated anJ delivered to the facility in an easily
handleable form. All cans shall be rinsed clean.

3.

Newspaper. Color printed will be separated from
black and white and shall be securely bundled in
bundles not to exceed 40 pounds in weight.

4.

Magazines. Not recycled at this time.
in the transfer station.

s.

Computer paper shall be bundled separately the same
as newspapers.

To be placed

6.

Corrugated Cardboard. All cardboard shall be delivered, boxes broken down flat and deposited in the
des ignated area .

7.

Furniture. Shall be disassembled. All metal plates,
arms, supports, levers, etc. shall be removed and
wooden members will be placed with demolition lumber.

e.

Demo lition lumber. Shall be cut in to manageable
le ngths and placed in t he designated area. Lumbe r
shall be free of nails, metal, and shingles.

9.

Mattresses, bedsprings. Shall be disassembled a nd
spr ings removed for separate placement in t he White
Goods area.

10.

s teel, aluminum, copper, br ass. Items s hall be
separated by material type and placed in proper
des ignated area.

11 .

Tires. Shall be placed in the designated ar ea.
shall be remo ved from all tires.

12.

Plastic containers, including, but not limited to,
milk jugs, oil cans, detergent bottles, etc., shall
be washed clean and deposited in the designated area
at the Facility.

13.

Compost. All vegetable matter including lawn , leaf
and garden waste, wet paper, pet litter , and all
similar waste that will decompose to an
organic/inorganic soil mixture shall be deposited i n
the designated area.

Rims

B.

Refr ige rators, stoves, freezers, and other metal items
shall be placed in the area designated for white goods.

c.

Large tree trunks and stumps shall be placed in the area
so designated.

o.

Tree limbs, branches, brush, and clean wood shall be
placed in the burn pile.

E.

Portable radios, televisions, and other electronic equipment shall be placed in the demolition area.

F.

The operator is authorized to inspect all solid waste
before it is disposed of to ensure proper separation.
User s found depositing unseparated waste at the transfer
facility shall be in violation of this ordinance and
shall be penalized or fined as provided in Section x
hereof. Users refusing to allow inspection of their
solid waste shall be denied use of the solid waste
facil.l ties.

G.

The following solid waste shall be considered unacceptable for disposal in the Town of Dover-Foxcroft's solid
waste facilities.
1.

All hazardous wastes and substances such as poisons ,
acids, caustics, infected materials, oil, explosives,
flammable liquids, and wastes of unknown origins.
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2.

Unusual quantities of more than s ix c ubic yard s per
week of material res ulting from the construc tion or
wrecking of buildings and structu r es or that may
result from i ndustrial or agricultural proces ses.
Quantities in excess of six cubic yards per week
shall be disposed of by any person after first
obtaining a permit from the administrator.

3.

Landscape refuse in addition to six cubic yards per
week. Quantities in excess of six cubic yards per
week shall be disposed of by any person after first
obtaining a permit from the administrator.

Section 4.

Amendment of Section X:

Section X of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft Solid Waste Disposal
Ordinance is hereby amended to read as follows:
Section
A.

x.

Penalties and Fines.

The following
fees
shall be assessed by and paid to
the Operator for the benefit of the Town at the time of
drop-off if the solid waste deposited by any person has
not been properly separated according to the provisions
of this Ordinance:

3.

Hore than 3/4 ton

5.00 per trip
20.00 per trip
30.00 per trip

4.

Commercial hauler and
private contractor

50.00 per trip

1.
2.

Passenger vehicle
3/4 ton truck or less

$

B.

Any person or persons, firm or corporation who violates
any of the other provisions of this Ordinance shall upon
conviction be fined not less than Fifty ($50.00) Dollars,
nor more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars for each
offense , and each day's continuance or failure to comply
herewith shall constitute a separate and distinct offense
for each of said days and shall be punishable as such.

c.

In addition to the foregoing, any person who violates any
provision of this ordinance may be evicted from the landfill site and future admittance until authorized by the
administrator . Such person may also be sued for trespass
by the municipality .

Section 5.

Effective Date.

The effective date of this Amendment shall be a date at least
60 days following the opening of the recycling center, pending
which time recycling shall be voluntary. The Board of Selectmen
shall determine the exact effective date consistent with the provisions of this Section.
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Town of Dover-Foxcroft:
Ordinance to Require the Issuance of Special Amusement
Permits
Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to control the issuance of special amusement permits for
music, dancing, or entertainment in facilities licensed by the State of Maine to sell liquor
under 28-A M.R.S.A.§1054.
Definitions.
The following definitions shall apply unless the context indicates another meaning:
ENTERTAINMENT- Any amusement, performance, or exhibition or diversion
for patrons or customers of the licensed premises, whether provided by
professional entertainers or by full-time or part-time employees of the licensed
premises who's incidental duties include activities with an entertainment value.
LICENSEE- The holder of a license issued under the alcoholic beverages statutes
of the State of Maine or any person, individual, partnership, firm, association,
corporation, or other legal entity acting as agent or employees of the holder of
such a license
Permit Required; Admission Charges; Live Entertainment.
No licensee for the sale of liquor to be consumed on his or her licensed premises shall
permit on such licensed premises located in the Town of Dover-Foxcroft any music,
except a radio or mechanical device, and dancing or entertainment of any sort unless the
licensee shall have first obtained a special amusement permit approved by the Town of
Dover-Foxcroft Board of Selectmen.
A. Application Form. Applications for special amusement permits and annual renewals
thereof shall be made in writing on forms provided by the Town Clerk and signed by
the licensee. Each application shall state the name and address of the applicant; the
name, address, and nature of the proposed amusement; whether admission will be
charged under Subsection B and if so, the area so designated and whether the
applicant has ever had a state liquor license or special amusement permit denied or
revoked and if so, an explanation thereof.
B. Admission Charges. The licensee of a licensed hotel, Class A restaurant, Class A
Tavern, or restaurant or malt liquor licensee, as defined in the M.R.S.A. Title 28-A,
who has been issued a special amusement permit may charge admission in designated
areas; provided however, that such area must be so designated in the application and
provided by the Board of Selectmen.

C. Live Entertainment Regulated.
(1) No licensee shall permit entertainment on the licensed premises, whether
provided by professional entertainer(s), employees of the licensed premises, or
any person when the entertainment involves:
(a) The performance of acts or simulated acts of sexual intercourse,
masturbation, sodomy, bestiality, oral copulation, flagellation, or any
sexual acts which are prohibited by law.
(b) The actual or simulated touching, caressing, or fondling on the breasts,
buttocks, anus, or genitals.
(c) The actual or simulated displaying of the genitals, pubic hair,
buttocks, anus, or any portion of the female breasts at or below the
areola area thereof.
(d) The permitting by any licensee of any person to remain in or on the
licensed premises who exposes to any public view any portion of his
or her genitals or anus.
(2) For the purposes of this subsection, the term "displaying” or "expose" shall mean
unclothed or costumed and not covered by a full opaque material.
Permit Fee.
The permit fee shall be the fee established by the Board of Selectmen for special
amusement permits plus the cost of advertising for a public hearing.
Public Hearing.
Prior to granting a new special amusement permit and after review by the Chief of Police,
the Board of Selectmen and other officials as the Board of Selectmen may require shall
hold a public hearing after reasonable notice of the same has been given to the applicant
and has been advertised at the applicants expense in a newspaper of general circulation in
the town at least seven days in advance. At the public hearing, the testimony of any
interested parties shall be heard. Special amusement permit renewals may require a
public hearing as determined by the Board of Selectmen.
Issuance of Permit.
A. After the public hearing, the Board of Selectmen shall grant the special amusement
permit requested unless the issuance of the permit would be detrimental to the public
health, safety, or welfare, or would violate any applicable state law or town
ordinance.
B. Restrictions: In approving such a permit, the Board of Selectmen may impose
reasonable restrictions to protect property owners in the vicinity of the licensed
premises from any nuisance aspects of the proposed amusement, including the
location and size of the premises, the facilities that may be required for the permitted
activities on those premises, the facilities that may be required for the permitted
activities on those premises, and the hours during which the permitted activities will
be amused.

Notice of Decision.
Any licensee requesting a special amusement permit shall be notified in writing of the
Board of Selectmen’s decision no later than 15 days from the date of its decision. In the
event that a licensee is denied a permit or restrictions are imposed upon the permit, the
licensee shall be provided in writing with the reasons for the denial or a list of the
restrictions. A licensee may not reapply for the same permit within 30 days.
Duration of Permit.
A special amusement permit shall be valid only for the license year of the existing liquor
license.
Suspension or Revocation of Permit.
The Board of Selectman may, after a public hearing preceded by notice to interested
parties, suspend or revoke any special amusement permit on the grounds that the music,
dancing, or entertainment so permitted is detrimental to the public health, safety, or
welfare, or violates any applicable state law or town ordinance. If the Board of
Selectmen revoke or suspend a licensee's special amusement permit, he or she shall be
notified in writing within 15 days of the reasons for such action.
Appeals.
A licensee whose request for a special amusement permit has been denied, approved with
restrictions, or revoked or suspended may, within 30 days of such action, appeal the
decision to the Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals may grant or reinstate the permit
only if it finds that the denial, imposition of restrictions or revocation, or suspension was
arbitrary or capricious.
Violation and penalties.
Whoever violates any provision of this article shall be fined not less than $100 not more
than $500 to be recovered on complaint to the use of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft. Each
day that such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.
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SECTION 1 - AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE
Pursuant to the authority vested in Dover-Foxcroft Planning Board and in accordance with the
provisions in Title 30A of the Maine Revised Statutes, Section 4403, is authorized and empowered to
approve subdivisions in the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.

SECTION 2 - TITLE
These regulations shall be known and cited as the Subdivision Regulations of the Town of DoverFoxcroft, Maine.

SECTION 3 - DEFINITIONS
Board means the Planning Board of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
CEO means the Code Enforcement Officer for the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
Conservation Subdivision means a subdivision in which the lot sizes are reduced below those
normally required in the zoning district in which the development is located in return for the provision
of permanent conserved open space.
Density Bonus is an increase in the maximum allowable development on the land in exchange for
helping the Town to achieve public policy goals. Increasing development density may allow for
increases in developed square footage or increases in the number of developed units.
Dwelling unit means any part of a structure which, through sale or lease, is intended for human
habitation, including single-family and multi-family housing, condominiums, apartments and timeshare units.
Easement means an acquired privilege or right of use which one party may have in the land of another.
Engineer means the duly designated registered professional engineer of the subdivider.
Freshwater wetland means freshwater swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas which are:
A. Inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and for a duration sufficient to
support, and which under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence wetland vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soils; and
B. Not considered part of a great pond, coastal wetland, river, stream or brook.
These areas may contain small stream channels or inclusions of land that do not conform to the criteria
of this subsection.
Lot means a parcel of land capable of being occupied by one principal structure and its accessories, or
used for one particular purpose and designated as such on a plat.
Minor Subdivision means a subdivision of four lots or less with no roads or other major improvements
and not located within 100’ of a lake, pond, or river.
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Major Subdivision means all other subdivisions.
Plat means a map, plan, drawing, or chart on which a subdivision of land is shown. Final Plat means
the final map plan, drawing or chart on which the subdivider’s plan or subdivision is presented to the
Board for approval and which, if approved will be submitted to the Registry of Deeds of Piscataquis
County for recording.
Principal Structure means any building or structure in which the main use of the premises takes place.
Right of Way shall mean a strip of land used or intended to be used for a street, cross walk, water main,
sanitary or storm sewer main, or for other special use including public use. The usage of the term
“right of way” for land platting purposes in these regulations shall mean that every right-of-way
hereafter established and shown on a record plat is to be separate and distinct from the lots and parcels
adjoining such right of way, and not to be included within the dimensions or areas of such other lots or
parcels.
Selectmen means the Selectmen of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
Setback means the distance between a legal boundary (right of way, lot line, or property line) and any
part of the building.
Street relates to and includes street, avenue, boulevard, road, alley, highway or other way, including all
the land between the sidelines of the layout or conveyance of dedication therefore, but shall not include
driveways serving not more than two adjacent lots.
Subdivider means the registered owner(s) or the authorized agent of the registered owner(s) of a
subdivision.
Subdivision means the division of a tract or parcel of land into three (3) or more lots within any fiveyear period, which begins on or after September 23, 1971. This definition applies whether the division
is accomplished by sale, lease, developments, buildings, or otherwise. The term “subdivision” also
includes the division of a new structure or structures on a tract or parcel of land into three (3) or more
dwelling units within a five-year period, the construction or placement of three (3) or more dwelling
units on a single tract or parcel of land and the division of an existing structure or structures previously
used for commercial or industrial use into three or more dwelling units within a five-year period.
A. In determining whether a tract or parcel of land is divided into three of more lots, the first
dividing of the tract or parcel is considered to create the first two lots and the next dividing of
either of these first two lots, by whomever accomplished, is considered to create a third lot,
unless:
(1) Both divisions are accomplished by a subdivider who has retained one of the lots for the
subdivider’s own use as a single family residence, that has been the subdivider’s principal
residence for a period of at least five years immediately preceding the 2nd division; or
(2) The division of the tract or parcel is otherwise exempt under this subchapter.
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B. The dividing of a tract or parcel of land and the lot or lots so made, which dividing or lots when
made are not subject to this subchapter, do not become subject to this subchapter by the
subsequent dividing of that tract or parcel of land or any portion of that tract or parcel. The
municipal reviewing authority shall consider the existence of the previously created lot or lots
in reviewing a proposed subdivision created by a subsequent dividing.
C. A lot of 40 or more acres shall be counted as a lot solely for the purpose of determining whether
a subdivision is created. Subdivision submission requirements shall not apply to a residual lot
of 40 or more acres.
D-1. A division accomplished by devise does not create a lot or lots for the purposes of this
definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the objectives of this subchapter.
D-2. A division accomplished by condemnation does not create a lot or lots for the purposes of this
definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the objectives of this subchapter.
D-3. A division accomplished by order of court does not create a lot or lots for the purposes of this
definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the objectives of this subchapter.
D-4. A division accomplished by gift to a person related to the donor of an interest in property held
by the donor for a continuous period of 5 years prior to the division by gift does not create a lot
of lots for the purposes of this definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the
objectives of this subchapter. If the real estate exempt under this paragraph is transferred within
5 years to another person not related to the donor of the exempt real estate as provided in this
paragraph, then the previously exempt division creates a lot or lots for the purposes of this
subsection. “Person related to the donor,” means a spouse, parent, grandparent, brother, sister,
child or grandchild related by blood, marriage or adoption. A gift under this paragraph can not
be given for consideration that is more than half the assessed value of the real estate.
D-5. A division accomplished by a gift to a municipality if that municipality accepts the gift does
not create a lot or lots for the purposes of this definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to
avoid the objectives of this subchapter.
D-6. A division accomplished by the transfer of any interest in land to the owners of land abutting
that land that does not create a separate lot does not create a lot or lots for the purposes of this
definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the objectives of this subchapter. If
the real estate exempt under this paragraph is transferred within 5 years to another person
without all of the merged land, then the previously exempt division creates a lot or lots for the
purposes of this subsection.
E. The division of a tract or parcel of land into 3 or more lots and upon each of which lots
permanent dwelling structures legally existed before September 23, 1971 is not a subdivision.
F. In determining the number of dwelling units in a structure the provisions of this subsection
regarding the determination of the number of lots apply, including exemptions from the
definition of a subdivision of land.
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G. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, leased dwelling units are not subject to
subdivision review if the municipal reviewing authority has determined that the units are
otherwise subject to municipal review at least as stringent as that required under this
subchapter.
H. This subchapter may not be construed to prevent a municipality from enacting an ordinance
under its home rule authority that:
1. Expands the definition of “subdivision” to include the division of a structure for
commercial or industrial use; or
2. Otherwise regulates land use activities.
A municipality may not enact an ordinance that expands the definition of a subdivision except
as provided in this subchapter. A municipality that has a definition of “subdivision” that
conflicts with the requirements of this subsection at the time this paragraph takes effect shall
comply with this subsection no later than January 1, 2006. Such a municipality must file its
conflicting definition at the county registry of deeds by June 30, 2003 for the definition to
remain valid for the grace period ending January 1, 2006. A filing required under this
paragraph is not a recording in the books of records at the registry of deeds; it is a posting for
public availability as tax maps are held and made available for public inspection.
I. The grant of a bona fide security interest in an entire lot that has been exempted from the
definition of subdivision under paragraphs D-1 to D-6, or subsequent transfer of that entire lot
by the original holder of the security interest or that person’s successor in interest, does not
create a lot for the purposes of this definition, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the
objectives of this subchapter.
Tract or Parcel of Land means all contiguous land in the same ownership, provided that lands located
on opposite sides of a public or private road are considered each a separate tract or parcel of land
unless the road was established by the owner of land on both sides of the road.
Outstanding River Segments is in accordance with Title 12, Section 402, “outstanding river segments”
in Dover-Foxcroft means the Piscataquis River from the Penobscot River to the Monson and the
Blanchard Plantation town line.
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SECTION 4 - ADMINISTRATION
4.1 Reviewing Authority.
All requests for subdivision approval shall be reviewed by the municipal planning board. On all
matters concerning subdivision review, the Planning Board shall maintain a permanent record of all its
meeting, proceedings and correspondence.
4.2 Joint Meetings.
If any portion of a subdivision crosses municipal boundaries, the reviewing authorities from each
municipality shall meet jointly to discuss the application.
4.3 Regulations.
The Planning Board may, after a public hearing, adopt additional reasonable regulations governing
subdivisions which shall control until amended, repealed or replaced by regulations adopted by the
municipal legislative body. The Planning Board shall give at least seven (7) days notice of such a
hearing. The Board shall transmit any changes to the Piscataquis County Registry of Deeds.
The Dover-Foxcroft Subdivision Regulations provide for a multi-stage review procedure consisting of
the following three stages:
1. Sketch plan;
2. Preliminary plan;
3. Final plan
Each stage must meet the time requirements of Subsection 4.4 and 4.5.
4.4 Procedure.
The CEO shall prepare a written agenda for each regularly scheduled meeting. The agenda shall be
prepared at least one week in advance of the meeting, distributed to the Board members and any
applicants appearing on the agenda. Applicants shall request to be placed on the Board’s agenda at
least ten (10) days in advance of a regularly scheduled meeting by contacting the Code Enforcement
Officer. Applicants who are not on the Board’s agenda may be heard but only after all agenda items
have been completed and then only if a majority of the Board so votes. However, the Board shall take
no action on any application not appearing on the Board’s written agenda.
4.5 Subdivision Review Fee.
All applications for subdivision review shall be accompanied with the appropriate fee as determined
from the fee schedule adopted by the Board of Selectmen on July 17, 1989 as amended.
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SECTION 5 - PREAPPLICATION PROCEDURE AND SUBMISSIONS AND ON
SITE INSPECTION
5.1 Purpose.
The purpose of the pre-application and the on-site inspection is for the applicant to present general
information regarding the proposed subdivision to the Board and receive the Board’s comments prior
to the expenditure of substantial sums of money.
5.2 Applicant Presentation and Submission of Sketch Plans.
The pre-application sketch plan shall show, in simple sketch form, the proposed layout of streets, lots,
building, and other features in relation to existing conditions. The sketch plan, which may be a freehand penciled sketch, should be supplemented with general conditions of the site and the proposed
development. It is recommended that the sketch plan be superimposed on or accompanied by a copy of
the assessor’s map(s) on which the land is located. The sketch plan shall be accompanied by a copy of
a portion of the U.S.G.S. topographic map of the area showing the outline of the proposed subdivision.
5.3 Question and Answer Period.
The Board makes suggestions to be incorporated by the applicant into subsequent submissions.
5.4 Contour Interval and On-site Inspection.
Within thirty days, the Board shall determine and inform the applicant in writing of the required
contour interval of the Preliminary Plan and hold an on-site inspection of the property. The applicant
shall place “flagging” at the centerline of any proposed streets, and at the approximate intersection of
the street centerlines and lot corners, prior to the on-site inspection.
5.5 Rights Not Vested.
The submittal or review of the pre-application sketch p[plan shall not be considered the initiation of the
review process for the purpose of bringing the plan under the protection of Title 1, M.R.S.A., Section
302.
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SECTION 6 - PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR SUBDIVISIONS
6.1 Procedure
A. Upon receipt of an application for Preliminary Plan approval of a subdivision, the CEO shall:
1. Issue a dated receipt to the applicant,
2. Notify in writing all owners of abutting property that an application for subdivision
approval has been submitted, specifying the location of the proposed subdivision and
including a general description of the project.
3. Notify the clerk and review authority of the neighboring municipalities if any portion of
the subdivision includes or crosses the municipal boundary.
B. The applicant or his duly authorized representative shall attend the meeting of the Board to
present the Preliminary Plan application.
C. Within 30 days after receiving the Preliminary Plan application, the Planning Board shall notify
the applicant in writing either that the application is complete, or, if the application is
incomplete, the specific additional material needed to complete the application.
D. Upon determination that a complete application has been submitted for review, the Board shall
issue a dated receipt to the subdivider. The Board shall determine whether to hold a public
hearing on the preliminary Plan application.
E. If the Planning Board decides to hold a public hearing, it shall hold the hearing within 30 days
after determining it has received a complete application. The Planning Board shall have notice
of the date, time, and place of hearing: given to the applicant and published at least twice in a
newspaper having general circulation in the municipality in which the subdivision is proposed
to be located. The date of the first publication must be a least 7 days before the hearing.
F. Within 30 days of a public hearing or, if no hearing is held, within 60 days of determining it
has received a complete application or within any other time limit that is mutually agreed to, the
Planning Board shall make finding of fact on the application, and approve, approve with
conditions, or deny the preliminary plan application. The Board shall specify in writing its
finding of facts and reasons for any conditions or denial.
6.2 Submissions
The preliminary plan application shall consist of the following items:
A. Preliminary Plan - 8 copies of the preliminary plan shall be submitted. The preliminary plan
shall be drawn to scale no smaller the 1”=100’.
B. Results of Test Pits/Approval from Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plant - When
sewage disposal is accomplished by subsurface wastewater disposal systems, test pit analyses
conducted by a licensed site evaluator or certified soil scientist shall be provided.
When sewage disposal is to be accomplished by connection to a public sewer, a letter from the
Wastewater Superintendent stating the public sewer system has the capacity to collect and treat
the wastewater shall be provided.
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C. Proof of Adequate Water Supply - When water is supplied by the public water supply, a written
statement from the Dover-Foxcroft Water District Superintendent shall be submitted indicating
there is adequate supply and pressure for the subdivision.
D. Names and addresses of abutting property owners of the proposed subdivision.
E. Verification of right title or interest in the property.
6.3 Preliminary Plan.
The preliminary plan shall include the following information: The Planning Board may require
additional information to be submitted, where it finds necessary in order to determine whether the
criteria of Title 30A M.R.S.A. 4404 are met.
For subdivision developments within Land Use Districts RES, RR1 and RR2, a Conservation
Development Option preliminary plan should be submitted alongside a traditional sub-division. See
Section 9.6 for applicable standards.
A. Proposed subdivision name, name and address of owner of record, name of subdivider and
person making layout, date, north point, scale, current zoning of property, total acreage of
proposed subdivision (including roads) and tax assessor’s map and lot number of property.
B.

Names of owners of record of abutting properties, abutting subdivision names, streets,
easements, parks and public open spaces, and similar facts regarding abutting property.

C. Location of property lines and their approximate dimensions, existing easements, buildings,
water courses, ponds or standing water, rock ledges wetlands, and other essential features.
D.

Existing water lines, sewer lines, culverts, storm drains and proposed connections or
alternative means of providing water supply and disposal of sewage and surface drainage.
Location of each test pit site and water well.

E. For subdivisions not served by a public sewer, an assessment of the impacts of the subdivision
on ground water quality shall be submitted prior to final approval of the park. The assessment
shall be prepared by a Certified Geologist or Registered Professional Engineer, and shall
include the following:
1. Application:
a)
b)
c)
d)

A map showing the basic soil types.
The depth to the water table at representative points throughout the subdivision.
Drainage conditions throughout the subdivision.
Data on the existing ground water quality, either from test wells in the subdivision or
from existing wells on neighboring properties.
e) An analysis and evaluation of the effect of the subdivision on ground water resources.
The evaluation shall at a minimum, include a projection of post development nitratenitrogen concentrations at any wells within the subdivision, at the subdivision
boundaries and at a distance of 1000 feet from potential contamination sources,
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whichever is a shorter distance. For subdivisions within the watershed of a lake,
projections of the development’s impact on ground water phosphate concentrations shall
also be provided.
f) A map showing the location of any subsurface wastewater disposal systems and
drinking water wells within the subdivision and within 200 feet of the subdivision
boundaries.
2. Standards:
a) Projections of ground water quality shall be based on the assumption of drought
conditions (assuming 60% of annual average precipitation).
b) No subdivision shall increase any contaminant concentrations in the ground water to
more than one half of the Primary Drinking Water Standards. No subdivision shall
increase any contaminant concentration in the ground water to more than the Secondary
Drinking Water Standards
c) If ground water contains contaminants in excess of the primary standards and the
subdivision is to be served by on-site ground water supplies, the applicant shall
demonstrate how water quality will be improved or treated.
d) If ground water contains contaminants in excess of the secondary standards, the mobile
home park shall not cause the concentration of the parameters in question to exceed
150% of the ambient concentration.
3. Development – Subsurface wastewater disposal systems and drinking water wells shall be
constructed as shown on the map submitted with the assessment. If construction standards
for drinking water wells are recommended in the assessment, those standards shall be
included as a note on the Plan.
F. Location, name and widths of existing and proposed streets and highways with estimated sight
distances shown at intersections, proposed typical cross sections of roads, and the elevations of
sufficient points of the road to indicate the general topography.
G. Where the topography is such as to make difficult the inclusion of any public facilities within
the public area so laid out, the preliminary layout shall show the boundaries of proposed
permanent easements over and under private property.
H. Proposed lots, approximate size of each lot, total acreage of subdivision, and building setback
lines.
I. Location of all parcels of land proposed to be dedicated to public use and the conditions of such
dedication and a copy of such private deed restrictions as are intended to cover part or the
entire tract.
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J. Buffer Areas –
1) A 50 foot wide buffer strip shall be provided along all property boundaries to:
a. Abut residential land which has a gross density of less than half of that proposed in
the subdivision, or
b. Abut residential land that is within a land use district with a density of less than half
of that proposed in the subdivision.
Further, no structures, streets or utilities may be placed in the buffer strip except that they may
cross a buffer strip to provide services to the subdivision.
2) Within 25 feet of any property line and within the buffer strip, visual screening and/or
landscaping shall be provided. The visual screening may consist of fences, berms,
landscaping (such as shrubs and trees) and/or natural existing vegetation. This screening
shall effectively screen at least 80% of the homes from view the adjacent property and
shall be maintained throughout the life of the project.
K. Open Space – For subdivisions served by a public sewer, an area amounting to no more than
10% of the total area devoted to individual lots shall be set aside for open space and/or
recreation. Such space shall be accessible and useable by all residents of the subdivision.
Parking space, driveways and streets and buffer areas are not considered useable open space
but community recreation buildings, pools and courts are considered as open space.
x

At least 50% of the required open space shall consist of land that is suitable for active
recreation or storage.

x

All developed open space shall be designed and landscaped for the use and enjoyment
of the subdivision residents and shall be maintained for their long term use. Plans for
these areas shall be submitted by the developer.

x

To the maximum extent possible, undeveloped open space shall be left in its natural
state. Improvements to make trails for walking and jogging or to make picnic areas are
permitted.

x

The developer shall submit, as part of his/her application, a copy of that portion of the
proposed subdivision rules and a plan which specify how the open space is to be used
and maintained and what conditions are to apply to its use. The plan shall specify the
areas to be dedicated to open space, recreation, and storage.

x

Open space shall be maintained and used for its stated purpose.

L. Storm Drainage – A Storm drainage plan shall be prepared by a professional engineer showing
ditching, culverts, storm drains, easements, and other proposed improvements sufficient to
accommodate a 25-year storm.
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M. Road Standards - Privately owned roads within the subdivision shall be built according to
accepted engineering standards and standards contained in Section 9.2 of this Ordinance.
-

The layout and general development plan for major and minor access streets and
driveways within the subdivision together with the location and dimensions of access
junctions with existing public streets and rights-of-way shall be approved by the Planning
Board.

-

A traffic impact analysis shall be required if the subdivision will generate more than 500
trips/day.
For subdivisions expected to generate 200 trips per day or more, there shall be at least two
entrances from public streets or roads.

-

On street parking shall be prohibited unless an eight foot parking lane is provided, in
which case on-street parking may be permitted on the side of the road where the parking
land is located.

-

Curvilinear streets shall be utilized wherever possible. No Street within the subdivision
shall be more than 200 feet without a curve or bend.

-

No subdivision lot may have vehicular access directly onto a state highway.

-

Two-way park roads shall have a minimum right-of-way of 23 feet and a minimum paved
surface of 20 feet. On-street parking shall be prohibited.

-

One-way streets shall have a minimum right-of-way of 18 feet and a minimum paved
surface of 14 feet. On-street parking shall be prohibited.

-

Parking lanes shall be a minimum of 8 feet in width, if provided.

-

Cul-de-sac turnarounds shall have a minimum radius of 50 feet at the outer edge of the
pavement, exclusive of any parking areas.

-

If the developer intends to dedicate subdivision streets to the public, such streets shall
meet municipal road standards.

N. Location and size of any bridges or culverts which may be required.
O. Topography and contour interval determined at pre-application meeting.
P. If any portion of the subdivision is within the 100 year floodplain, the boundaries of the 100
year floodplain and the 100 year flood elevation shall be shown on the plan.
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SECTION 7 - FINAL PLAN FOR SUBDIVISIONS
7.1 Procedure.
A. Upon receiving an application for final plan approval, the CEO shall issue a dated receipt to the
applicant.
B. The subdivider or his duly authorized representative shall attend the meeting of the Board to
discuss the final plan.
C. Within 30 days after receiving the final plan application the Planning Board shall notify the
applicant in writing either that the application is complete or, if the application is incomplete, the
specific additional material needed to complete the application.
D. Upon determination that a complete application has been submitted for review, the Board shall
issue a dated receipt to the subdivider. The Board shall determine whether to hold a public
hearing on the final plan application.
E. If the Board decides to hold a public hearing, it shall hold the hearing within 30 days of
determining it has received a complete application. The Board shall have notice of the date, time,
and place of hearing given to the application and published at least two times in a newspaper
having circulation in the municipality in which the subdivision is proposed to be located. The
date of the first publication must be at least seven days before the meeting.
F. Within 30 days of a public hearing or, if no hearing is held, within 60 days of determining it has
received a complete application or within any other time limit that is otherwise mutually agreed
to, the Board shall make findings of fact, and conclusions relative to the criteria for approval
contained in Title 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 4404 and the standards of these regulations. If the
Board finds that all the criteria of the statute and the standards of these regulations have been met,
they shall approve the final plan. If the Board finds that any of the criteria of the statute or the
standards of these regulations have not been met, the Board shall either deny the application or
approve the application with conditions to ensure all of the standards will be met by the
subdivision. The reasons for any conditions shall be stated in the records of the Board.
G. Monumentation shall be in accordance with standards for category I, Condition 3, Standard
Boundary Surveys set forth by the Board of Registration for Land Surveyors; Monuments shall be
installed prior to approval of the final plan.
7.2 Final Plan Submissions
The final plan application shall consist of the following items:
A. Final Plan - 8 copies of the final plan and one reproducible copy of the final plan with a scale no
smaller then 1”=100’ shall be submitted for planning board review and recording in the Piscataquis
County Registry of Deeds.
B. Typical road cross section - a scaled drawing which shows: the width of the traveled way,
shoulders, and rights-of-way; the depth of the road base, sub-base and pavement; and the slope of
the roadway.
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C. Road Profile - A scaled drawing which shows the existing and proposed elevation of the centerline
of the proposed roads. Any significant features, such as culverts for bridges and utilities shall be
shown.
D. Cross section of road at culverts - A scaled drawing showing the road width, depth of base, subbase, and pavement in relation to the culvert.
E. Utility Plan (If public water or sewer is used) - Utility plan should show sewer lines, water lines,
storm drains, electric lines, fire hydrants and other significant utilities. The sizes, slope and type of
sewer line, water line and storm drains shall be shown on the plan. Manholes and catch basins
shall be shown on the plan with relevant invert elevations.
7.3 Final Plan.
The final plan shall include the following information:
A. The proposed subdivision name or identifying title, the name of record and subdivider, the name
and seal of the surveyor, date, scale and north arrow.
B. Street lines, setback lines, pedestrian ways, lot lines, lot size, reservations, easements and areas to
be dedicated to public use and areas the title to which is reserved by the developer, deed restrictions
and covenants. The plan shall contain sufficient data to allow the location of every street line, lot
line, and boundary line to be readily determined and reproduced upon the ground.
C. Certification by a professional land surveyor that the subdivision survey shall conform to the
“Standard Boundary Survey, Category 1, Condition 3” as defined by the State Board of
Registration for Land Surveyors.
D. Where roads are to remain privately owned, the following words shall appear on the final plan:
“All roads shall remain private roads to be maintained by the developer or the lot owners. In
addition, if a subdivision includes a seasonal road, then all such roads shall be plainly labeled
“Seasonal Road”.
E. If a subdivision is located on a town road which is currently discontinued to winter maintenance,
then such road shall be labeled on the final plan “Discontinued to Winter Maintenance”.
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SECTION 8 - REVIEW CRITERIA
The Planning Board shall consider the following criteria before granting approval of the final
subdivision plan and shall determine that the proposed subdivision:
A. Will not result in undue water or air pollution. In making this determination it shall at least
consider: the land elevations of land above sea level and its relation to the flood plains; the nature
of soil and subsoil and their ability to adequately support waste disposal; the slope of the land and
its effect on effluents; availability of streams for disposal of effluents; and the applicable state and
local health and water resources regulations;
B. Has sufficient water available for the reasonable foreseeable needs of the subdivision;
C. Will not cause an unreasonable burden on an exiting municipal water supply, if one is to be utilized;
D. Will not cause unreasonable soil erosion or reduction in the capacity of land to hold water so that a
dangerous or unhealthy condition may result;
E. Will not cause unreasonable highway or public road congestion or unsafe conditions with respect to
use of the highways or public roads existing or proposed;
F. Will provide for adequate solid and sewage waste disposal;
G. Will not cause an unreasonable burden on the ability of a municipality to dispose of solid waste and
sewage if municipal services are to be utilized;
H. Will not place an unreasonable burden on the ability of the local governments to provide municipal
or governmental services;
I. Will not place an undue adverse effect on the scenic or natural beauty of the area, aesthetic, historic
sites, significant wildlife habitat identified b the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or
municipality, or rare and irreplaceable natural areas;
J. The subdivider has adequate financial and technical capacity to meet the above stated standards and
construction standards;
K. The subdivision plan shall conform with the town’s comprehensive plan, and any other pertinent
town or state laws or regulations;
L. Whenever situated in whole, or in part, within 250 feet of any wetland, pond, lake, or river, will not
adversely affect the quality of that body of water or unreasonable affect the shoreline of that body
of water.
Furthermore, when lots in a subdivision have frontage on an outstanding river segment (Piscataquis
River) the proposed subdivision plan shall require principal structures to have a combined lot shore
frontage and setback from the normal high-water mark of 500 feet. To avoid circumventing the
intent of this provision, whenever a proposed subdivision adjoins a shoreland strip narrower than
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250 feet which it not lotted, the proposed subdivision shall be reviewed as if lot lines extended to
the shore. These frontage and set back provisions shall not apply either within areas zoned as
general development or within areas designated by ordinance as densely developed. The
determination of which areas are densely developed shall be based on a finding that, as of
September 23, 1983, existing development within an area of 10 or more acres contains at least one
principal structure per two acres.
M. The proposed subdivision will not alone or in conjunction with existing activities, adversely affect
the quality or quantity of groundwater.
N. Based on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps, and
information presented by the applicant whether the subdivision is in a flood-prone area. If the
subdivision, or any part of it, is in such an area, the subdivider shall determine the 100 year flood
elevation and flood hazard boundaries within the subdivision. The proposed subdivision plan must
include a condition of plan approval requiring that principal structures in the subdivision will be
constructed with their lowest floor, including the basement, at least one foot above the 100 year
flood elevation;
O. Freshwater Wetlands. All freshwater wetlands within the proposed subdivision have been identified
on any maps submitted as part of the application, regardless of the size of these wetlands.
P. River, stream, or brook. Any river, stream, or brook within or abutting the proposed subdivision
has been identified on any maps submitted as part of the application. For purposes of this section,
“river, stream, or brook” has the same meaning as in Title 38, section 480-B, subsection 9; and
Q. Stormwater - The proposed subdivision will provide for adequate storm water management.
R. The long term cumulative effects of the proposed subdivision will not unreasonably increase a great
pond’s phosphorous concentration during the construction phase and life of the proposed
subdivision.
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SECTION 9 - DESIGN STANDARDS
9.1 Water Systems
Each water system shall be at least 100 feet from any portion of a septic tank or drainage field on its
own or adjoining lots.
9.2 Roads
A. Design guidelines for roads.
Any new roads to be constructed within a subdivision shall adhere to the minimum standards as
detailed in the table below:
Road
Classification
Right of way width
Traveled way
Shoulder width
Minimum grade
Maximum grade
Roadway crown
Maximum grade
within 75’ of
intersection
Dead-end streets:
Max. length
Radii at turn around:
property line (min)
pavement (min)
Sidewalk width
(if required)
Aggregate sub-base*
Crushed aggregate base**
Hot bituminous pavement
Horizontal curve
radius minimum

Industrial /
Arterial Collector Local Commercial Seasonal
80’
44’
9’
0.5%
5.0%
1/4”/ft

66’
20’
4’
0.5%
10%
1/4”/ft

50’
18’
2’
0.5%
10%
1/4”/ft

80’
44’
9’
0.5%
5.0%
1/4”/ft

50’
16’
2’
0.5%
5.0%
1/4”/ft

2%

3%

3%

2%

3%

-----

-----

-----

1000’

-----

---------

----------

60’
42’

70’
44’

----------

5’
18”
6”
3”

5’
12”
6”
2.5”

5’
12”
6”
2”**

5’
18”
6”
3”

---12”
-------

150’

150’

150’

150’

150’

* Dimensions indicate thickness after compaction
** Pavement only required in urban areas
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9.3 Sight Distance
The minimum allowable sight distances for all accesses onto all roads located outside urban compact
areas are set forth below.
Posted Speed
(MPH)
20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
60

Sight Distance
(Feet)
155
200
250
305
360
425
495
570
645

B. Definitions
1. Arterial Roads - means high volume roadways which provide linkage between major cities
and towns and developed areas, capable of attracting travel over long distances
2. Collector Roads - means routes that gather traffic from local and private roads and deliver it to
the arterial system.
3. Local Roads – are characterized by many points of direct access to adjacent properties and
have a relatively minor role in accommodating mobility.
4. Industrial/Commercial Roads - means roads primarily for access to abutting industrial and
commercial properties.
5. Seasonal Roads - means roads maintained only during the summer season and used for
vehicular traffic only after the frost is out in the spring and until snow is on the ground in the fall.
These roads provide access to recreational properties such as lakeside camps. The required
construction standards are not intended to meet the quality of construction necessary for town
acceptance or year-round maintenance.
C. The arrangement of streets in the subdivision shall provide for continuation of the principal streets
in adjoining subdivisions, or for their proper projection when adjoining property is not subdivided
and shall be of a width at least as great as that of such existing connecting streets, but in no case
less than that required under this section.
D. Intersecting property lines at street intersections shall be joined by a curve of at least a twenty-foot
radius.
E. Streets should be laid out to intersect as nearly as possible at right angles. No streets shall intersect
another with an angle of less than sixty degrees. Streets entering opposite sides of another street
shall be laid out either directly opposite one another or with a minimum offset of one hundred fifty
feet between their center line.
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F. Streets which join or are in alignment with streets of abutting or neighboring properties shall bear
the same name. Names of new streets shall not duplicate, nor bear phonetic resemblance to the
names of existing streets within the town.
9.4 Utilities.
All utilities are to be placed underground where practicable and possible (at discretion of the Planning
Board). Utility boxes must be located out of the road right of way and at least 33’ from the center line
of the road.
9.5 Drainage.
All proposed drainage facilities and culverts shall be designed to accommodate a 10 year - 24 hour
event. Natural water courses shall be cleaned and increased in size where necessary to take care of the
storm water runoff. When estimated storm water runoff amounts are not available, drainage ditches at
least three feet in width and sixteen inches in depth at their midpoint below center line grade shall be
constructed in the right-of-way adjacent to both of the roadway shoulders. Grades, slopes and culverts
shall be installed to avoid standing water in the ditch line. In any road classification, cross-over
culverts under the roadway shall be a minimum of 15” in diameter and made of galvanized steel.
Drainage easements from abutting property owners may be required by the Planning Board if the
natural drainage is altered on abutting property.
9.6 Lot Configuration.
The minimum width of a lot abutting any street shall be 30% of the depth of the lot (depth meaning the
average horizontal distance between front and rear lines).
9.7 Conservation Development Subdivisions
It is the policy of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft to encourage the use of Conservation Development
subdivisions in order to preserve a sense of space, provide for sustainable agriculture and forestry as
well as recreational land, and harmonize new development with the traditional open, wooded,
agricultural, rural and village landscapes of the Town.
Notwithstanding provisions of the Land Use ordinance relating to dimensional requirements, the
Planning Board, in reviewing and approving proposed residential subdivisions in the Residential
(RES), Rural Residential One (RR1) and Rural Residential Two (RR2) land use districts, may modify
the provisions related to dimensional requirements to permit flexibility in approaches to housing and
environmental design. (This shall not be construed as granting variances to relieve hardship.)
Any proposed subdivision developments located in the RES, RR1 or RR2 Land Use districts require a
Conservation Development option to be included in the preliminary plan. The plan should be drafted
according to the following standards:
Basic Standards for Conservation Development Subdivisions
1. Submissions for an conservation subdivision shall include, as appropriate unless any of the same is
waived, all plans and materials required for a conventional subdivision (Section 6.2 and 6.3).
2. The Planning Board shall allow lots within conservation developments to be reduced in lot area,
street frontage and lot width below the minimum normally required by this ordinance in return for
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provision of conserved open space, as long as the maximum number of dwelling units is not exceeded,
according to the calculations below.
The number of permitted dwelling units on a site can be calculated in the following manner:
x

Determine the net residential acreage by taking the total area of the parcel and subtracting, in
order, the following:
a. 15% of the area of the parcel to account for roads and parking.
b. Portions of the lot which are unsuitable for development in their natural state due to
topographical, drainage or subsoil conditions such as, but not limited to:
i. Slopes greater than 15%.
ii. Wetland soils.
iii. Portions of the lot subject to rights of way.
iv. Portions of the lot located in the resource protection zone.
v. Portions of the lot covered by surface waters.
vi. Portions of the lot utilized for storm water management facilities.

x

Divide the net residential acreage by the minimum lot size in the district.

Residential density shall be no greater than is permitted in the district in which the development is
proposed.
9.8 Density Bonus is allowed when the Planning Board determines that it is warranted. The number of
permitted dwelling units on a site can be increased by anywhere up to 25% of the number calculated in
the manner above. (Results should be rounded up to the nearest whole number.)
A density bonus may be awarded for any reason that helps achieve the goals of the Town’s
Comprehensive Plan or other such benefits permitted by the Planning Board. These include but are not
limited to:
x Public access to usable open space provided by the developer such as, but not limited to,
public access to trails, recreation areas or water bodies.
x Preservation of historic structures
x Preservation of sensitive and/or unique environmental areas that may not be covered by
existing regulations or protections
x Provision of Public Lighting
x Provision of extra buffering considerations beyond the basic standards of this ordinance
x Preservation of scenic vistas and landscape
x Connection to existing sewer and water systems
3.) The total area of conserved open space within the development shall equal or exceed the sum of the
areas by which any building lots are reduced below the minimum lot area normally required by the land
use ordinance. However, at least fifty percent (50%) of the area of the entire parcel or tract shall be
included as conserved open space. Conserved open space shall not include road rights of way, streets,
drives, or parking.
4.) Shore frontage and shore setback requirements shall not be reduced below the minimum shore
frontage or shore setback required in the land use district.
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5.) Distances between residential structures in multi-family open space subdivisions shall be a
minimum of the height of the tallest structure.
6.) A reduction of required setback distances may be allowed at the discretion of the Board, provided
that the front, side and rear setbacks shall be no less than twenty-five (25) feet or that required for the
applicable land use district, whichever shall be less.
7.) All conserved open space land, facilities and property shall be owned by:
a. The owners of the lots or dwelling units by means of a lot owners' association;
b. An association which has as its principal purpose the conservation or preservation of
land in essentially its natural condition; or
c. The municipality.
8.) Further subdivision of the conserved land or open space and its use for other than non-commercial
recreation, agriculture, or conservation purposes, except for easements for underground utilities, shall
be prohibited. Structures and buildings accessory to non-commercial recreational or conservation uses
may be erected on the common land. When open space is to be owned by an entity other than the
municipality, there shall be a conservation easement deeded to the municipality prohibiting future
development.
9.) The common land or open space shall be shown on the final plan with appropriate notations on the
plan to indicate:
a. It shall not be used for future building lots; and
b. Which portions of the open space, if any, may be dedicated for acceptance by the
municipality.
10.) On all parcels, the conserved open space uses shall be appropriate to the site.
a. On parcels that contain significant portions of land suited to agricultural production, open
space shall be conserved for agriculture or other consistent open space uses such as forestry,
recreation (active or passive), and resource conservation.
b. When the principal purposes of conserving portions of the open space is the protection of
natural resources such as wetlands, aquifers, wildlife and plant habitats, and stream corridors,
open space uses in those portions may be limited to those which are no more intensive than
passive recreation.
c. Open space areas, shall be contiguous, where possible, to allow linking of open space areas
throughout the Town.
d. The Planning Board may limit the use of any open space at the time of final plan approval
where the Board deems it necessary to protect adjacent properties or uses, or to protect
sensitive natural features or resources. A proposed change in use of open space land, other
than that specified at the time of plan approval, shall be reviewed by the Planning Board as an
amendment to the approved plan.
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SECTION 10 - VARIANCES
Where strict conformity with these regulations would cause undue hardship or injustice to the
subdivider, a subdivision plan substantially in conformity with these regulations may be approved by
the Board provided that the spirit of these regulations and public convenience and welfare will not be
adversely affected.

SECTION 11 - AMENDMENTS
These regulations may be amended or rescinded by the Board. The Code Enforcement Officer shall
transmit a record of any changes so authorized to the Register of Deeds in Piscataquis County.

SECTION 12 - ENFORCEMENT
A. Whenever the initial approval or any subsequent amendment of a subdivision is based in part on
the granting of a variance from any applicable subdivision approval standard, that fact must be
expressly noted on the face of the subdivision plan to be recorded in the Registry of Deeds.
1. In the case of an amendment, if no amended plan is to be recorded, a certificate must be
recorded in recordable form and recorded in the Registry of Deeds. This certificate must:
a. Indicate the name of the current property owner;
c. Identify the property by reference to the last recorded deed in its chain of title; and
d. Indicate the fact that a variance, including any conditions on the variance, has been
granted and the date of the granting.
2. The variance is not valid until recorded as provided in this paragraph. Recording must occur
within 90 days of the final subdivision approval or approval under Title 38, Chapter 3,
subchapter I, article 6 where applicable, whichever date is later, or the variance is void.
B. Whenever the subdivision is exempt from Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 1, article 6, because of
the operation of Subdivision exemptions from site location, that fact must be expressly noted on
the face of the subdivision plan to be recorded in the Registry of Deeds. The developable land, as
defined in Title 38, section 488, subsection 5, must be indicated on the plan. The person
submitting the plan for recording shall prepare a sworn certificate in recordable form and record it
in the Registry of Deeds. This certificate must:
1. Indicate the name of the current property owner;
2. Identify the property by reference to the last recorded deed in its chain of title and by reference
to the subdivision plan;
3. Indicate that an exemption from Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I, article 6, has been exercised;
4. Indicate that the requirements of Title 38, section 488, subsection 5, have been and will be
satisfied and
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5. Indicate the date of notification of the Department of Environmental Protection under Title 38,
section 488, subsection 5.
The exemption is not valid until recorded as provided in this paragraph. Recording must occur within
90 days of the final subdivision approval under this subchapter or the exemption is void.
C. A building inspector may not issue any permit for a building or use within a land subdivision unless
the subdivision has been approved under this subchapter and under Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter
I, article 6, where applicable.
D. Any person who sells, leases, develops, builds upon, or conveys for consideration, offers or agrees
to sell, lease, develop, build upon or convey for consideration any land or dwelling until in a
subdivision that has not been approved under this subchapter and under Title 38, chapter 3,
subchapter I, article 6, where applicable, shall be penalized with section 4452.
E. Any person who, after receiving approval from the municipal reviewing authority or approval under
Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I, article 6, and recording the plan at the Registry of Deeds,
constructs or develops the subdivision, or transfers any lot in a manner other than depicted on the
approved plans or amendments or in violation of any condition imposed by the municipal
reviewing authority of the Department of Environmental Protection, when applicable, must be
penalized in accordance with section 4452.
F.

Any person who sells, leases or conveys for consideration any land or dwelling until in a
subdivision approved under this subchapter and exempt from Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I,
article 6, because of the operation of Title 38, section 488, subsection 5, shall include the
instrument of sale, lease or conveyance a convenant to the transferee that all the requirements of
Title 38, section 488, subsection 5, have been and will be satisfied.

2. Permanent marker required - No person may sell or convey any land in an approved subdivision
unless at least one permanent marker is set at one lot corner of the lot sold or conveyed. The term
permanent marker includes, but is not limited to the following:
i. A granite monument;
ii. A concrete monument;
iii. An iron pin, or
iv. A drill hole in ledge
3. Utility installation - No public utility, water district, sanitary district or any utility company of any
kind may install services to any lot or dwelling until in a subdivision, unless written authorization
attesting to the validity and currency of all local permits required under this chapter has been issued
by the appropriate municipal officials. Following installation of service, the company or district
shall forward the written authorization to the municipal officials indicating that installation has
been completed.
4. Permit Display - Display permit if in a great pond watershed.
5. Revisions to existing plat or plan - Any application for subdivision approval which constitutes a
revision or amendment to a subdivision plan which has been previously approved shall indicate that
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fact on the application and shall identify the original subdivision plan being revised or amended. In
reviewing such an application, the municipal reviewing authority shall make finding of fact
establishing that the proposed revision does or does not meet the criteria of section 4404.
1. Recording. If a subdivision plat or plan that is presented for recording to a register of deeds and
that plat or plan is a revision or amendment of an existing plat or plan, the register shall:
a.

Indicate on the index for the original plat or plan that has been superseded by another
plat or plan;

b.

Reference the book and page or cabinet and sheet on which the new plat or plan is
recorded; and

c.

Ensure that the book and page or cabinet and sheet on which the original plan or plat is
recorded are referenced on the new plat or plan.

SECTION 13 - ADOPTION
13.1 These regulations may be amended by the Legislative Body of the Town of Dover-Foxcroft.
13.2 A public hearing shall be held prior to the adoption of any amendment. Notice of the hearing shall
be provided at least seven days in advance of the hearing.

SECTION 14 - SEPARABILITY
If any section, provision, portion, clause or phase of these regulations shall be held to be invalid or
unconstitutional by any court or competent authority, such holding shall not affect or invalidate any
other section, clause, provision, portion or phase of this ordinance.
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Yard Sale Ordinance
Town of Dover-Foxcroft
Adopted: March 10, 1986
Amended June 26, 2000
(a) Yard sales conducted upon residential premises shall be limited to three (3)
consecutive days, and no more than four (4) such sales shall take place in any
one calendar year. A subsequent sale must take place more than thirty (30) days
after the last day of the preceding sale.
(b) One sign may be placed upon a residential premise where the yard sale is taking
place. For those yard sales taking place on a side street, one additional sign
advertising the yard sale may be placed at the nearest intersection of a major
road. For the purpose of this ordinance, a major road shall mean state routes
6/16, 7, 15, and 153. Yard sale signs must not be attached to telephone poles or
street signs and must be free standing and taken down at the end of the yard sale.
(c) Definition: For the purpose of this ordinance, a yard sale is considered to be an
accumulation of personal property being offered for sale and displayed in a yard,
garage, barn, or porch of a residential premise.
(d) Violations: As provided for in Article VII of the Bylaws and Ordinances (upon
conviction, punishable by a fine not to exceed $100.

